
A History of Four Families

SIMONS
SIMONS (Simmons)
NAUDAIN
HARDCASTLE

\

The author is happy to testify that in study of the history 
of these four closely related families much has been’found to 

inspire thankfulness, not too much to regret, and nothing to 

conceal. In each generation there seems to have been a good 

proportion of loyal Christian citi*ens -who served faithfully 
both Lord and Neighbor.



SIMONS* FAMILY TREE

John Simons Emigrated from England in time to be a Colonel in the Revolutionary War
Ann Perry Related to Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, War of 1812, and Commodore 

Matthew Galbraith Perry, opened Japan to the World.

BORN MARRIED DIED

John Perry Simons 9/20/1787 8/1U/1810 8/3A8i*9
Elizabeth Anderson 3A6/1792 St. Paul's PE Church U/28A851

1. Elizabeth 12/2/1811
2. John Perry 12/1U/1813
3. Abel A. U/17/1816
1*. Charles W. 6/2/1821
5. Edmund 9/21/1821*
6. Rachel n/13/1826
7. Anne 12/31/1828
8. Samuel 6/28/1832

2nd Son
John Perry Simons 12/m/l8l3 7/2/181*0 3/6A876

Maria Laird 9/16/1815 7/2/181*0 1/1A893

1. John Perry I*A7/l81*l
Annie Wilson

2* Laird 9/7A81i3
Margaret Naudain

3. Elizabeth 3/31/181*6
Henry T. Shillingford

U. Susanna 2/5/181*8 Not Married
5» Frances Ann lA/1850 Not Married
6. Maria 3A5/1852

Alexander Heinitch

2nd Son
Michael Laird Simons 9/7/181*3 11/17/1870 11A7/1880

Margaret Naudain 3/26/181*3 11/17/1870 5/2U/1915

1. Elias Naudain 9/9/1871 u/19/1900
Elizabeth M. Simons 5/9/1875 1*/19A900

Laird Hardcastle 2/25/1871* 2/16 A911* 6/ll*/l936
Amelia D. Alexander 5/28/1882 2/16/1911* loA/1936

3. Herbert 2/2/1878 1*/18/1905
Sarah Halstead 1*/18/1905 10/23/1930

1st Son
E. Naudain Simons 9/9/1871 J4/19/1900

Elizabeth M. Simons 5/9/1875 1*/19/1900

1. John Farr 10/26/1901 11/17/1930
Elizabeth P. Beury 9/3 11/17/1930

2. E. Naudain, Jr. 10/16/1903 10/10/1928
Elizabeth C. Dove 7/11 10/10/1928

3. Laird Cornish 5/11A906 3/30A9U0
Ella Louise Fraser 8/19 3/30/191*0

U. Mulford Brittin U/29/1909 9/28/1935
Alberta Maxine Bradley 1/21* 9/28/1935



BORN MARRIED DIED

1st Son
John Farr Simons

Elizabeth P. Beury
10/26/1901
9/3

n/17/1930
n/17/1930

1* John Farr, Jr*
2. Charles Beury
3„ Laird Cornish II
Uo Robert Lawton

ii/22/1932
3/15/1933
9/6/1937
2/20/1939

2nd Son
E. Naudain Simons, Jr.

Elizabeth Collier Dove
10/16/1903
7/11

10/10/1928
10/10/1928

1. E. Naudain III 8/1/1933

3rd Son
Laird Cornish Simons

EL la Louise Fraser
5/11/1906
8/19

3/30/191*0
3/30/191*0

1. Susan Elizabeth
2. William Laird
3. Robert Cornish

U/3/19U2
U/5/X9U7
6/27/191*9

12/15/191*7

l4th Son
Mulford Brittin Simons

Alberta Maxine Bradley
U/29/1909
1/21*

9/23/1935
9/28/1935

1. Barbara Mulford
2. Mulford Brittin, Jr.

10 A/1936 
3/30A9l*2

2nd Son
Laird Hardcastle Simons

Amelia D. Alexander
2/25/1871*
5/28/1882

2/16/1911*
2/16/1911*

6/l2»/l936
10/U/1936

1. Euretta Andrews
2o Laird Hardcastle, Jr,

Barbara Lamprechter

12/2/1911*
9/13/1917
7/13

5/6/191*7
5/6/191*7

1st Son
Laird Hardcastle, Jr.

Barbara Lamprechter
9/13/1917
7/13

5/6/191*7
5/6/191*7

1. Laird Hardcastle III 1*/21/191*9



BORN MARRIED
3rd Son 
Herbert Simons

Sarah L. Halstead
1. Janet Halstead
2. Herbert, Jr.

Ruth E. Graham 
3* Margaret Naudain

Theodore N. Haines 
li. Thomas Halstead

Helen E. Gasgill
1st Son
Herbert Simons, Jr*

Ruth E. Graham
1. Douglas Halstead
2. Beverly Graham
3. Dorothy Naudain 
h. John Howard

Elizabeth Jean

2nd Daughter 
Margaret Naudain Simons 

Theodore N. Haines

1* Margaret Williams

2/2A878 l*/l8A90$l*A8A9o5
Not Married
10A8A935
10A8/1935
12AA91*5
12AA9U5
9/8A9U59/8A9l*5

10A8A935
10A8A935

11/25 A936 
3/2A938 
12/20 A9l*l 
ll/2A9i»3 
10/9 A9U6

12AA91512AA9UJ

DIED

10/23A930

3AOA950



SIMONS * FAMILY TREE (Pronounced Simmons)

DIED

Noah Simons
Catherine Cornish

1* Joseph Moses 
Emily York 

2, John Cornish
Sarah Ann White 

3 o Montgomery Pike 
li. George Washington 

Mary E. Myerle 
5* Peter Benneuyl 
60 Noah Anderson 
7« William Farr
8. James Joshua
9. Hannah Edmunds

Col. William ’Wood
10. Elizabeth

lith Son
George Ydashihgton Simons 

Mary Elizabeth Myerle

1, Margaret Myerle
Duffield Ashmead

2, John Farr
Caroline Price'Mulford

3, Catherine White
Wm. Samson Wood 

U# George Washington, Jr.
Francis Keen 

5* Frederick Myerle 
Marion Lesley 

6, Henry S,
7* Edwin Sidney

Elizabeth MacLaren 
8, Mary Elizabeth

BORN

1765
6/26/llSl

3/17/1819
5/12/1825

3/17/1819
5/12/1825

7/9/181i7
U/2U/1852

MARRIED

1/17/1803
li/17/1803
U/l/1830
UAA830
2/22/1831
2/22/1831

3/26/18 hh 
3/26/13 kh

3/26/18I4I1
3/26/18 kb

h/19/lQn
li/19/1871

1st Son
John Farr Simons

Caroline Price Mulford

1. Mary Myerle
2. William Mulford
3. Elizabeth Mulford

E* Naudain Simons 
li. Clementine Cornish
5. Edith Sidney

J, Markley Freed
6. Helen Brittin 
7* John Farr, Jr.

1st Daughter 
Elizabeth Mulford Simons 

E. Naudain Simons

7/9/181*7 it/19/1871
1*/21*/1832 1*/19/1871

3/9/1873 lt/19/1900
9/9A871 lt/19/1900

1877
11/28 11/21/1903
9/2k 11/21/1903
7/25

3/9/1873 1*/19A900
9/9/1871 lt/19/1900

7/13/181*0
SA2/186?

3/13/1888
10/21/1896

3/13/1888
10/21/1896

12/ll*/l909
6/2/1923

12/ll*/l909
6/2/1923

June, 1881*
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NAUDAIN FAMILY TREE

BORN MARRIED DIED

1st Husband
Elias Nodin

Jahel or Jael Arnatld

2nd Husband
Jacob ftatier

1655 1676
Tremblade, France 
Fled to England 1680 
Naturalized 1682

about 169^

in England 
about 1690

Emigrated
New York 1697 
Naturalized
1697

1. Arnauld Naudain
2. Mary Naudain
3. Elias Naudain

2nd Son
Elias Naudain

Lydia La Roux
1681* 7/21/1715

7/21/1715
11/171*9

No record of children

3rd Son
Arnold Naudain

Catherine Alfree
1723
1733

1751
17*1

8/6/1796
s/6/1796

1. Elias
2. Arnold
3• John
1±. Andrew

Mary Barber
6. Lydia Smack
7. Rachael
8* Rebecca

9/21/1751
12/20/1753
U/21/1756
10/27/1758
5/13/1761
3/17/1761*
10/28/1768
llA/1773

9/21/1819
3/3/1781*
9/8/1819
12/18H*
3/2A827

1/13A808

Uth Son
Andrew Naudain

Rebecca Snow
10/27/17^8
1770

3/30/1786
3/30/1786

9/8/1819
1813

1. Arnold, M. D. 1790
Mary 

2. Elias
Margaret P* Millechamp

3. Andrew, M. D.
!*• Mary 
5- Lydia

Daniel Cowgill
6.

Alexander Murphy 
7. Eliza

Daniel Corbit 
3, Catherine 

Clements



BOM MARRIED DIED

2nd Son
Elias Naudain 1/16/1791* 7A0/1828 3/12/181*9

Margaret Pettigrew Millechamp 9/30A803 7/10/1828 9/2/1885

1. James Millechamp 3/22/1829 1/27/1869 9/26/1880
Esther V, Magee 2/l*/l839 1/27/1869 5/l*/l868

2, Arnold, M* D. U/3/1831 11/29 A366
Mo Caroline Cheseboro

3. Matilda 12/3/1833 Not Married 5/23/1836
i*. Catherine 7/9/1836 7/28/1867 6/17/1911

Alexander Hardcastle, M. D. 1/2/1826 7/28/1857 l/22*/1911
5. Elias 11/6/1838 2*/6/l911

Martha J. Shinn 10/ii/l8H6 10/2*/l931
6o Margaret 3/26/181*3 11/17/1870 5/2lt/l9l5

Mo Laird Simons 9/11/181*3 * 11/17/1870 11/17/1880
7o Sadie Greer 1/31/181*6 Not Married 3/13/1920

3rd Daughter
Margaret Naudain 3/26/18H3 11/17/1870 5/2l*/l9l5

Mo Laird Simons 9/7/131*3 11/17/1870 11/17/1880

1. E. Naudain Simons 9/9/1871 1*/19/1900
Elizabeth M. Simons 6/9/1876 1*/19/1900

2. Laird H. Simons 2/26/1873 2/16/1912* 6/l2*/l936
Amelia Alexander 5/28/1882 2/16/1912* 1o/2*/1936

3. Herbert Simons
Sarah L. Halstead 2/2/1878

2*/l8A905
!*/l8/l905 10/23/1930

Charles Baird’s 1885 ”History of the Huguenot Emigration to America” 
’’Documents relative to Colonial History New Xork” Volume IV P.
A. Boyd Hamilton, Esq., Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia Historical Society



THE SIMONS FAMILY

as narrated by E. Naudain Simons - 1950

John Simons came to America from England at an unrecorded date, but 
soon enough to be breveted a Colonel during the Revolutionary War. He married 
Ann Perry (date not recorded). She -was related to Commodore Oliver Hazard 
Perry, who fought in the War of 1812; also to Commodore Matthew Galbraith Perry 
who opened Japan to the world.

Their son John Perry Simons, born September 20, 1737, married Elizabeth 
Anderson, St. Paul’s P. E. Church of Philadelphia, August lU, 1810. They settled 
in Mount Holly, N. J., had a family of eight children.

The second child was again John Perry, born December 11*, 1813, who 
married Maria Laird, daughter of Michael Laird of Scotch Irish descent. They 
made their home in Philadelphia at 1210 Vine Street where the writer was born. 
Their six children were John Perry; Michael Laird; Elizabeth, who married Henry 
Thompson Shillingford; Susanna, unmarried; Francis Ann, unmarried; and Maria, 
who married Alexander Reny/ick Heinitch.

My grandfather, John Perry Simons, was actively interested in Free 
Masonary and had attained to the thirty-second degree, when he was sent to 
England as a commissioner from his lodge; and while there attained to the thirty- 
third degree ydiich is Free Masonary's highest honor. We have a handsomely chased 
gold watch which his lodge presented to him upon his return.

•The second son was ray father. M. Laird Simons was literary by pro­
fession - a reporter for the Philadelphia Public Ledger under George W. Childs, 
also the Philadelphia Inquirer under James Elverson. He was one of the first 
permanent court stenographers when he combined ideas from several early short­
hand systems for his own convenience. He edited, among others, Dykink's History 
of American Literature; and later devoted all spare time for eight years to pre­
paring a History of the World from a Biblical standpoint. This was in manuscript 
form with the marginal notes in his private system of shorthand, so no use could 
be made of it after his death at the age of 37 on his tenth wedding anniversary, 
November 17, 1880. On November 17, 1870, he married Margaret Naudain of Huguenot 
ancestry, (Protestant French). The Naudain family first migrated to England 
after the massacre of St. Bartholomew in 1697, came to America, and later estab­
lished a homestead at Leipsic, near Dover, Delaware. Their property ran to the 
shore of Delaware Bay, v/here later Naudain's Landing was established from which 
they carried on a transport business to Philadelphia by sailing vessels.

They were the days of large families, so for several generations each 
had at least three sons named Elias and Arnold and Andrew.

They were, in 1711, among the organizers, and active in the affairs, 
of Old Drawyers Presbyterian Church at Odessa, Delaware, the original Indian 
name of which was Apoquining; the present Corporate Title is the First Presby­
terian Church in St. George's Hundred. Naudain tombstones can still be seen 
dating back to the early days of which the following is an interesting examples
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IN MEMORY OF ARNOLD NAUDAIN SENR. 
and

CATHERINE HIS WIFE 
WO DEPARTED THIS LIFE 

August 6, 1796

THE FORMER AGED 73-THE UTTER 62 
IN THEIR DEATH THEY WERE NOT DIVIDED 

WHAT MORE IS HE THAT LIVETH AND SHALL NOT SEE DEATH? SHALL HE 
DELIVER HIS SOUL FROM THE HAND OF THE GRAVE? Ps. 89-1*8

AS LONG EXPERIENCE HAVE WE KNOWN
THY SOVEREIGN POWER TO SAVE
AT THY COMMAND WE VENTURE DOWN
SECURELY TO THE GRAVE
WHERE WE LIE BURIED DEEP IN DUST
OUR DEATH SHALL BE THY CARE
THESE MOULDERING LIMBS WITH THEE WE TRUST
TO RAISE THEM STRONG AND FAIR

Andrew Naudain, 1758-1819, son of Arnold above, was a leather 
tanner, located first on Broad below Ardh Street, but later at 5l8 Master 
Street. Arnold Naudain, M. D., 1790, Sbn of Andrew, was a well-known 
physician who lived on Broad Street at Poplar, earlier was superintendent 
of lighthouses on the Delaware River Collector of the Port of WiliUington, 
and U. S. Senator from State of Delawareo

Naudain Street below Lombard was named for our family.

