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HENRIETTA BROWN

Inherited house through will of Solomon Brown in
September, 1919.

Only house left to her out of fifteen homes in Denton
owned by Solomon Brown at his death in 1919.

Solomon directs that the "new hosue" should be finished
"in a plain and simple manner" by his executor for his
"beloved wife Henrietta'.

Solomon also directed that the stable on the adjoining
property be divided with one half to the new house; the
lot of adjoining property to be divided with one half to
new house; and a division fence to be erected across the
front of the property and along the boundary line between
the two lots.

Solomon Brown left Henrietta (a) the furniture she possessed
at the time of their marriage, (b) a pair of mahogany end
tables, (e¢) six yellow Windsor chairs, (d) one sette, (e)
one bed and furniture, and (f) two imported carpets. He
also left her his "Jack horse" and "gij".

Solomon Brown also left Henrietta "the sum of $400 per
annum during her widowhood". (In other words, these monies
would terminate if she remarried.)

Henrietta married Solomon Brown in Denton on March 26, 1815.

At the time of the marriage in 1815 she was described as
"Mrs. Henrietta Smith", indicating that she was probably a
widow.

She was described as a resident of Denton at the time of her
marriage in 1815.

The 1820 census of the household of Henrietta Brown includes
her (age 26-45) plus a white male (age 10-16), a white male
(16-26), a white female (under 10), a male slave (under 14),
and a female salve (age 14-26).

The 1820 census states that the household of Henrietta Brown
is involved in "commerce". (This may refer to the activities
of the white male aged 16-26.)




John Brown (the eldest son of Solomon) sued Henrietta and the
other heirs of Solomon in 1825.

Henrietta sued the other heirs of Solomon in 1831.

William Turner sued Henrietta and the other heirs of Solomon
in 1832,

Henrietta is defendant against various heirs of William Jones
in a chancery case in Caroline County in 1852.

The Annie Taylor House property is still subject to life
estate of Henrietta in 1852, 33 years after Solomon's death.

Henrietta is listed as "of Mississippi” in the 1852 case and
still referred to as "Mrs Solomon Brown", which indicates
she was still not remarried 33 years after Solomon's death.

The assessment of properties in Denton in 1820 assessed
Henrietta Brown for the "dwelling house and lot where she
lives...300 pounds.”" Inasmuch as this is the same as the
assessment on the unfinished house in 1819 and she was left
only one dwelling by Solomon, it is a clear indication that
she had moved into the dwelling following Solomon's death.
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HENRIETTA BROWN

Relationship to dwelling

Widow of Solomon Brown, first resident of completed house.
Probably resided in house until about 1849.

Key characteristic/items

Twice widowed. szrméi March 26, (3657 to Sol. Rroswsi.,

Only 24 years old when her second husband Solomon died, she must have
struggled to maintain household under pressure from husband's creditors.
Possibly engaged in "commerce”, i.e., running her husband's store. Creditors
still seeking to collect on husband's debts in 1836 (i.e., 17 years after his
death).

Relationship to historical period

To escape Long Depression on Shore, moved West to Vicksburg, a thriving
commercial center. Living in tavern in Vicksburg in 1850, and still there in
1852.

Other
Several children named for her, but she had no children.
Chose paint? Furniture left by husband supplemented her furniture.

Early years unknown.

She was described as "Henrietta Smith, widow" when she married Solomon
in 1845,



ltem
v Newspaper notice of her marriage to Brown in 1815.

Various estate documents of Solomon Brown mention Henrietta. ,Q/B WM

Various court cases of Brown's creditors mention Henrietta, including 1852
case that states that she is in Mississippi.
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