My maternal grandfather’s name was Elias Naudain. , I was named for 
him and for his son Elias, who married Martha J„ Shinn. They had no children 
and were the last in our direct Naudain line.

My grandfather married Margaret Pettigrew Millechamp, (which in 
French means "1000 fields”), whose maternal grandfather was Captain John 
Pettigrew of Accamac County, Virginia. Family legend states that he manned 
vessels with his own slaves during the Revolutionary War and patrolled the 
coast to prevent smuggling which was much practiced. Legend also relates that 
Congress granted him land in Ohio and money which he never collected. I have a 
small Daguerreotype picture of him in a Masonic uniform.

My mother, daughter of Elias and Margaret, was Margaret Naudain. 
November 17, 1870, she married M. Laird Simons, above, and they had three sons* 
Elias Naudain Simons, Laird Hardcastle Simons, and Herbert Simons„

My earliest recollection is that we lived in a house in Germantown 
at Morris and Apsley Streets, above Wayne Junction. Father was a Vestryman of 
a Reformed Episcopal Church and a member of the building committee when they 
erected a church building at the northeast corner of Wayne and Chelten Avenues'.
This later became valuable as a business site and was sold. The church now 

stands at the northwest comer of Greene Street and Walnut Lane, Germantown.
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My one clear recollection of the Germantown home is that one day my 
brother, Laird IIo, when about two years old was missing, and there was quite a 
scare in the neighborhood because shortly before a child named Charlie Ross 
was carried off by a rough-looking man and never again heard from, The neigh­
bors turned out in force} and I distinctly remember seeing a neighbor, Charles 
Everett, come up the street carrying Laird on his shoulder. It seems he had 
crawled under our iron fence where there was a wash-out and was found wonder­
ing in a stone quarry not far away,

Yfe later moved to 2026 Norris Street where Father continued his 
literary work, including one of the oldest correspondence columns in a weekly 
publication called '’Saturday Night” giving answers to all sorts of questions. 
After coming to Philadelphia, Father was a Vestryman and Senior Warden of the 
Reformed Episcopal Church of the Redeemer at Sixteenth and Oxford Streets,

After his death in 1880, Mother returned to the Oxford Presbyterian 
Church, Broad and Oxford Streets, which we attended for about fifteen years.

At the age of five, I remember three things seen at the Centennial 
Exhibition in Fairmount Park in l876t The stone lions in front of Memorial 
Hall; the big stationary Corlis steam engine which had an enormous fly-wheel; 
and glass blowers making water goblets. One stem was crooked. The blower 
knocked it off and replaced it, much to my amazement, with another.

At six years of age I went to visit at "Castle Hall” in Maryland and 
was taken with scarlet fever, but Dr, Hardcastle and Auntie Kate brought me 
through with no unfavorable reaction.

When I was eight years of age my father developed bronchial trouble 
after over-exertion in taking Laird and me sledding, complicated by a heart 
condition, from which he never fully recovered. This again was complicated 
by heavy financial losses due to the failure of the banker, Jay Cooke, which 
was a national calamity, A large publishing firm in which Father had an in­
terest failed - an insurance con^any which held a substantial policy failed. 
Father died November 17, 1880, on his tenth wedding anniversary, leaving 
Mother with three boys, the eldest aged nine years, and very little means of 
livelihood.

Mother was brave and efficient. For several years she was able to 
continue the correspondence column with the help of Father’s library and some 
of his good friends. Later a cousin of Father's, John Graham, rented us a 
larger house at l£30 Columbia Avenue, where Mother took some boarders, several 
of whom were relatives,

Laird H, was here taken with a severe case of pneumonia at eight 
years of age. Our family physician, Dr, James Collins, told Mother he could 
do no more for him. She wired for Dr, Hardcastle who came at once from 
Maryland, and I remember the conversation. The doctor looked him over and 
shook his head. Mother said, ”Dr, Alex, you must do something". He replied, 
"Yes, I will fly blister his chest which should either kill him or cure him,"
I remember his clipping the big blisters with his scissors and catching the 
water in a cup, Laird was very frail for a time after his recovery. Dr, HardcastLe 
came up again and said to Mother, "Maggie, you must give that boy to me for a
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timeo X will take him down on the farm, give him a horse to ride, and make a 
strong man of him." Laird made his home at "Castle Hall" for eight years, 
attended school at the neighborhood school house which Dr. Hardcastle had 
built on his property. He returned home to Philadelphia when he was sixteen 
in splendid physical condition.

In the meantime, I was given a job in July, 1886 by James A. Hayes, 
an Elder in the Oxford Presbyterian Church. His firm then was Hayes, Murray, 
and Company. Mr. Murray was drowned in the Johnstown Flood while on a business 
trip. ¥/e then became Hayes, Partridge Shoe Company and about 1900 John H.
Sraaltz bought Mr. Hayes' interest after Mr. Partridge had died and the firm name 
became Smaltz-Goodwin Company.

Elias Naudain, my mother's brother, and my partner, John H. Smaltz, 
each loaned sums of money to me for the purchase of stock; all of which was 
repaid with interest.

From the organization of Smaltz-Goodwin Company in 1900, I was 
secretary and Treasurer, the Factory Manager with the responsibility of 
purchasing all materials and originating new styles.

For several years I was Secretary of the Philadelphia Shoe Manu­
facturers' Association. There were then some twenty to twenty-four substantial 
shoe factories in Philadelphia. Now the shoe manufacturing center has moved 
west.

For forty years what was called the Joint Board of Arbitration, 
composed of seven from the Manufacturers' Association and seven workmen 
elected from various factories, took testimony and settled all wage scales 
in the Philadelphia shoe trade. I acted as Secretary for several years; and 
then from 1911 to 1927 presided, succeeding George P. Schober of Laird Schober 
and Company, who had also served as President for the sixteen years preceding; 
all of which was a most interesting experience.

In spite of my protest that we knew nothing about the retail shoe 
business, the majority of Smaltz-Goodwin Directors voted to open retail stores, 
with the hope of making two profits. A retail manager was employed who commit­
ted the firm to long expensive leases and eventually proved dishonest.

Knowing that I was not satisfied with my association in the shoe 
business, Laird several times during 1925 and 1926 suggested my becoming 
associated with William Amer Company. He said he was carrying too heavy a 
load, needed help, and would like to have me.

Our retail business continued to show heavy losses, so that by the 
close of 1926 my stock holdings which had cost 000 proved unsalable.
January 1, 1927 I accepted Laird's offer. The Smaltz-Goodwin Company was 
liquidated in 1930; all debts were paid, but no assets remained.

Association with William Amer Company has been pleasant and 
profitable. My generous brother presented me with 500 shares of Common 
Stock and had me elected to the Board of Directors and a Vice President. As 
brothers, we had always been close and congenial. All went well except for 
the business worries of the early thirties.
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To recapitulate - after Laird’s return from Maryland, he and I 
both began our business careers. Mother’s health was not of the best* We 
gave up the Columbia Avenue house and lived for a time in an apartment in 
the city on Green Street, where we attended the Central Presbyterian Church 
together with our relatives, the Shillingford family, who were extremely 
kind to uso Uncle Harry had previously been of great help to Mother in her 
literary work0

Then, and for several years previously, I had been in the habit 
of spending occasional week-ends at their hospitable home, 1118 Wallace 
Streeto My cousin, Henry Simons Shillingford, was my senior by six months; 
a David and Jonathan friendship developed, and his two sisters, Martha and 
Clara, adopted me as a brother« After Harry’s graduation as a mining engineer 
from the University of Pennsylvania he joined the Kittaning Coal Company at 
Oceola Mills, Pennsylvania* We corresponded regularly for more than forty 
years until his death*

About the year 1895? Laird bought a house at 3U03 North l£th Street 
in Tioga, where Mother, Laird, Bert, and I made our home together* We became 
interested in the Tioga Presbyterian Church where we taught in the Sunday 
School, and Laird was ordained an Elder in 1899* I became assistant to a 
grand old Scotchman, James Grant, who was Sunday School Superintendent*

Here Bert met Sarah Halstead whom he afterward married*

In the Tioga Church three sisters named Simons sat with their 
parents three rows behind us three brothers named Simons - which caused 
some comment and much interest on our part* The eldest brother soon began 
to call on the above eldest sister, Elizabeth Mulford Simons, daughter of 
John Farr Simons, a silverware manufacturer at Seventh and Chestnut Streets* 
They were married April 19, 1900 in the Tioga Presbyterian Church, followed 
by a reception given at the bride’s home at 2115 Venango Street*

We set up housekeeping in the home of a cousin who had recently 
lost his wife, Corbit Naudain, on Stratford Avenue, Melrose Park* We attended 
the Ashbourne Presbyterian Church, where I was ordained an Elder in 1901*

In 1902 Corbit announced that he proposed to marry again* In the 
meantime my wife’s family had moved from Tioga to Germantown and were attending 
the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown* At their suggestion we did like­
wise, renting a house at 5910 Wayne Avenue, where we were joined for between 
one and two years by my mother and two brothers* Both Laird and Bert soon 
married and I bought a house at I4O6 West Stafford Street, where we lived for 
thirteen years, during which time I became first a Trustee and in 1913 an 
Elder in the First Church, taught in the Sunday School and Teacher Training 
Class and served as superintendent of the 'Sunday School for seven years* My 
Sunday School teaching covers a period of just about fifty years*

In 1916 we purchased the house at 150 West Washington Lane where 
we are still living in 1950*
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Our four sons were born as follows t

John Farr Simons born October 26, 1901 at the home of his maternal 
grandfather, for whom he was named, at the corner of Knox and Coulter Street, 
Germantown o.

November 17, 1930 he married Elizabeth Philaon Beury whose father,
Dr. Charles E. Beury is now ex-president of Temple University*, Jack is a 
trustee of the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown and is in charge of 
the Personnel Department of the Strawbridge and Clothier Store. Their home 
is 3008 West Coulter Street where each of his four sons has a room of his 
own0 Jack, Jr. graduated in June from Germantown Friends School. Passed 
the examination for the Navy Award and in September was admitted to Princeton 
University Class of 19^h» His father was Princeton, Class of 192li, Dain was 
Class of 1926, and Laird Class of 1928.

Our second son, E. Haudain Simons, Jr., born October 16, 1903 at 
5910 Wayne Avenue, Germantown.

On October 3* 1928 he married Elizabeth Collier Dove, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy 0. Dove, of Washington D. C., the twin sister of his Princeton 
roommate.

Their home is 2^03 Tracy Place, N.W. Washington, D. C., a beautiful 
brick»Colonial house which was the home of Elizabeth’s parents. E. N. Simons,IU 
bom August 1, 1933, is now preparing for college at the Solebury Boarding School 
New Hope, Pennsylvania; Guy, Jr. and Dain are carrying on the E. B. Adams Company 
business of which Mr. Dove was proprietor. Dain has recently achieved his long 
delayed ambition to own a farm which is located in Maryland on the bank of the 
Potomac River some thirty miles northwest of Washington*

Our third son, Laird Cornish Simons, born May 11, 1906 at 1*06 West 
Staffbrd Street, Germantown.

On March 30th, 19l|0, he married Ella Louise Frazer, then a graduate 
Surgical Nurse in a New York hospital, whose family lived at Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, they met on a vacation visit to Canada.

The first child, a daughter, Susan Elizabeth Simons, named for her 
maternal Great Grandmother, was born April 3> 19i*2 at Pittsburgh. During her 
father’s service in the Navy, World War II, she and her mother made their home 
with us at 150 West Washington Lane. At two years of age she managed to unhook 
the screen in their third floor front window and fell three stories into a large 
azalea bush. Her face was badly torn, but providentially no permanent injury 
resulted. For a number of years Laird has been one of the officials of the 
Pittsburgh Division of the Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company. They purchased one 
hundred year old Farm House, 1)^5 Beaver Road, Sewickley, Pennsylvania, located 
on the side of a hill overlooking the Ohio River and have a most attractive home.

Our fourth son, Mulford Brittin Simons, born April 29th, 1909 at 
lj.06 West Stafford Street, Germantown*
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On September 23th, 193b he married Alberta Maxine Bradley of 
Chestnut Hill, in the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown® They make 
their home at 1^0 1/Test Washington Lane, where they have their own apartments 
They are of great comfort and help to us in our declining years. Mulford 
has always had a strong mechanical bent and has a sales position with the 
Westinghouse Company*

My brother Laird Hardcastle Simons was first employed for two 
years by George S. Harris and Sons, printers. In the year 1891, as buyer 
for the Hayes, Partridge Shoe Company, I was a customer of Alfred S. Hottle, 
Selling Agent for the Baum Leather Company at 109 North Fourth Street.
Upon my recommendation, he employed Laird as a salesman. He proved so 
successful that in 1903 he was made Secretary of the Baum Leather Company, 
and Vice President in 190l|o -

In 1906 he became associated with the William Amer Company, as 
Secretary and Treasurer, and upon the death of Edward Amer in 191ii became 
president. He was later Secretary, then President of the Morocco Manu­
facturers National Association, and held various offices in the Tanners’ 
Council of America, including Chairmanship of the National Committee for 
the allocation of goatskins to tanners during World War I.

Under his leadership the William Amer Company prospered but, 
particularly before the days of the "Last In-First Out" system of account­
ing, the goatskin tanning business was very hazardous. Twice in his ex­
perience, in the years 1921 and 1930, only the reputation with his bankers 
for absolute integrity saved the company from failure.

My brother, Laird, did a great many fine things in his life, but 
I can think of nothing which has provided more genuine satisfaction over 
the years than the organization of the Grub Club in the year 1903o

Twelve men had formed firm friendships in their association to­
gether in the work of the Philadelphia Christian Endeavor Union their terms 
of office having expired they unanimously accepted his suggestion that a 
club be formed to prevent their drifting apart. The average age was close 
to thirty, all were earnest Christian men the pick of their several 
Christian Endeavor societies, most were married, all had made a good start 
in life, but not one was a college graduate.

The charter members were William H. Ball, George R. Camp, Herbert 
K. Caskey, Charles C. Davis, William T. Ellis, Calvin D. Harvey, Harvey E. 
Platt, Alfred N. Seal, Laird H. Simons, Howard E. Taylor, Allan D. Wallis, 
William H. Whitney.

Three or four carefully selected members were added each year 
thereafter provided they measured up to the following rules:

I. The careful scrutiny of the membership committee must be satisfied.
II. There must be unanimous agreement by secret postal card vote (which 

could not always be gotten.
III. No one to be invited to join until elected.
IV. Each must be engaged in some worthwhile Christian work.
V. Each must have promise of making a success in life.
VI. Wives must be congenial and socially acceptable (also to the Ladies 

Auxiliary).
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VIIo The total membership shall never exceed twenty-five* This has recently 
been increased to thirty with the hope of securing some of the second genera- 
tion=

Dinners were held once a month in all sorts of interesting and 
unusual places, often places of interest were visited earlier in the afternoon, 
many subjects were debated, but nothing unanimously settled, interesting men 
were invited as guests and asked to disperse their knowledge*

Ladies night once a year was a big party, each executive committee 
tried to excell in novelty of entertainment and many pranks were played* Two 
stand out in my memory* Billy Ellis had made several visits to the Near East* 
He presented a young Arab in native dress telling a graphic story of how this 
Arab Prince had saved his life when robbers had set upon him* The Prince was 
asked to tell us of his country.whereupon several, Billy Ball the leader, 
broke in asking silly questions and carefully insulting our guest who at last 
wrapped his robe about him and left in high dudgeon* The girls were terribly 
outraged together with most of the. members as only the executive.committee 
knew that the speaker was a University student hired for the occasion*

Another ladies night when George Porter was Philadelphia Director 
of Public Safety Policemen came with a warrant for the arrest of Billy Ball 
put handcuffs oh hi* and took him away* Porter was of the Reform Party and 
Ball was working to cleanse the Regular Republican party which gave color to 
the charge*

' Outings were beld spring and fall when the ladies and children 
were included afternoons at Wallis, Davis, or Camp farm weekends at Cooper’s 
camp or Sonneborn and Wallis cottages at Ocean City. Once when Mary Wallis 
was a little girl she remarked to her mother, “You have very rough friends”*
Our behavior may have been rough at times, but it has been our regular custom 
to open every meeting with a prayer of thanksgiving by one of our members*

This is not by any means a history of the Grub Club, only a tribute 
to the wisdom of our charter members in setting such a high standard providing 
an atmosphere and associations which have served to make each of us better men 
and women over nearly fifty years*

In 1903 Laird and Alice Putnam were married, a sister of Ralph 
Putnam, member of the firm of J* E* Caldwell Company, jewelers* They estab­
lished a home on West Phil Elena Street, Mt. Airy where they, together had 
only one year of happy married life* In 1901* Alice died in childbirth* They 
had taken Mother into their home and for nearly ten years thereafter Laird 
and Mother lived at the Delmar Morris Apartments, Germantown and continued 
attending the Westside Presbyterian Church where Laird was a ruling Elder*

We all were anxious for Laird to have a home of his own so were 
made very happy when Amelia, sister of his good friend, Charlie Alexander 
promised to be his wife* Their wedding day was February 26, 1911; and they 
established their home at 3bl2 Baring Street, near Amelia’s parents, where 
they continued to care for Mother until her death May 2li, 1915*



Amelia’s father, Edward P. Alexander, had for years been an Elder 
and Clerk of Session of the Horthminster Presbyterian Church, In March, 1918, 
he resigned and Laird had the honor of following him as Ruling Elder,

Euretta Andrews was born December 2, 1911+ and Laird Hardcastle, Jr, 
September 13, 1917 <>

In October, 1930, Laird purchased a beautiful home, 1239 Remington 
Road, Wynnewood where oriental rugs and works of art which had been collected, 
augmented with articles previously inherited from the Alexander family made 
this attractive home complete. Here and on Baring Street family and many 
friends enjoyed the rich hospitality which Amelia and Laird knew so well how 
to dispense.

In 1936 they together with their two children took their letters 
from the Northminster Presbyterian Church to the First Presbyterian Church of 
Ardmore where later Laird again became a Ruling Elder,

For several years Laird’s business responsibilities had been 
extremely taxing. In the winter of 193l+-35>> overtired and broken in health, 
he was advised to take six months’ vacation and William C, Hunneman, Jr,, 
an experienced tanner and goatskin importer was brought into the Amer organ­
ization,

Laird and Amelia were pictures of health upon their return from 
a visit with Amelia's sister, Emily Hildebrand, in California, but about the 
first of June, 1936, while working on the grounds of the Wynnewood home,
Laird was stricken with a severe headache which resulted from Cerebral Hemo­
rrhage, unconsciousness followed from which he never recovered.

He was so extremely ill on the day in June, 1936, when Euretta 
graduated 'Cum Laude' from Bryn Mawr College that Julian Alexander, Jr. was 
the only member of the family who could be present,

Laird passed on June ll+, 1936, and following a service in the 
Ardmore Church, was buried in his lot in Westminster Cemetary,

Amelia always a most devoted Mother suffered several severe 
illnesses during her married life from which she probably would not have 
recovered except for her remarkable Christian faith and her determination to 
completely fulfill her duty.

After Laird's loss, her strength visibly failed and she passed 
away October fourth of the same year, happy in her sister Virginia’s promise 
to do her best to mother her two children.

The Wynnewood house was sold and Virginia (Mrs, Julian Alexander) 
received Euretta and Laird into her home at 31+17 Race Street, West Philadelphia 
where they became members of her family in a real and most unusual sense,
Louisa and Julian, Jr. received them as cordially as their mother, and the bond 
remains unbroken today.
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Laird H. Jr. graduated from Haverford College, class of 1939, 
having spent most of his summer vacations learning the art of tanning in a , 
practical way, serving in each department of the factory in accordance with 
his father's expressed desire until 19h3 when he left to serve his country 
for thirty-four months as an enlisted man in the Army Air Force during 
World War II. Twenty-two months of which was In Supply Work with the 8th 
Air Force in England and Northern Ireland.

He won the loyalty of members of the William Amer organization 
which his father liked to refer to as "The Amer Family" by correspondence 
then, and more completely after his return, being unanimously pronounced 
a "Chip of the Old Block".

From 1936 until 1950, Mr. Hunneman successfully headed the Amer 
Company as President. Following his military service, Laird earned his way 
from Vice President to Executive Vice President and in January 1950 succeeded 
to the position which his father had held for twenty two years, viz. the 
Presidency of the William Amer Company first founded in 1832.

Euretta and Laird have continued their membership in the Ardmore 
Church where Laird is a Trustee.

There he met and won the love of Barbara Lamprechter. They were 
married May 6, 19L7 at the home of Barbara’s parents and started life at 
St. George's Apartments, Ardmore.

Laird Hardcastle Simons III was bom April 21, 19h9*

On May 13, 1950, they moved to their present home, 718 Argyle 
Road, Wynnewood.

Julian, Jr. is happily married and is preparing for the Gospel 
Ministry at Princeton Seminary. Euretta, Louisa and Virginia are still 
together.

Our brother Herbert's record of his immediate family follows, 
"My most vivid recollection of our early life together is that when he was 
a very little fellow Laird and I asked him what he would do should he be­
come lost from our home at 1530 Columbia Avenue. He replied, "I tell urn I 
lib pip-teen turty Tummy Addinoon".
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I, Herbert Simons, was bom on February 2nd, 1878, at the Norris 
Street residence of my parents, in the City of Philadelphia0 Shortly there­
after they moved to l£lO Columbia Avenue, (later re-numbered l£30) and my 
first recollections ard -of this as my abode.

I have only a few mental pictures of my father. The most distinct 
of these relates to my waking up early one winter morning during a near bliz­
zard which had developed during the night. I was tremendously interested in 
the storm and persisted in watching it out the second story front bedroom 
window notwithstanding the admonitions of father and mother to get back into 
my bed. The result was that I exhausted the patience of my father who admin­
istered a spanking that injured my outraged pride far more than my tender hide.

I recall two other occasions when I went into father’s room during 
his illness and realizing that he was an invalid. He died on November 17th, 
1880, leaving mother with three sons ranging nine, seven and three years re­
spectively. Father had spent much of his time for the five years preceding 
his death in writing a comprehensive history of the world. Unfortunately it 
was not sufficiently completed for publication, and mother was unsuccessful 
in getting anyone to take over the task of completing it. He was editing 
an "Answers to Correspondents” Department in a weekly magazine known as 
"Saturday Night”. This editorial work mother continued for several years 
till the constant eye strain affected the optic nerves of her eyes and she 
was obliged to give up literary work.

Soon after Laird returned to Philadelphia from Castle Hall he 
obtained a position with a lithographic company located on Arch Street. l£y 
brother A1 was already connected with Hayes, Murray and Company or its successor 
Hayes, Partridge Shoe Company. My brothers thereupon persuaded mother to give 
up the suoport of the family by taking in a few select boarders, since the 
trouble had developed with her eyes, and to let them support the family with 
their not too substantial earnings. We first took an apartment at 1203 Green 
Street with Dr. and Mrs. Doueet, very refined elderly French people. This 
move led to our change of church affiliation from the Broad and Oxford Presby­
terian Church to Central Presbyterian Church at Broad and Fairmount Avenue, 
where Dr. James Munro was pastor and our Uncle, Henry T. Shillingford, was an 
elder and Superintendent of the Sunday School.

I attended the public schools of the City of Philadelphia, and 
shortly after aur removal to Green Street, in 1893, was admitted to Central 
High School, Class of l897> then located at Broad and Green Streets. I had 
become somewhat anaemic, and on the advice of our family physician, my mother 
decided to take me out of school, so that I never attended any classes at the 
High School. I got a position with the insurance brokerage office of W. D. 
Sherrerd & -Comparer, 222 Walnut Street, which I held for a year or so.

I next took a position with Colonel J. Granville Leach, a lawyer 
and genealogist, with offices at 733 Walnut Street. I then became interested 
in studying law. This necessitated my passing a preliminary examination and 
becoming registered as a student. This examination was supposed to cover the 
essentials of a high school education, and to prepare for this I took some 
night courses at the Central Y. M. C. A. and supplemented this by some private
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tutoringo After some little time, having successfully passed my preliminary 
examination I entered the law-office of William S. Furst and formally regis­
tered as a student with him as ray preceptor. It was then possible after 
three years registration and completing a course of required study to pass 
examinations conducted by the County Board of Law Examiners, and to be ad­
mitted to the Bar. It is now necessary to have a degree from an accredited 
law school. Having completed my course of study and attended some quiz 
classes conducted by John A. McCarthy, a young attorney of that period and 
later President of the Real Estate Trust Company, I passed my final bar 
examination and was admitted to the Philadelphia bar in November, 1899. I 
continued my association with Mr. Furst for several years after my admission 
to the bar and derived much valuable experience thereby. I then opened my. 
own office in the same building, — the Stephen Girard Building on 12th 
Street above Chestnut Street. Very soon thereafter I was invited to become 
associated with my cousin by marriage, Edward Hutchinsonj Jr., and $. Warren 
Hall, real estate brokers trading as Hutchinson and Hall, as their counsel. 
This proved a most pleasant, profitable and congenial association for me, 
and it continued for a number of years after Mr. Hall withdrew from the firm 
and Mr. Hutchinson continued the real estate business individually.

I have failed to previously state that during my preparations 
for studying law our family moved in 1896 from central Philadelphia out to 
Tioga. We first lived for a year at 3316 North 16th Street. My brother 
Laird then purchased 3U03 North 15 th Street where we all lived for a number 
of years. Y/ith our removal to Tioga we united with the Tioga Presbyterian 
Church, of which Dr. Vita. L. Ledwith was the pastor.

I was married on April 18, 1905 to Sara Louise Halstead, 
daughter of David and Janet Gunn Halstead. Both of Sara's parents had died 
several years previously, and we began our housekeeping at 2119 Hunting Park 
Avenue, which had been her former family home. At the time of my marriage 
my mother and I were making our home with my brother E. Naudain Simons and his 
family at 5910 Wayne Avenue, Germantown, my brother Laird having been pre­
viously married to Alice B. Putnam, and he was then living in Pelham, German­
town.

My wife and I continued to reside at the Hunting Park Avenue 
address for about seven years and then moved to 329 Chestnut Road, in the 
Glenside section of Montgomery County, where we continued to make our home 
for many years. Janet and Herbert, Jr., were born on Hunting Park Avenue, 
and Margaret and Tom at Glenside.

I believe it was sometime in 1912 that George ¥. Harkins, Jr., 
attorney-at-law, Jacob A. Fritz, a real estate broker, and myself decided 
to take offices together, and we located in the Land Title Building. We" 
continued a most pleasant and congenial association here for about twenty 
years, and then moved our offices to the Girard Trust Building.

In November, 1925, we had a disastrous fire at our home in 
Glenside just as renovations were being completed, and we were obliged to 
move to Pelham Court for five months while the house was again renovated as
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a result of the damage by fire. In the succeeding years my wife's health 
began to fail. After graduating from Springside School in Chestnut Hill 
Janet had entered Mt. Holyoke College in 192?, bub on account of her mother's 
health returned home in 1928, after one year at college. Sara died on 
October 23rd, 1930.

Y/hile engaged in general law practice I became actively interested 
in the ownership and management of income producing real estate.’ These 
interests included several blocks of two-family and three-family apartments 
or flats in West Philadelphia and several large apartment houses, including 
Hamilton Court at 39th and Chestnut Streets and 257 South 16th Street, at 
the Northeast corner of 16th and Spruce Street. In 1931* my children and I 
moved from Glenside to the latter apartment house where I continued to live 
and also maintained my law office until February, 191*2.

On October 18th, 1935? Herbert, Jr., was married to Ruth Eleanor 
Graham, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. Howard Graham of Glensj.de. They now 
reside at 220 Bic^ley Road, Glenside, and have five children as follows: 
Douglas Halstead, born November 25, 1936; Beverly Graham, born March 2,
1938; Dorothy Naudain, born December 20,' 191*1; John Howard, born November 2, 
191*3; and Elizabeth Jean, bora October 9? 19l|6.

Early in 1927 a group or syndicate was formed, consisting of ray 
brother Laird, my wife, George W. Harkins, Jr., Charles S. Thompson, Miss 
Lydia A. Riggs, Samuel H. Beamer and myself, to acquire approximately 1676 
acres of land located several miles west of Martin in Marion County, Florida, 
and settlement was completed for such purchase in August, 1927. Numerous 
efforts to interest producers of mineral clays in deposits of fuller's earth, 
bentonite and lime having proved unsuccessful, I was led in February, 191*2 
to move to Ocala, Florida, together with Janet, Margaret and Tom, in an 
effort to find some means of bringing these deposits into production or to 
salvage the investment in the property. Unfortunately litigation developed 
with Beamer as to his interest in the property, and this was not finally 
determined until June, 19£0, when the cloud on the title was removed by a 
decision of the Supreme Court of Florida.

Thomas H. Simons was married on September 8, 191*5? to Helen E. 
Gaskill, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry R. Gask4.ll of Glenside, Pennsylvania. 
Tom and Helen lived in Ocala for about a year after their marriage and then 
moved to Glenside. They later built their home at 333 Bickley Road, where 
they now reside.

On December 1, 191*5? Margaret was married in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Ocala to Theodore N. Haines, son of the late Thomas P. K. -Haines 
and Mrs. Haines. They lived for a time in Germantown after their marriage 
and subsequently bought a house at 1330 Edge Hill Road, Lansdowne Paric,
Darby, Penna., where they now reside. They have one child, Margaret Williams 
Haines, born March 10, 1950.
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Uncle Deck, as we always called him, was a Southern gentleman of the old school; 
a big warmhearted physician, known and lpved by the whole countryside for 25 
miles around, where his horse and buggy were a familiar .sight. I remember : 
patients finding the Doctor away, insisted on having "Miss Kate" prescribe, 
declaring that her medicine was just as good as his. Usually medicines were 
supplied from a large medicine closet.

Their hospitality was of the true Southern type. Castle Hall was 
almost never without guests.

In 1880 the family household consisted of their son, Alexander, Jr., 
afterward a student at Princeton University, Class of 1885, who later was ad­
mitted to the bar and practiced law; a maiden sister of Auntie Kate - Saidie 
Greer Naudain - two daughters of their deceased brother, James M. Naudain - 
Ida, who afterwards married a distant cousin, Corbit Naudain, and ,Clara who 
married James Todd. Al. was ten years older than I and between the two girls in 
age; I called him "my big brother".

I spent three happy summers there, when from 9 to 11 years of age.
The third year Laird was also there. There was an orchard of fine Bartlett 
pears beside the overseer's house. We were welcome to the fallen fruit, so 
we and a couple of colored boys hid our pears in secret nests to ripen. These 
were usually in one of several straw stacks in the barnyard. Our game was to 
clean out any nest we could discover. Laird was particularly successful and 
his nest could not be found until one day I saw him crawl out through a broken 
lattice under the front porch. There I made a wonderful find of pears buried 
in the sand.

There was always a horse to ride. Once Sam Rock, a small horse which 
had been Al's in his younger days, kicked my broadbrimmed hat off when I tried 
to bridle him in the pasture. He twice threw me but I was never seriously hurt. 
Al then had two spirited horses for riding and driving - a tall rangy black, 
said to be a 2.1*0 trotter, whom he first called Tamerlane and later Caeser. He 
had the reputation of being foolish and I was not allowed to ride him. I re­
member once when he cavorted round the lawn with Al on his back* Al struck him 
several whacks with a long account book which sounded like pistol shots, befcre 
he quieted down. Later there was a beautiful young sorrel called Charlie Horse.

Uncle Deck used a Y/ell matched tea|n of bays called Pet and Tankerville, 
which he drove separately to his doctor's buggy and on Sundays in team to the : 
three-seated Germantown which took us to church in Greensboro, six miles away.

One of my privileges was to ride a horse each day to Goldsboro Post 
Office, one mile away; another was to harness Uncle Deck's horse. Each morning 
the horses and mules were supposed to be watered, so some colored boys and -I 
would mount them in the stable and ride about 100 yards to the water trough, 
which was beside the overseer's house. This was always done without saddle 
or bridle, and at a canter. After drinking, the horses would return to the 
stable. We would catch hold of the top of the door frame and allow the horse 
to walk away to his stall where he was haltered.
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There were usually about six hunting dogs. I remember the names 
of two beautiful setters - a red one called Nellie, and Pluto, a brown and 
whiteo These, together with a couple of pointers, were called bird dogs 
for hunting pheasant and quail, which are called partridges in the South*
Two bandy legged hound dogs were used for rabbits and coon hunting in the 
Fall. No dogs were allowed to stay long in the house for fear of fleas 
and dog ticksthey, together with jiggers, constituted our greatest source 
of discomforto

Al's little horse, Sam Rock, occasionally mounted the dining 
room porch, thrust his head through the open door and asked for sugar.

There were then six hundred acres in peach orchards. I was 
trusted to drive the mule team, Jinney and Jack, which carried peaches from 
the pickers to the bam, where they were packed for shipment, often by the 
freight carload which included consignments from neighboring orchards.
There was a team of oxen and a herd of cattle and several families of ex­
slaves who had cabins and lived on the place. I was instructed to call the 
aged ones Uncle and Aunt but played happily with the many children.

An enormous black man, "Big Ned Henry", always wore his overalls 
and jumper to colored Camp Meetings because he said it was hard to get a- 
way without getting into a fight. Ned drove the ox cart and did much of 
the heaviest work and I liked being with him. His wife, Sallie, was chief 
cook for the house. There was also Uncle Henry Lustie, Uncle Frisbie 
Brown and Ervin, a deaf and dumb young man. These occupied cabins on the 
place where they had their own pig and vegetable gardens.

A quarter mile lane led from the main road to the house and I 
have heard Auntie Kate call to the cook Sallie, "Sallie, kill a couple more 
chickens. I see a carriage turning into the lane".

The little one track railway ran about a quarter mile beyond the 
main road and parallel with it. When guests for Castle Hall were on the 
train the loyal conductor would have a special signal whistle blown, so 
that they could be properly met at Goldsboro Station.

There were chickens, ducks, turkeys, guinea hens, pea fowl and a 
big dove cote full of pigeons for eating and, in addition, we always had 
a home cured ham on the table. In the hunting season rabbits, partridge 
and pheasant.

In that day screens were unknown but an ingenious device, called 
a punka, added much to our comfort. A light hardwood panel about two feet 
wide was swung from the ceiling. A one-foot white muslin ruffle was fastened 
to the lower edge of this panel and this was swung back and forth during each 
meal with a pulley rope held by a little darkey who stood behind Auntie Kate's 
chair. This not only kept flies moving but acted like a fan, except when in­
teresting conversation caused the darkey to hesitate.



There were five acres in the well shaded lawn, a big flower 
garden and a bigger vegetable garden in the rear. Each surrounded by a 
white painted fence. There was also a grape arbor running along ope side 
of the garden where we spent many happy hours when they were in season.

The only cloud in my happy memory is being set down to commit 
to memory several Bible Verses every Sunday afternoon.

I have told elsewhere of Laird's attack of pneumonia in 1881 
after our father's death and how he was made at home at Castle Hall for 
eight years and came back strong and sturdy.

A1 left Princeton University Class of 1385 in his Junior year 
for several reasons - quite painful eye trouble, the serious illness of 
his mother, and because a serious blight ( the yellows) threatened the 
peach orchards, which finally destroyed most of the trees in that neigh­
borhood.

During several years A1 operated a steam dryer plant which he 
had built near Goldsboro Station, giving employment to many people in 
the neighborhood during the season when fruits were available to be 
evaporated.

It was then customary for people for miles around to come to 
the heads of prominent families and ask to have notes endorsed, not only 
for the purchase of property but when crops failed or animals were needed. 
Uncle Deck could not refuse and in 1890 the orchards were gone and a 
number of foreclosures came together. Castle Hall had to be sacrificed, 
although a fortune was on Uncle Deck's books for medical service.

They moved to Denton, the Caroline County Seat, where Uncle 
Deck continued his practice. A1 studied law and was admitted to the 
bar October, l89h*

I well remember attending the Golden Wedding celebration of 
this de&r couple with my mother in 1907. Houses were thrown open all 
around the town for the entertainment of visiting family and friends in 
true Southern style. Gifts were showered upon them from the whole country­
side j beside cakes, pies, and Maryland beaten biscuits there were fowls, 
hams, fish and barrels of oysters and crabs from Chesapeake Bay.

In 1895 A1 went to Baltimore and was married April 1897 to 
Clara Downes, his Denton sweetheart. They purchased 1217 John Street where 
they continued to dispense true southern hospitality for over forty years.

In 1929 A1 was President of the Eastern Shore Society of Baltimore. 
The menu of the Annual Dinner on February 7th contains a splendid cut of 
old "Castle Hall". This society presented a silver service to the U. S.S. 
"Maryland", engraved with a cut of "Castle Hall".

During their latter years a niece, Clara JelwnssTWhitby, gave them 
a daughter's loving care and attention.



THE HARDCASTLE FAMILY and "CASTLE HALL" 

Happy recollections of E. Naudain Simons

Robert Hardcastle in about the year 1700 emigrated from England. (No 
record of wife’s name or any date.)

He acquired a property in what was afterwards Caroline County, Maryland, 
which was described and designated in the deeds as "Golden Bottom," probably be­
cause of the golden colored clay subsoil*

Thomas Hardcastle ( born 1736
( died September 29, 1808

Record of several purchases of property 1776 to 1781. Total holdings 
said to have amounted to 2000 acres, cost L 22,000. Sterling, which may or may 
not have included cost of present house built 1731 from bricks burned in the 
barnyard. This he named "Castle Hall", after the ancestral estate in England.
Two fires had destroyed the houses theretofore built and the family records.

Henrietta (his wife) (born 1739
(died February 21, 1812

William Mollison Hardcastle (born December 2, 1778
(died June 21, 187U

Anna Colston Hardcastle (his wife) (born February 3> 1788
(died March 22, 1865

Alexander Hardcastle, M. D. (born January 2, 1826
(married July 28, 1857 
(died January 2U, 1911

Catherine Naudain Hardcastle (his wife) (born July 9> 1836
(died June 17, 1911

It is family history that Dr. Hardcastle, after his graduation in 
medicine had a strong desire to leave the family estate, much to the chagrin 
of his father, and become an Army Surgeon, but, this was promptly forgotten 
when he met Auntie Kate who was a most attractive and talented person.

Alexander Hardcastle, Jr., Esq. (born January 27, 1862
(married April 7, 1897 
(died July 8, 19U0

Clara Downes Hardcastle (his wife) (born August 27, 1862
(died March 1, 19h9

The writer's earliest recollection of Castle Hall was when I was 
nursed through an attack of scarlet fever in 1377> although my brother Laird 
Hardcastle Simons was born there in 1873*

Auntie Kate was a most devoted sister of my mother,



Taken from Memoirs of Alexander Hardcastle, Jr

• 1862 - 191*0
Last of this branch of the Hardcastle Line

I am an Eastern Shore of Maryland man, bom in "Civil War Times," 
on January 27th, 1862, of English parentage on the Paternal side (Hardcastle, 
Downes, Colston), of Scotch-Irish-French on the Maternal side - Bruce, Petti­
grew, Nodin (anglicized to Naudain)* My ancestor Nodin, of Lanquedoc, France, 
removed to the Scotch-Irish Border at the time of the Massacre of Saint 
Bartholomew, and in Britain these bloods were mingled, and finally came to 
Americao

The records relating to Robert Hardcastle, who came to America 
late in 1600 or early in 1700, are lost to us, owing'to fires that destroyed ' 
his homes on property he acquired in Caroline'County, then Queen Annes County, 
prior to the formation of Queen Anne's County, Old Kent, the'Mother County of 
Talbot Queen Anna's and part, above the Choptank of Caroline*

The records also of my mother's family have faded largely from the 
minds of those living today, and have become traditional* Captain John 
Pettigrew of Revolutionary fame, who fitted out and fought his own privateers 
of the Chesapeake Bay, and Dr* Arnold Naudain, a United States Senator from ' 
Delaware, are outstanding men'of the early history of our family and country*
My grandfather, Elias Naudain, brother of Dr* Arnold Naudain,'lived and 
operated land and boats on the Delaware Bay at and from Lipsic, Delaware*

The only recollection of Civil War times and conditions is a vivid 
one, and requires an explanation* My grandfather, William M* Hardcastle, had 
grown old (88 years), his sons had all left, his daughters married, and for 
the purpose of dissuading my father of becoming a Surgeon in the Army had 
deeded the Castle Hall property to him, subject to its incumbrances and under 
certain condition of maintenance for himself* My Father having taken it over,' 
and married, realizing that the land was becoming exhausted by tobacco raising, 
became interested in raising peaches* The land was kindly to the purpose, and 
he planted large orchards* Transportation required hauling to Camden, Delaware 
the nearest shipping point to Philadelphia and New York markets. Large wagons 
were necessary, and were provided, one to carry 11*0 baskets, the other about 
90; these could only make one trip a day to Camden, Delaware - 16 miles* After 
picking the fruit, sorting it and loading the wagons, the wagons were ready to 
start on their journey at daylight* It will be remembered that slavery existed 
at that time and the Civil War was being fought nominally on that issue* At 
any rate, aside from political discussion my Father held some forty men slaves 
(although when he took the property, he assigned a value to each one and as he 
or she worked it out, they were freed, a number had already been fbeed)* And 
now for my vivid recollection* Early morning, just after daylight, the wagons 
loaded with peaches ready to start to Camden, the colored men in the kitchen
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for breakfast, and the white men come for the purpose of assisting with the 
gathering of the fruit were greasing the wagon wheels* My Grandfather looked 
on and I at his side. Suddenly down the side or service lane appeared a file 
of colored soldiers, commanded by a white officer* He marched his troop to 
the kitchen door, and took every colored man except a big fellow named Frank, 
who dodged behind my mother, picked up the biscuit pestle and then disappeared* 
The picture of the wagon in the side yard, my Grandfather, the men greasing 
the wagon, the soldiers, the officer, the faces of the blacks, the indignation 
of the white men, all is impressed upon my mind, and is recalled today as then.
I have wondered sometimes whether it could be a true recollection, that could 
not be erased from the impressionable mind of a child*

My early years were spent under the dearest and most benigfi influences* 
My father, capable, efficient, skillful, a student, a Country Doctor, loving his 
community, and pouring out his life in its service, 'with little remuneration, 
helpful, kind and considerate, and respected and loved by those he owned* My 
Mother, beautiful (one of three beautiful Women of Philadelphia at time of her 
marriage to Father), gracious, resourceful, supplementing the Father in all 
kindly ways, adored and loved by all who knew her and came under her influence, 
together they were a perfect expression and agency of kindly consideration.

There was large landed property (about 1200 acres) and large in­
herited or assumed indebtedness (when Grandfather'transferred"the property to 
Father there was about $U3,000*00 of indebtedness, although Father did not 
know it was so much) as well as indebtedness assumed subsequently for other 
members of the family and for friends* It was Usual for men of'property in 
those days to assist those not so well provided, by endorsement, or acting as 
surety for the debts of those requesting assistance - a farm, a horse, a cow 
to be bought, would Doctor endorse? My Father never knew how to refuse, and 
often had to pay*.

I was the only child of the Father and H0ther I have'tried to 
describe, in an old home built in 1781 by my Great Grandfather, Thomas 
Hardcastle, and the parlor furniture was made for him in 1792* (I still have 
four of the mahogany chairs, two mahogany tables - which when placed and 
hooked together form a round center-table, a looking glass similar to the one 
at the Washington home at Mount Vernon, and a Brass Lamp, which has been 
operated progressively by candles (I think), sperm oil, whale oil, coal oil, 
and now I have had it electrified*

Uncle Arnold, Mother’s second brother, and his wife Aunt Carrie, 
did not figure directly in the Castle Hall life, though mother was in touch 
with him during his lifetime*

Aunt Maggie and Aunt Sadie, Mother’s younger sisters, were constantly 
at Castle Hall* Mother was their second mother* And without attempting to 
describe them specifically, they were the dearest Aunts in the world, the 
kindest, most thoughtful and best - I loved these precious women* Aunt Sadie, 
after Grandmother died and Uncle Elias married, lived with us in Denton and 
after Father and Mother died in 1911 came to us at 1217 John Street and died 
here in our home dearly loved.
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Uncle Elias Naudain, Mother’s youngest brother, an expert in silk 
and velvet and other fine merchandise, was a typical old bachelor for years 
(but later married Aunt Mattie, a bright and attractive personality), but 
pure gold all through, high type character and life, kind and wise, ever 
ready to help, and always wanted to do the comfortable thing* He was frequent­
ly at Castle Hall in the early dayso I have tried to give an idea of those 
who provided the environment of my early life* It is imperfectly done, and 
does not show the overflowing respect and love I have for them, but there 
are others in the picture, white faces and black faces, all have a distinct 
and clear relation to the whole*

Jimmy Montague, who handled the orchards during peach season,
Fletcher Strangh, who lived on the Upper Farm, Cousin Robert Emmet Hardcastle 
and his family our near neighbors, Robert Culbreths family, Henry Culbreths 
family, the Kuglers - the colored family and friends, viz. Aunt Clemmy, cook 
for over fifty years, Aunt Maria her sister, Sallie the housemaid and most 
wonderful bread-maker. Aunt Clemmy made and beat the Maryland Biscuit* Henry 
Lusty and Mary, his wife, freed by Father before emancipation* Ned Henry, who 
looked after the driving horses and was an expert Oxdriver, Carl Henry, Frank 
Henry who was the only slave not taken by Federal troops when men slaves were 
marched away the memorable early morning I remember as a child of little over 
three years (Frank slipped behind my Mother in the kitchen, when the soldiers 
appeared, and said Miss Kate I don't want to go, she said Frank there is the 
Biscuit Pestle, defend yourself. Frank picked it up and slipped out through 
the house and was the only man-slave not taken, and was with us until he died), 
his wife Henny and their children* Frisby Brown, a fine, honest fellow, who 
was an expert horseman and drove Mother's carriage, when she needed him, and 
handled the wagon teams, I think he taught me most about horses and mules and 
how they should be controlled, surely there were some of the different teams 
he alone could handle - Almira, his wife, Irvin, Almira's deaf and dumb boy 
who was one of my early companions, and yes, close friends and playmates.
There are others that I come upon in my wanderings through the Labyrinth of' 
Recollections, but these were a part of the environment and daily home-life, 
and made the atmosphere in which I started my life* It was kindly, it was 
home-like, in a strong sense it was patriarchal*

Until I was ten years of age, my Mother was my teacher in all lines, 
in 1872 while my Father was a member of the Maryland Legislature, Mother and 
I spent part of the winter with Grandmother Naudain and Uncle Elias at 2103 
Brandywine Street, Philadelphia, and while there I attended Professor Shinn's 
School for two months, and then spent the last month of Fathers time at Anna­
polis with him, and there knew and was closely associated with Senator Daniel 
Fields and Robert Gary, Caroline representative, respectively, of the Senate 
and House* When we returned home I entered Castle Hall School, a public 
school, originally a semi-private school for benefit of Castle Hall children 
and their neighbors and friends, and was a regular attendant until 18?6*

In the Fall of 1876, Centennial year, I went to Philadelphia to 
attend Professor Hastings West Philadelphia Academy, 3£th and Powelton Avenue*
I spent three years at Professor Hastings school preparing for Princeton 
College* The first year I lived with Aunt Maggie and Uncle Laird on Norris 
Street, the day school was at IjOth and Ludlow*
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I spent a part of each Sunday, as well as other times with Grand­
mother Naudain, She was one' of the old fashioned, straight-laced Presby­
terians, but loving and kind, I always think of her with love, respect and 
just a trifle of awe - going to Alexander Presbyterian Church with her 
Sunday mornings and to Sunday School with Uncle Elias in the afternoon,,

As stated above, during my first year at school I lived with 
Aunt Maggie and Uncle Laird Simons. Uncle Laird was a literary man, and 
edited a column in one of the papers, and was engaged in other work of 
like kind, a most kindly man and devoted friend, Aunt Maggie and Uncle 
Laird Simons0 Uncle Laird was a literary man, and edited a column in one 
of the papers, and was engaged in other work of like kind, a most kindly 
man and devoted friend. Aunt Maggie and Uncle Laird had three boys, viz, 
Elias Naudain, Laird Hardcastle and Herbert, Auntie always Said she had 
four boys and I was the oldest one, Laird Hardcastle Simons, the second 
son, was born at Castle Hall, during a time when Uncle Laird was Struggling 
with adverse conditions, and Father and Mother were being helpful, conditions 
improved and they returned to Philadelphia and opened a home*

After Uncle Laird died, Laird H. was in poor health, and we took 
him with us to Castle Hall, and built him into health (his father had 
tuberculosis) and kept him for nine years, a precious boy, and after I left 
college in l88i* was with me constantly when not attending Castle Hall School, 
Our devoted association deepened into dearest love. My Father and Mother 
loved him as their own son, and I as my own brother, Laird H. joined his 
mother and the other boys in Philadelphia, secured a position in the Kid- 
Leather business and finally landed with the William Amer Company, Mr, Amer, 
the President of that company, recognized his ability and developed the • 
business (tanning) along lines suggested by Laird, as the business grew, 
depended largely upon him, and when he died, left Laird his Common stock, 
which with the stock Laird had already acquired, gave him control of the 
company, Laird ran the business until the time of his death in 1936 (June 
17)o Laird's life was in many ways tragic, devotedly in love with his first 
wife, she died in giving birth to their first child. After a number of years 
he met, loved, and married Amelia Alexander, dear, and precious to him and to 
each of us, members of the family, two children were born to them, and both 
by the Caesarean method. The first child, Kuretta, was named for Amelia's 
mother, the second for his father, himself and my father (Laird Hardcastle).

Amelia was wonderful and the children as well, meeting every 
responsibility, Laird had made careful and wise provision for his family, 
and left them well provided for, Ylhen the business was straightened out 
and plans made for the children, Amelia faded aw/ay it seemed, she felt her 
duty was done, her job accomplished, and it was time for her to join Laird. 
The two children have graduated at college, they are dear, both capable, and 
have the kindly, thoughtful instincts of both father and mother. They are 
£oing what they think their father and mother would wish them to do - be 
true, be kind, be Christian, see and know, and develop, and enjoy life, 
make ,it joyous for themselves and others. Hardy has gone into the business 
to study and learn it from the bottom to top, it will be his, when he’s a 
little older, in the meantime he has the association and advice of his Uncle 
A1 and others to rely on*
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In reviewing and considering ray early environment* I cannot leave 

out the mention of my friends* the animals with which I was associated* and 
meant so much to a boy raised in the country* first* my little horse* Sam 
Rock (Sham Rock)* my little dog* Mac* dear to my memory* both of which pro­
vided by thoughtful parents added to my pleasure and education,, I learned 
to ride on the back of Sam Rock* and was soon pushed on him even while my 
legs were so short they stuck out* and if I fell off* as sometimes happened* 
he would wait for me to lead him to a fence or to some place that enabled me 
to climb on his back again - patient and kind* the old fellow carried and 
played with me and with ny little friends both boys and girls* taught them 
to ride* There are many incidents I remember about Sam Rock* one or two I 
want to jot down* viz„ once when riding with Miss Cora Willis* we came fast 
into the lane* Miss Cora lost her balance and became partially unconscious* 
the little horse realized something was wrong* he steadied as I held her in 
the saddlej another time* with Ida Naudain riding him* we were fox-hunting* 
the wind was high and a limb from a tree blew across Ida's lap0 Sam Rock 
acted so quickly and intelligently that he avoided a serious accident,. What 
a dear memory, Little Mac with his tail curling over his back* fussy and 
proud* I do not know his breed, but he was an aristocrat and a kindly gentle­
man, always ready for play, ready always with courage for defence * He was 
part of my education* kindly and had courage, yes, the little dog had a real 
value as a hunter, he was the best squirrel dog I ever knew* his little bark 
would send them to the side of the tree, where they were easy victims to the 
gunner* Once* as I remember* Father and Uncle Jim killed* with the aid of 
Little Mac* over 30 squirrels in a short afternoons

After Sam Rock, I think of Charlie* a blood bay beautiful as a 
picture} of Queen, a picture black* with mouth of iron} Ashby* named for the 
great cavalry leader} later Tankerville, a wild fellow* softened by Father«s 
quiet management, a stand-by for Father and the family} Pet* a brown mare, 
a good side-partner for Tankerville, and a good carriage horse and driver* 
but oh how she could run under the saddle} her son Tamerlane* usually known 
as Caesar, greatest horse of the century, driver* road trotter* (2*1*0), and 
saddle horse* when necessary, and fox-hunter - tall* lanky* hipkapped* a 
wonder horse of service„ He could be the meanest and the best in the world, 
according to the state of his mind, and he had a mind all his owne If he 
was mad or had a contrary spell, it was hard to get harness on him and get 
him between the shafts, and if you did not watch him he would put his iron- 
shod foot on your foot* But if anything unusual happened he would stop and 
stand perfectly still until you were out of trouble, one incident, a patient 
sent for Father in a hurry at night, Caesar was fast, I alone drove him at 
that time, geared to Father's Doctors Phaeton we set out at a fast pace, and 
just before we reached the patient's gate, in crossing a small uneven rough 
bridge the front axle broke in the middle* and the front wheels closed up 
tight and formed a cage* Caesar stopped in his stride, although the top 
of the phaeton came over and rested on his rump0 He stood still while I pulled 
myself along the shaft by using the harness, and ungeared him before Father 
could get out* If he had moved, the pressure of the carriage top would or 
might have excited him, and in our helpless condition, we could easily have 
been severely injured or killedo Another incident of Caesar, viz0, we were 
living in Denton, and I was invited to dine at a nearby town (6 miles) and 
after dinner the whole party was to go to Denton, my then home town, for a
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dancbo I drove Caesar, he was stabled while we were at dinner, several 
teams got off before they attempted to gear my horse to ray buggy, I was to 
take the young lady, guest of the evening, to the dance. The men finally 
succeeded in harnessing my horse and brought him to the house-door, when I 
came out with the young lady they were having trouble to hold him, I 
walked in front of him and told the men to let him loose, they were surprised 
but did as I told them. He was anxious to get off, as other teams had gone,
but stood while I wrapped up, but as soon as I tightened the reins he lunged,
snorted and sent his heels flying over the top, then he settled down to going 
and before the six miles were accomplished, we were leading the procession, 
having made the six mile drive in 22 minutes. The next summer, the same young 
lady was visiting the same place and people, I took her driving, the moon was 
bright, the road sandy, the horse I think must have gone to sleep, he fell flat 
in the road, the young lady said "Funny horse, in winter time tries to kick 
your head off, in summer fall down in the road", I could think of many other
things both bad and good that old horse did, but he had good sense and good
judgment, and was with us until he died.

One Fall, Doctor McClements, who lived at Marydel, a friend of 
Father's, loaned us Pluto, a beautiful Leverick setter, for a part of the 
shooting season. He was a blue-blooded gentleman, a cross of Leverick and 
Gordon, He was a bit wild when he first came to Father and me, but a fine 
intelligent hunter and retriever. We were soon constant companions and de­
voted friends, and we returned him to Doctor McClements with appreciation 
but deep regret, and when Doctor McClements wrote, saying someone had tried 
to poison Pluto, and if I wanted him to come and get him, I went immediately.
He was glad to see me, jumped in the buggy and put his head on my knee, ex­
pressing his happiness and feeling of home-comming. It was a friendship that 
lasted until his death at sixteen years.

On one occasion Will Lamdin and I drove out from Denton about two 
miles, it was early in the season. The dogs had not been hunted, but little.
We left the buggy, and with Old Pluto, Nellie, and the pups Fannie and loung 
Pluto started hunting. Within a few minutes, along a wood in some new ground, 
recently cleared, Old Pluto pointed, the others lined up behind him. Will 
Lamdin became excited and urged that we hurry, fearing the young dogs would 
flush the birds, I said Don't worry Old Pluto won't let them, Will said I 
bet you they will, I said I will bet you that we could take time to smoke a 
cigar and they would hold the point. It was a bet, we moved closer, lighted 
up and sat down. Once one of the pups moved to ease his position, Old Pluto 
turned his head and showed his teeth, I won my bet. We put coveys in the 
woods and followed them, had good shooting, found wood-cock in the woods, and 
when we came out of the woods at the school-house near John Wilson's I had 
38 partridges and wood-cock, Will had, I think, 19° It was good sport, due 
to good dogs. We had a satisfactory pack of hounds, old Rattler and Kelly 
and others, and enjoyed foxhunting. These many animate, active things and 
the scenes they participated in, present themselves as I wander among my 
recollections,

My school days had passed and I had entered Princeton College with 
a classmate and room-mate, Henry Gilmore, and was located at Mrs, Fine's, Jfcr
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early recollections at Princeton center around some fine fellows - Dick Harlan, 
a junior, his brother, Jim Harlan, Barclay, Carson, Jerry Haxall, Frank Roberts, 
and Bland Ballard, the Captain of the Varsity Football Team0 The Freshman 
Football Team of which George Fleming was Captain, Haxall, Hodge, Ned and Phil. 
Peace, Jennison Frank Wadley, Tim Rogers, Tom Wanamaker, Jim Harlan, Kid Carson 
and I were members. We were a husky bunch and won our games0 I was soon 
drafted for the scrub team that gave the Varsity practice. Unfortunately, my 
eyes became very troublesome and Thanksgiving holiday time Father took me to 
Doctor Thomas Go Morton in Philadelphia, who, after a careful examination, ad­
vised Father that I had such a bad condition of granulated lids, that I needed 
immediate treatment, and a cessation of use0 I was taken out of college and 
spent three months at Grandmother Naudain's in Philadelphia, and reported to 
Doctor Morton each day0 The treatment was heroic, and consisted in turning 
up the lids and cutting over the inner surface with a sharp instrument and 
applying Nitrate of Silver on the raw surface, usually it was an hour or more 
before I could open my eyes0 It was a rough tough experience, but salutary 
and accomplished results, and at the end of three months I went home and 
Father looked after my eyes, and permitted me to use them very little, 
occasionally reporting to Doctor Morton for examination and treatment. After 
18 months, my eyes having improved, and the teacher of Castle Hall School 
having resigned, I was appointed teacher for the balance of that school year, 
and so acted, had 76 scholars on the Roll from A. B. C. to Latin and Algebra.
It was a unique and interesting experience, Clinton Wyatt, son of one of my 
Father’s old friends, was my advanced pupil, and afterwards became a prominent 
Preacher in the Methodist Episcopal Church. I have always felt very glad that 
I could be of service to such an ambitious and worthy youth.

I returned to Princeton in the Fall of 1881 and became a member of 
the Class of 8 85, at the same time had close and pleasant relations with my 
original Class of 583. When I entered college in !79, "The Cane-Spree" was an 
established Custom, I was trained by a junior Qhr, and matched with Ned Simmons 
(Uncle of Bessie Simmons, Al*s wife) a Sophomore, he was a splendid fellow, a 
gentleman of parts, and gymnasium trained, but Qhr had trained me well and I 
was strong. I took the Cane in short order, 22 seconds, if I remember correctly.

Billy Hall and I roomed together at Mrs. Warrens and in reunion, we 
separated at end of Sophomore year. Men develop characteristics that separate 
them, although they continue to be good friends, so with Billy and me. My eyes 
were something of a drawback, practically giving out at times. I was getting 
a great deal out of my course, but not what I should. Then too I was beginning 
to realize that Father and Mother were having a hard time to pay my bills, so 
altogether my Junior year at college was not free from anxieties. For a num­
ber of my Professors I had deep gratitude, and a warm feeling, Dr. McCosh,
Dr. Atwater, Professor Winans, Professor Scott, Professor Hunt, General Karge.

Two incidents in my Sophomore year are recalled with particular vi­
vidness, first, my selection to represent my class in the Preliminary Cane- 
Spree, and my hard fight with Hugh Hodge, after more than an hour I succeeded 
in taking the cane from him, second, the Sophomore Reception, the Committee 
for which I was a member of. This Reception was the Social Event of the year.
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Hunter Me Alpin was Chairman. I had charge of the printing and the programs* 
Mrs. Willis and Lizzie came to Princeton for this function and Lizzie was a 
Belle. Father also came on for it and for commencement, we had a happy time, 
and I was very proud of the lovely Delaware girl. I was also Captain of the 
Scrub Football team and occasionally played on the Varsity Team - a badly 
sprained ankle interfering a good deal with my availability. I also trained 
with the secondary boat-crew. Was also doing some work in Whig-Hall (Latin,- 
Greek, English, of which we had a lot) with Professors Packard, Sloan, Orris, 
Cameron, Hunt and Murray and others. I took in regular stride and did fairly 
well in these. Trig and Calculus were not easy for me, my school-days prepa­
ration not having been so good in Math. Science studies most interested me, 
especially work under Professor Scott. Frank Roberts was chairman of ’83 
Class-Day Committee and I was a'member of it. In my Sophomore year on Washing­
ton's Birthday in the gymnasium, I battled Conover '83 for the Middle Weight 
wrestling and lost to him. The next year Dr. J. M. T. Finney'and I ’ 8Ii had a 
hard battle, lasting as I remember the better part of an hour*, and I won the 
championship (for 1881;).

Junior year had a number of percussions, first, a realization that 
Father and Mother were having a hard struggle financially, many fruit trees 
had been killed by the hard winter of 1881-1882, and the crops of peaches were 
seriously affected, second, I was not quite well, my throat was irritable in 
the Princeton air, third, Billy Hall and I had separated after rooming to­
gether for two years, I was living and had my room at the "Fines", fourth, I 
was having trouble with my Physics under Professor Bracket, but pulled through 
comfortably in the end. An incident happened in Physics class, Bond Harriman 
was called suddenly to recite by Professor Bracket, and moved over in front of 
Harris, who attempted to coach him as he was not prepared. The Professor sensed 
what was going on and asked Harriman many questions, finally said that mil do 
Mr. Harriman, thank you Mr. Harris, possibly you would both like to know the 
recitation rates a zero for both of you, as not one question was correctly 
answered.

During my last year in College, I thought much of things religious, 
and came under what our Methodist friends call "conviction" and finally 
joined the First Presbyterian Church of Princeton. Father and Mother had both 
been raised as Presbyterians, but owing to the want of a Presbyterian Church 
in our vicinity, were both members of the Methodist Church.

I was born in a Christian home, of Christian Parents, and raised 
under Christian influences and in compliance and conformity with the forms 
and thought of that Period, viz. the Sabbatical Sabbath, the King James version, 
the actual, true and inspired word of God with every concept that flowed from 
that belief, including the damnation and hell-fire promised for wrong-doing; 
the recognized beneficence of the Father God, and the loving kindness of the 
Saviour. During my youth, I found it hard to reconcile the thoughts and 
wonderings eminating from these beliefs. But could not and did not fully 
accept them for myself.

I was. distrait and embarrassed because of my respect and love for 
my teachers, and my desire to be at one with them, and so it finally worked 
out and we drew together*
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I had begun to think for myself, and resolved for myself, during 

my Junior year at Princeton, that life and nature were not an accident, 
but there was before them and back of them a "Design", and a governing and 
controlling Head, which through all the ages had exercised and'stimulated 
the thought of, the desire for and the recognition of a Divine, all Power­
ful Creator in the minds and imagination of the people of the World.

The New Testament presenting Christ's Life and Teachings appeals 
to reason, and satisfies nthe Heart-Longing of Humanity", and that has craved 
comfort and knowledge, without coertion. We see, around us, the renewal of 
every form of life, the Grass, the Trees, Animal Life, everything apparently 
dies, but wakes to New Life at the appointed ti^e.

With these and other like questions disposed of - my mind settled.
And God, and the Son Jesus Christ are real to me. Since that time (my Junior 
year at Princeton) I have not been particularly interested in church doctrines 
and not at all,in controversial questions. I have been willing to take the 
Life and Precepts of Christ the Guide, and just try to follow as best I 
can, knowing many, many failures.

My Articles of Faith are:
I believe in Fair Dealing, in Honesty, in Truth. And I believe
I should do to others exactly what I would have others do to me.
And finally, I believe in a marvelous God,\ who is unimagineable 

to my finite mind, who rules worlds, and of whose Plan, I am an Indestructible 
Part.

And that our Saviour Jesus Christ came into the World to exemplify 
our God and teach us how to approach him, and how to prepare ourselves to fit 
into the Great, Divine Infinite Plan. I united with the First Presbyterian 
Church in Princeton, and when I came to Baltimore to live Doctor Babcock sent 
for my Letters and I united with Brown Memorial Church Presbyterian and am 
still a member, having rendered during my active years what service I could.

After the fruit season (1881;) was over, I took up in earnest the 
question of general farm conditions. During the next two seasons, we had 
many anxieties, but the frosts were not too unkind and we had fruit, partial 
crops, but we began to see evidence of "Peach Yellows", devastating disease 
that destroyed the trees. We tried everything we could hear of to stay it, 
without avail, we replanted some of the orchards. By the time the years 
1888 and 1889 reached us our orchards were practically ruined and it was 
hard to make a living, even though we had kindly land. There had to be a 
readjustment, wheat and corn and other crops had been subsidiary, even straw­
berries and tomatoes. These were terrible days,; nerverracking and taxing to 
the limit, 'and we realized the Old Home must be soldo-
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In 1890 Father went to Denton, he continued his practice as long 
as his health permitted,, A man, Big in Brain, Big in Character, Big in 
heart, and my Mother Beautiful in Person, Beautiful in Character, Big in 
Brain and Heart - the two making a composite one* It is no wonder she could 
not live after he had gone into The Beyond, but” followed him within a few 
monthso I feel I have a rich heritage» My difficulty has been to live up 
to my entitlements. I am afraid I have not succeeded, although I have tried.,

I was admitted to the Bar in October I89U, and immediately opened 
my office in the Masonic Building in Denton, and almost- at once found some­
thing to do, even though the remuneration was small*

The years 1390-1895 that I spent in Denton were fateful years - 
the loss of the Old Home I loved, the failure of accomplishment, the break 
up, the new environment* It was hard, all hard, and created a depression 
and mental condition that was hard to meet and master.. But, I found kindness 
and sympathy and comradeship in association with Clara Downes, my old, old 
friend* I had always had respect and affection for her, and an under-current 
of unrecognized but real sentiment, which with close association blossomed 
and ripened, as the years passed, into real love, life time love* We grew 
closer and closer, and we realized, before I left Denton in April 1895, that 
we loved, and our desire was and is always to be together, Husband and Wife*

I came to Baltimore in February, 18959 to attend Princeton Alumni 
Association, and visited Kemp Bartlett at the same time* Kemp was the owner 
of a large collection business, Shriver Bartlett and Company* There was a 
blizzard the day following the Alumni Meeting, and I stayed indoors at Kemps 
and amused myself looking over the papers in a case that was giving Kemp 
some anxiety* I came to the conclusion his West Virginia lawyers were in the 
wrong court, and prepared a memorandum or Brief for him on the subject* He 
was pleased and submitted it to .Joseph C* France, his -counsel, who agreed 
with me* I returned to Denton, and in about two weeks Kemp wrote inviting 
me to a conference with him and France, to consider my stepping between 
France and the Collection Agency, and taking over the legal end of the busi­
ness* The result of the conference was that I accepted this proposition of 
a guaranty and one-third of the net profits of my office* It was hard to 
leave Father and Mother, and Aunt Sadie* and doubly hard to leave my sweet- 
heart* But there was hope to make things easy for my loved ones, and that 
our complete union would not be long delayed* I left Denton on the morning 
of April 3th, 1895, to take up my work for Shriver Bartlett and Company in 
a downpour of rain* I remember so well driving to the door of Clara’s house 
for a final "Good Bye"*

I feel that I have been one of the fortunate ones, and that Human 
Nature does not forge closer, warmer, dearer Ties, than those that have and 
do bind me to Father, Mother, to Clara my wife, to Sister Ida and John Wilson, 
to Aunt Sadie, Aunt Maggie, Uncle Elias, to Al' and Bess, to Laird and Amelia 
and to Euretta and Hardy, to Bert and Sarah, to Clara Whitby*



Alexander Hardeastle, Jr. Jan“* 27th’ 1862
July 8th, 191*0

Memoirs written toward trie close of his

I am an ^stern Shore of Maryland man, bom in "Civil War Times * 
on January ^7th, 1862, of .English parentage on the Paternal side 
(Hardeastle, Downes, Colston), of Scotoh-Irish-French on the Maternal 
side - Bruce, Petigrew, Nodin (anglicized to Naudain). My ancestor 
hoain. Ox Lanquedoc, France, removed to the Scotch-Irish Border at 
the time of the Massacre of Saint Bartholomew, and in Britain these 
bloods were mingled, and finally came to America,

The records relating to Robert Hardeastle, who came to America 
lata in 1600 or early in 1700, are lost to us, owing to fires that 
destroyed his hoses on property he acquired in Caroline County, then 
Queen Armes County, prior to the formation of Queen Anne*s County, 
Old Kent, the Mother County of Talbot Queen Anna«s and part, above 
the Choptank, of Caroline,

The records also of my mother»s family .have faded largely from 
the minds of those living today, and have become traditional. Captain 
John Petigrew of Revolutionary fame, who fitted out and fought his own 
privateers of the Chesapeake Bay, and Dr, Arnold Naudain, a United 
States Senator from Delaware, are outstanding men of the early history 
of our family and country. My Grandfather, Elias Naudain, brother of 
Dr, Arnold Naudain, lived and operated land and boats on the Delaware 
Bay at and from Lipsic, Delaware,

I find as I grow older, that my mind recalls scenes, incidents 
and thoughts that early in life made an almost unconscious impression, 
but have to some extent revived and in many Instances came to vivid 
life.

I feel a strong call to wander a bit in the labyrinth of recol­
lections, and one for which I am grateful, is a clear recollection 
and picture of Grandma Hardeastle, her kindly and sweet personality, 
that left a lasting impression on the mind of a child three years and 
two months old, when she died. The only recollection of Civil War 
times and conditions is a vivid one, and requires an explanation. My 
Grandfather, William M. Hardeastle, had grown old (88 years), his sons 
had all left, his daughters married, and for the purpose of dis­
suading my Father of becoming a Surgeon in the Army had deeded the Castle 
Hall property to him, subject to Its incumbrances and under certain 
condition of maintenance for himself. My Father having taken it over, 
and married, realizing that the land was becoming exhausted by tobacco 
raising, became interested in raising peaches. The land was kindly 
to the purpose, and he planted large orchards. Transportation re­
quired hauling to Camden, Delaware, the nearest shipping point to 
Philadelphia and New York markets. Large wagons were necessary, and 
were provided, one to carry 140 baskets, tho other about 90; these could 
only make one trip a day to Camden, Delaware — 16 miles. After picking 
the fruit, sorting it and loading the wagons, the wagons were ready to 
start on their journey at daylight. It will be remembered that slavery 
existed at that time and the Civil War was being fought nominally on 
that issue. At any rate, aside from political discussion my Father 
held seme 40 men slaves (although when he took the property, he assigned
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• value to each mm and as he or mho worked It oat. they w**re freed,Lwsflw hi.d already bf*$» freed)* And rm for my vivid nocolXeet ion* 
*1? ndag| Just after daylight, the ?mgos* loaded with pnacheii Jiraf to start to Ss»d«£, the colored »<m In the kitchen for 
fast, and the -shite aos ©cw for the purpose of assisting with the 
fathering of the fruit «e» €*****£&£ the wagon wheals* «y Cirandfather 
looked X at hie side* Suddoiily down the elds or servie# lane

appeared a file of color el soldiers, rosamvied tar a shite ©ffiser*
He ssrohed hi? troop to the kitchen door, and took wary eolorad man except a Mg Mlov nested Frank, who dodged hohiwl ssy mother, picked 
5 biscuit peritlo and then disappeared* the picture cf the wagon in the side yard, ay Cfrnadfatfeir, the acta greasing the «M90| the soldiers, tho of fleer, the faces of the blacks, the i»li*»afci0a of the 
shits non, all is Impressed npor* sry ^ind, and Is recalled today as 
then* I haw# wondered »auetiiB0* whether it esuld. he a tr*ie resol- 
leetlon, that could act b© erased frora the IhgiWwawiWBftll* mind of a

m 1 m not neeesaarily as active in the mny duties of wy legal prof sealon, us for so mty y^ars (over 40), X hare been thinking hock •few the Sayres* 1 was. eagtpsrlsiMMMt, miooiallew, scenes, tfccMhis, 
tfciS hare beam ay lire for more than Td years, m overman of &<* 
noimal alletwetit of years* Ob the theory that there is no leas or waste In She economy af oar iiiN^-'that soasthing, *ven though 1 *tighfc 
not realise what, night ho salwaged and h«t of benefit or tnfero&ttcn 
to saloons, C»1 though I fully vmltm that e&pwienee is the only 
teacher) X have attesapt^d this aiBiwarurtwHu

My early years ware apsnt under the dearest and issss benign 
Influence*# My Esther, edible, efficient, skillful* a student, a 
Cmsitry Doctor, loving his e««iby, and pairing out his life In its 
ssrrise. with little resmmoratisn, helpful, kind, tmaelflsh, r%s&y and willing to do for his neighbors* A slave owner, yes, but 
t&vsghtfd, kind and considerate. and respected and Xows4 by 
he owned* ty tastatar, beautiful of ms beautiful vmm of Fbiladsljfcia at time of her narrlafs to Father), gracious, roseurce- 
ful, supplicating the Father in all kindly *rays, adored and loved 
by all Vho know her and «M» waft** her tefluonee, together they were 
a perfect a^aadsi and agency of kln*Uy r ons idera tion#

fhsra we largo landed property (about ififiNacrww} and SjnMt 
Inherited ar asauaod indebtedness (whan Omndfathcr fenusaferrwi the 
property to Father tlw# me about #4S,000*00 of altneu^Father did not hsv it was as teach} as wd# as i?»lsbtednens aaeawod 
sa^e^rstly feer oth^? sM»bt>rs of family ay»i for friends* tt 
waa itiiiwil for son of profcrtQT in thos«> 0e^» to assist those ru>t no well prowled, by endorsement, acting as stirety for the debts of thos^ revesting asaiatance -• a fara, a horse, a eoe to he bought, 
would Doctor ©ndorsof My Fatlwr nswor k»«®w to refuse, and often 
had to pay.

X was the only child of the Father tmd Mother X have tried to 
describe, in an old ham built in W by sty $r«at ^andfath^r fhmaa 
Hardeastle, and the parlor furniture was mm» for him in 1792* (2 still
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ha\r«j four of the mahogany eteirti, two mahogany tables — which when 
placed and hook -d together fora a round center-table, & looking glace similar to the one at the tfashiagtm heme at Mount Varum* and a Brass 
Lamp* which has been operated gro^<*©sively by candles (2 think), 
sperm oil. whale oil. coal ell* and new I have had It electrified*

. The thought of Father. Mother, the old home* the aumsshap 
and environaieni suggest the otter members of our family* A part of 
*sy earliest recollection at Castle Hail Is my Grandfather William 
Hollis torn terdcasfclo, ho was 84 when I was born and lived until 1874. when he ted almost reached his 86th' year* My impressions of Grandfather 
are clem and distinct, a kindly, courteous, affable gentleman to* 
terastod In the affairs of the family, although he had relinquished all 
responsibility. A fall dm to this interest ultimately caused his 
death* masts cattle* bogs, ete* ware butchered, and fceusg in Use smoke­
house, it was and ted betm for years his ousters to list the different 
kind* md classes of the meat on the smokehouse door* In chalk and also 
the withdrawals of the seme* ate he wished to do It himself, ate 
filially when ho was past 94 he fell backwards from the top step before 
the smokehouse door, as he reached up. and struck his head cm the 
brick p&wessmt* ate from this fall be never fully recovered and died 
in June 1874.

kf Grateusther. Anna Colotctn H&rdcastle. I remember as a sweet 
kindly, mailing old lady. 2 was only a little over throe years, when 
she died In March 1868* Otters, tall Charlie ate his family were 
beneficiaries of »y parents, until his death at Castle Hall* tfneie 
Will's wife ted died ate ho made his home at C&atle tell until he 
died* Aunt Angle Ooldsbough, Father's youngest sister, wife of Br*
0* W* Ool&sbottgh of Greensterough* Maryland, was not teppy in ter 
hmo for a time, ate spent a good deal of tie# at Castle Hall, and 
gave Grandfather gracious ate careful care* After Grandfather's 
death she returned to her own bam to Greensborou^, when ®te book 
np ter home life with Sr. Goldsbougb for the rest of his life, ate 
after his death, ste centime* in tte home carefully eared for in 
most kindly manner by Hr. Goldsboagh's grandchildren by a fame 
carriage* There were many that cam and went, especially in the 
swamr seasons. Auntie Brown's family, Cousin Annie, Cousin bids. 
Cousin Batallo PtOlaa, her two children, Bev. John W* Dulles (the 
Dullos were all fine), Auntie Brown {m*a Ass*) was tecs ate kite, 
ate I remember that ate ate her daughters added something to 
school days In Philadelphia* !fc*fc tte Mewsrsmi Charles Brown* Uncls 
Brown as always spoken of in tte family, never inapirte me with confi­
dence. ate later at tte instance of hi* own nan William fay dear Cousin 
$111) took advantage of my Fatter, ate by Cousin bill's cA-e-^. *■■»«-» >. •
Fatter ultimately lost Castle Sail - tte old heme. Stele Brown's 
consent to tte shrewd chicanery of will Brown made sac, as s boy, 
feel that te was a pompous old fraud. I ©ay have something mom to 
say on this matter Inter*

My Father's brother, Thomas, I mover knew, te ted died before ay 
recollections begal, but I knew laost of bis children, Cousin Ada 
(Adelaide EAXenberg), Cousin Belle (Parrish), Cousin Kate, Cousin 
Anna, ate Br* Jamas ate his family of girls ate Hal, who lived at

- 3



Geoiltoa and whom I have mmt pleasant recollections of visiting*

Mmt flUi® Kennedy, on© of the dearest, ehirpieat members of the family. she married Row. Georg© S. Kennody, an earthly Saint.X rover© his w«7. Ho had two children by a first marriage, Dr. 
Stiles Kennedy, devoted to ay Father and Mother and loved by all of 
us, and Cousin Hen who married a West Virginia mn named Lewis, 
wh© was drowned in a flood when their home was washed away. frank 
mad Nathalie wore the children of Unde Kennedy and Amt Tillie, both

the Manloves lived in Greensborough, amt Amanda, am of 
i (Malvina) married Pemberton llaalovo. Cousin Anne died. Cousin Llbblo died (married Dr* StanSbury and removed to California), Lena 

(married M. S« Mutchlor and lived la Ponton until he died) (is now in 
Parsons Homo in Salisbury, Md*), Carrie, married Fred Roe and lived 
in Greensboro, fc&* until time of her death, left a daughter Annie Roe, 
who married Keen© S&ulsbory and la living in Hanover, Pennsylvania, and William Pemberton, who has died within the last two or three years* 
This family of relatives I mm most of as X grew up, and loved them all 

will was ay

at
Father*® Brother, fed© Nod (Edward I'ortlater), a Doctor, lived 

Trapp©, Talbot County, Maryland, and for him Father always had the atest appreciation for and of. He gave Father his first tickets son nodical College, started him on his life work, feel© 
finally in Easton, Maryland (85 years), Mmt Arm!© had pro- 
him* His son, Doctor i^dward, died leaving a daughter Nanny, 
her mi Nanny Hears. Nanny Hardcastle married Charlie

J
Ned died
whoso motherFisher and they have a daughter, Nancy, all thro© of these people .are 
charming and very dear relatives* Will is living, and so Is dith 
living with Nanny fisher, her niece* Uncle Ned*a sons, Addison and inmost, dlod Just after reaching manhood (tuberculosis). Cousin Alio© 
died after her Father and Mother*

Doctor Edward (Uncle Ned*s aim) Hardcastle married & second time, 
but X do sot know his children, but have heard they arc not very successful in keeping out of trouble. Uncle Ned ms a capable and 
efficient physician, charming in manner, kindly and courteous, and dearly loved, for years & member of the School Board of his County.
X visited fed© Ned and Aunt Annie a good many times, rode with feds 
led In making his visits, and loved to be with him* X think X had 
and have sore respect for him, than any tserbor of the Hardcastle family.

Am incident of a visit to Trapp©* Will was teaching the local 
school, Edith a successful musical student, these two with lisa Sallie 
Clark were the nucleus of the choir of the Episcopal Qirareh, when Mr. talker was rector* When making a visit X went with Edith and 
mil to choir rehearsal* Will disappeared for a few moment* and w© 
were startled to so© him dressed in the Minister** robes, and wo wore also startled by hi* almost perfect impersonation, gesture and toning 
of vole©, /amt Annie ms never strong and after the death of Addison and Earnest, she was guarded and protested, considered as an invalid, 
and exercised the privileges of such in act and expression* X want 
to make it plain X was a great admirer of feel© Nod, and enjoyed being 
with him.



Steal* Jim Naud&ln, Bother** oldest brother, after hi* wlfo died.kww nmmmm

Glaya, K&tlc the aiiddlc onelived withGrandmother Maudlin* Ubclc J'iia Had failed in business* He w&a a genius in Many ways, could

S%£ i anything that he saw* Aftoi* living i© lived with Uncle Bliss and- until he died* Ida Kaudafn remain^ at Castle Hall thro*^ 
girlhood, and afterwards went to Ffiiladalphia and aarrlod Corbet Baud*in and finally died* Clara laudain ress&lnad with us, witb 'lxh ana xinsixy oieu* ^xara nauasm rfoaanea wit a US. ana wcsus to live in Scnton, when she set Jim Todd and serried his,

1 his death Married a man by the name of Patterson, and has s 
► X have little to say of these two girls, there was dose . *«. i ^ " " ** hen 1^0 bonds of Mnahta tlgtitcucd,

hardly knew what, that did not 
that both those girls, for who®

association la the hut always, there was 
•com to belong* And finallyMother and Father both _______ ^ _____  w _______________
years of pleasant association are spoiled by ctbar reediest! 

not and do not want to

fed

X will

Lreetly ii 
srixsg his

and tile wife \s*srarjkw,
life, though Mother ms in

stantly at Castle Hall, 
attempting to describe the dearest iuntai

their
specifically, blssy 

in the world, the kindest, most thoughtful and best - X loved these 
precious woeiesu Aunt Sadie, after Grandmother died and Thiele Bliss 
varried, lived with us in Ponton and after Father and Mother diad in 
1911 osne to us at m? Soto ^trset «*d died Inn in our bona dearly

Uncle Bliss Kmtdaln, Mother ts y 
silk and velvet and Ctfear fine 
for years <but later mrrted 
personality), but 

Te, kited sad wl

, an expert in
was a typical old bachelor __
hritoft cd sfcfcrsCtlTC

lira, Kiwi sna wise, ev«r ready to help, ana always m»w w aw &«« comfortable thing. 8* was frequently at Castle Hull In the early days. I Mtc tried to giro an id®* at those who provided the snvironaant of my early Ilf®* It Is imperfeotly done, and doe# not show the over-t respect and love I have for thorn, hat thore ore others In the 
►, whits fanes and blaok i’&a&m, all have a list Inst and el ear 

relation to tto whole.
Jimmy Montague, who handled theto, who handled toe orenaros during Peaoh * 

who lived on tto 3pp«r Farm, Cousin Rsfcortstrangh,
Le and hl> - the eolored fa; lly and friends,

vis." Aunt Glecssy, oacIf for over SO years. Aunt Marl* tor sister, Sallie
boat the Maryland Biscuit. Henry tasty rad Mary, his wife, freed by 
Father before emancipation. Med Henry, who looked after the driving^ -----  o^l arawr, ,----- —--- -- —

troops when 
rossossbat* as <the only slave notaway the memorable early morning--------- — - - -three yoara (Frank slipped behind ay Mother in the kifeeton, when the



soldiers appeared, and said Mias Sate I don't want to go, she said 
Frank there is the Biscuit Pestle, defend yourself* Frank picked 
it up and slipped out through the house and was the only man-slave 
not taken, and was with us until he died), his wife Kenny and their 
children* Frisby Brown, a fine, honest fellow, who was an expert 
horseman and drove Mother's carriage, whan she needed him, and handled 
the wagon teams, I think ho taught me most about horses and mules and 
how they should be controlled, surely there were some of the different 
teams he alone could handle - Almira, his wife, Irvin, Ahsira's deaf 
and dumb boy who was ono ©f ray early companions, and yes, close friends 
and playmates. The^e are others that I com© upon in ray wanderings 
through the Labyrinth of Recollections, but these were a part of the 
environment and daily home-life, and made the atmosphere in which I 
started ray life. It was kindly, it was haae-like, in a strong sense 
it was patriarchal, because Fatner and Mother both recognized & deep 
responsibility for those about us, it will have to be remembered that 
our colored friends were starting a new life, for which they had no 
preparation. It was Impressed upon me that I had a responsibility foe* 
others less well placed, and that I had a further responsibility to 
provide a standard character and conduct* Doctors, and Miss Kate's 
son was expected to be a little better in manner, in appearance, and 
particularly in character and conduct, for this was paid to a© a 
loving service and esteem, that sometimes made it a bit hard to re­
strain the innate tendency to pride of position and birth. But such 
was the love and respect for ray Father and Mother, that I grew up in 
an almost paternal or feudal atmosphere.

Until I was ten years of age, ray Mother was sty teacher In all 
lines, in 1872 While ray Father was a member of the Maryland Legis­
lature, mother and I spent part of the winter with Grandmother 
Haudain and Uncle Ellas at 2103 Brandywine Street, Philadelphia, sad*., 
while there I attended Professor Bhuttos School for two months, and 
then spent the last month of Father* SIke at Annapolis with him, 7 . 
and there knew and was closely associated with Senator Daniel Frieds /***■•*< 
and Robert Gary, Caroline repre8ent^tive,respoetively,of the Sena&i 
and House# When we returned tot I entered Castle Hall School, a 
public school, originally a semi-provate school for benefit of Castle 
Hall children and their neighbors and friends, and was a regular 
attendant until 1876. My first teacher, tommy Jarman, was an unusual 
man, but undoubtedly a good teacher, and under him I advanced rapidly.
He did not spare the rod, I can see him now, walking before his class, 
chewing the end of a black-gum switch, and holding the close attention 
of each member of the class* He got results# Miss Cara Willis filled 
the vacancy when Mr* Jarman died, a daughter of Doctor /illis of 
Preston, Md*, a friend of my father's, she came to Castle Hall to live 
and press ray education. Sh© was a lovely girl, we studied and rode 
horseback, but she died during the year from an overdose jf medicine 
taken to relieve pain* Her end was tragic, the servant found her 
lying on tho floor in her roam, when she called her in the morning.
A Mr. Hough, who had bought the Cuylor property opposite the school 
house, took over the school, he had been a teacher and was equipped 
to start ae in Latin and more advanced studies. After he left or died,
I forget which, ay Father was instrumental in securing Marshall 3*
Mut abler, a recent graduate of Dickinson College, who lived at Castle 
Hall, and gave ae special service, practically was ay Tutor.



In the Fall of 1876, Centennial year, I went to Philadelphia 
to attend Professor Hastings West Philadelphia Academy, 35th and 
Powelton Avenue. I spent three years at Professor Hastings school 
preparing for Princeton College. The first year I lived with Aunt 
Maggie and Uncle Laird on Horris Street, the day school was at 40th 
and Ludlow, and that gave me 60 block or Philadelphia squares each 
way every day. The other years I lived in the school, 35th between 
Powelton Avenue and Race Street. During my three years at the school 
I had the advantage of instruction in Latin and Greek by Professor 
Scott, a scholar and fine teacher and by Professor Hastings, in 
Arithmetic, Algebra and in English, in higher mathematics not so good. 
Owing to the death of the Professor, who taught Geometry during my 
last year at school, after entering Princeton without conditions or 
qualifications, I found afterwards I was not well grounded in that 
subject, and had to struggle with my Math. During my years at school,
I spent a part of each Sunday, as well as other times with Grand­
mother Haudain. She was one of the old fashioned, straight-laced 
Presbyterians, but loving and kind, I always think of her with love, 
respect and just a trifle of awe - going to Alexander Presbyterian Church 
with her Sunday mornings and to Sunday School with Uncle Elias in 
the afternoon.

My years at school in Philadelphia were most pleasant and I 
made many warm friends. A few of them I would like to recall - Will 
and Mary Black, Lulu Bennett, a beautiful girl, fine and keen of wit, 
Lizzie Knight, Mary Paul, beautiful girls, Marjorie Henry, Frank 
Smiley with whom I became close friends before we graduated, he visited 
me for a number of summers and worked with me in Peaches and afterward 
became a Presbyterian minister, Ed. Hastings, a nephew of Professor 
Hastings and himself a teacher, was & Pal, and a good fellow.

As stated above, during my first year at school I lived with 
Aunt Maggie and Uncle Laird Simons. Uncle Laird was a literary man, 
and edited a column in one of the papers, and was engaged in other 
work of like kind, a most kindly man and devoted friend. Aunt Maggie 
and Uncle Laird had three (3) boys, viz. Ellas Naudain, Laird Hardcastle 
and Herbert. Auntie always said she had four (4) boys and I was the 
oldest one. Laird Hardcastle Simons, the second son, was horn at 
Castle Hall, during a time when Uncle Laird was struggling with 
adverse conditions, and Father and Mother were being helpful, con­
ditions improved and they returned to Philadelphia and opened a home.

After Uncle Laird died, Laird H. was in poor health, and we took 
him with us to Castle Hall, and built him into health (his father had 
tuberculosis) and kept him for nine years, a precious boy, and after 
I left College in 1884 was with me constantly when not attending Castle 
Hall school. Our devoted association deepened into dearest love.
My Father and Mother loved him as their own son, and I as my own brother. 
Laird H. joined his mother and the other boys in Philadelphia, secured 
a position in the Kid-Leather business, and finally landed with The 
William Amer Amer Company, Mr. Amor, the President of that company, recog­
nized his ability and developed the business (tanning) along lines



suggested by Laird, as tbs business grew, dapsaided largely upon 
hiss, and whan ho died, left Laird hi* Common stock, which with the 
stock Laird had already acquired, gave his control of the company, 
laird ran the business until the t£a« of hia death in 1936 (.Tuna 17). 
!Mxd*a life was in may way* tragic, devotedly in leva with his first 
wife, she died in giving birth to their first child. After a number 
of years ho net, loved, and Harried Amelia Alexander, dear, and precious 
to hte sad to each of us, seater# of the family, two children wore 
bom to thess, and bote by tee Caesarean method. Sh» first child, 
Karstta, was nsaod for Amelia*# meteor, tee second for his fatter, 
hlaaolf and ay father (Laird Hardcastle). The strain due to the 
condition of Amelia** health (* tuberculosis condition after Fimsaonla), 
and the additional a train of business condition*, took tele of hi#

art to 1954 ~ 1935 tm bad «. br©ak art was f ©pert t© qplt for 
a ttoe, tat »<nsisi8& to some bask strong and wa© apparently well, to© 
amck ©sms© after « &*tw4bqr aftossoorts work m tis stanitsa art 
flowers, ha b©«*aa uii©amci©aa and nevor rallied (Appoplaxy)*

toalla wartarfal and the ©hlllran aa wall, mating ©*«3ry 
responsibility# Laird had md§ careful sad wtoa protista® for hto 
fsrtly, imd loft thaa well profited te. Whan th© business was 
strrtgftts&artl out and plans arts far to children, Amelia frtrt away 
it ©aiart, she fait hop duty was har job aeaorspllahad, art It
was ttoa for h» to joto Laird# too two ohildroan tor© grrta&tsd at 
©ellega, they are dear, hath e&pabl©, and tor© the kindly, thoughtful 
Inst toots of both father and motor* fttey are doing what toy thtok 
their father and motor would rtsh tfeam to do - he tnw, he fclrt, 
he Qhriatlan, see art knew, and teMUe9 sad enjoy life, make it 
Joyous for tonsolmi and others* Barty has gos© tots the business 
to study and Imm It tem the hetteei to top. It will bo his, when he»s 
a little older, to the meanfetee he has the asaoieiASiari and adrloe of 
his Oh©!© H art others to rely on*

I to© trirt to todle&ts the mirrourttogs of rsy early lltof 
plusklng hs» and there a rwwdloetlon as X wmi&m* to the Labyrinth* 
Mother art Fa tor had a imry derotrt lore for Uncle Dan art Awt 
Mary (Kotor** fathers sister} Co^gill, It was at their toe to 
Dower, Delaware they sot art learned to lows each other* toe wlslts 
w© used to make to Dhole Dan art Aunt toy war© a ^ they w» 
kirtnesa partonifirt. toafr grart<S*a#ifc*r», Cora art Lou, were 
toutlfui* After I cam© to Baltimore to lire X saw s good deal of 
Lou, who had Howard Bazhan* I always was demoted t# Law
Cora X did not know so well* to Harms is mm Slth Cora's darter, 
to fcsssbsrt is frssldsBEt (Clothier} of ftefcgss mlloge**3-<r^ *4- Ai,/Uta c-.CSLcie^

Returning to ay school days, in my second year at Professor 
Busting* I had a severe illness* tear® was an cpidamie of (Spotted 
Typhus) fever in west Philadelphia, Aunt Sadie tote a® bams, and 
Fates* and Hotter cared for m and pulled m through - Many died 
Antes my pleasant recollections of those school years are Cotwin*
Annie and gellie Grows and Cousin Jennie Bcnastt. By (teals Ton 1 
never saw, but we bad an oil painting of hi®, that Father gave to 
hi* daughter Cousin Ada Xatenterg, who lived in Hew fork and afterward* 
went to Serraaay. Cousin Bell Parrish, Cousin Sate tec Married and went
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to England to live, X lure forgotten the »««, «.
?ennook, Onele Tor's daughters ware «n shaming women, hut a little different, and with the exemption of Cousin Ada, left on ny young 
mmopy the Impression of instability. Cousin Jarose, his son, « assisted ty ay Father to acquire a aedloal education, ho and Ids 
wife Cousin Sallio lived In Ceollton, Maryland and straggled to 
raise a family of aovnral girls and a son Barry, usually called 
Consin Jerome and Cousin Sallio were pleasant and kind to visit, 
and the girls were all attractive, nice relatives, :any members o: 
ay Bother's family and relatives I Imew slightly and did not often

Is. that they

the family. Aunt 
he could

In contact with, but ay recollection of them », 
ling, infilled, Intelligent, particularly Cousin Dan and w# Corbitt, Cousin will and Cousin Martha Reynolds, Cousin Charles 

Douglas, Aunt Atm Hall and tor daughter* and Cousin Jim Ball, her 
one of Aunt Ann*« daughters, Cousin Clara Hardly, was on® of the 
most attractive Rn& dearest wesson Z ever knew. I always felt 
was sore like ay Jottor than any other 
Clara Wilson* the mottor of Jacob Wilson, a 
get Mrs msio oat of a violin or banjo tha
hoard, and for s long time he did not get much oat of Ilfs, bat was adored by children, dors aal horses, and finally by a splendid woman Cousin Sadis, he was often at Castle Hall and always welcome.

1 days at Prof^aor listings, our school and city 
nsolldated with will Black, Sam ?ats.We were a strong school teem, won 

■h bast University of Tmxas ylvania freshmen, beat if 
and then played a tic with its Junior Toss, from which its 

i was largely drawn, two mm 2 reejanfear clearly Ji 
and George ftoyer. I met Jack Shayer years after in the U* S. Court 
in Baltimore, he was a Vice President of Pennsylvania Railroad Compaq. Work with this toss prepared me for the Freshman Team at 
*jnd assured sae a place on the sssctNtssft that helped train the 
University ^eaia. Bland Ballard was Captain

in reviewing and considering ay early environment, 2 
leave out the mention of ay friends, the animals with which 2 was associated, and scant so much to a boy raised in the country, first, 
ay little horse asm Rook (Sham Hook), my little dog Mac, dear to my 
memory, both of which provided by thoughtful parents added to my 
pleasure and edae&tiOft. X learned to ride on the bask of i 
and was noon maM on him even While my legs were so »hor__________ pushed on him even while my legs were so short they
out, and if 2 fell off, as seedtimes happened, to would wait for 0© 
to lead him to a f mm or to seme place that enabled m to climb on
his 
with
two^f^want to Jet" doi^ vis. once when riding with Miss Cere'Willis, 
we erne fast Into the lane, Hiss Cora lost her balance and became 
partially unconscious, the little torse realised something ms wrong,, to steadied as I told to? in the saddlef another time, with Ida Haudain 
riding him, we were fox-hunting, the wind was high and a limb from & 
tree blew across 2da*s lap. Sam Kook acted so quickly ^ intolligmtlj that to avoided a serious accident, hat a dear ssaaory. Little Mac witt

.sad am to a rsnoa or to acme pzaco saav amoiw. ism w suav wi >aok again - patient and kind, the old fellow aarrlad and played 
i no and with ay little Mania both boy* and girl a, taught than •Ido. There ora sany Incident* I renoaba? about 3an iioak, ano_ar 1 want to lot doon. via. once when riding with Mlaa Cora *11118,
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hi® tail curling over his hack, fussy and proud* I do not too* 
his breed, hut he was an aristocrat and a kindly gentleman* always ready for play, ready always with courage for defence* H© was part 
of my education, kindly and had courage, yes, the little dog had a real value as a hunter* he was the host squirrel dog Z ever knew, 
his little bark would send thorn to the side of the tree, where they 
ware easy victims to the gunner* Ones, as X remember, Father and 
tool© yia killed, with the aid of Little Mao, over SO squirrels in 
a short afternoon*

As X wander in the Labyrinth, recollections crowd in - the 
horses, the males, the oxen* the old red cow even that nobody 
but Aunt Glerasy could milk*

After &m Bock* X think of Charlie, a blood bay beautiful as a picture; of Queen, a picture black* with mouth of iron; Ashby, 
named for the great cavalry leader; later tedestoriUe, a wild follow, 
softened by Father*# quiet management, a stand-by for Father and the family; Pet* a brown mare, a good side-partner for TankoljviXlo, and a ^ 
good carriage tors© and driver, but oh how she could run under the 
saddle! fcsr sen Itostlam, usually known as Caesar, greatest horse :• 
of the century* driver, road trotter <2*40) and saddle horse, when — 
necessary, and fox-tenter - tall, lanky* hipkapped, a wonder torse of service* He could be the meanest and the tost in the world, ac­
cording to the state of his mind, and he had a mind all his own*
If to was mad or had & contrary spell, it was hard to get harness 
on him and get hi® between the shafts, and if you did not watch his 
to would put his iron-shod foot m your foot* But if anything un­usual happened to would step and stand perfectly still until you 
were out of trouble* me incident, a patient sent for Father in a 
hurry at night, Caesar was fast, X alone drove hi® at that time.

uneven rough bridge to© front axle broke in the middle, and the front wheels closed up tight and formed a cage* Caesar stepped in 
his stride, although the top of toe phaeton cam© over and rested on his rump* He stood still while X pulled myself along the shaft 
by using the harness, and ungeared him before Father could get out 
If to tod moved, the pressure of tto carriage top would or might 
have excited him, and in our helpless condition, we could easily 
have toon severely injured or killed* .mother incident of Caesar, 
vis*, we were living in Denton, and I was invited to dine at a nearby 

,<v—*tosm (0 miles) and after dinner toe tools party wmm to go to Denton* 
my tton home town, for a dance* I drove Caesar, ho was stabled while 
ws were at dinner, several teams got off before they attempted to 
gear ay ho-ae to my buggy. I was to take the young lady, guest of 
toe evening, to the dance* the tmn finally succeeded in harnessing ay horse and brought him to the house-door, when X cam® out with too 
young lady they wore having trouble to hold his* X walked in front 
of him and told the men to let him loose, they were surprised but did as X told them* He was anxious to get off, as other teams had 
gone, tot stood wails X wrapped up, tot as soon as X tightened ttor reins to lunged* snorted and sent his tods flying over tto top, toon to settled down to going and before the si® miles were accomplished, 
we were leading the procession, having made tto 6 mile drive in 22 minutes* Xto next summer, the same young lady was visiting toe same 
place and people* X took her driving* the aeon was bright, tto road
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ymm toad off* to '«mr falls dam 
s»»y other things bate bad and goad t! 
good some and good Jttdgsimt* arsd was

ijjjgpfljL to mister teM^tosM ^ ^ho^se X think mat have gam to sleep* be foil flat to
* SMt* in i *
tee road*5 I could think of 

4 horse did* but 
ns until ho died*

Ma&eppa ss# tee finest amiHis horse I mm? roto* easy* _ 
isumI* * muponsfm spring. to oeald so pass his stride in cantering* sm oould walk beside him* he ms f«t. imd ««ld jts^p anything in reason* Sark brown in oolor* almost black, he ms a graceful beauty* to loved fox-hunting and aXwsy* wanted to closely follow tto dogs ibid teat tends ©e into a by-p&te of recollection, an incident, of him wiiM&e$8 mi prswowo* mm mm mmMim* nhile f<»-t»mting* 1 was riding him down a road* between fields with femes eate side* and woods
la the woods to the left* tosspjm homsm Impibiant* ho wanted to go* 
to sloselv follow tee dogs* to boocato impatient* atmppcd the bit 
between his tooth and tore down the lam at a dtssay pass* X found it 
would be iBspoaslble to control his before X instead a gate white ms 
olosed to tto toms yard ahead of mo* and before the gate was a 
firs or six foot wide* with horse oat of control* mid-hole and gate 
ahead* X mw my only ctoseo ms to ride him for the Jump of ausdtol# 
sad gate in mw spring* sad that is what he did* jumped bole and

either* passed around tee house throat the bouse-

was stormed wite this
X feel teat

X lucky* tools tod loved to ride 
follow and we lot his haws hi® and to rode 
fine horse w&s Sorrel Charlie* bote a good driver and hunter*

Of tee ©aloe* kittle tete* small and used under tto teste ttote was also a fine saddler* to was a kites* pa? excellence* tern his loom* threw a stick at hi MS* teat etite weald mm tote at you and you would probably have to n dodge* tee tees* Jerixle* She lead* Oracle and tat* *tto Britte*, were y*SSS directed by #te* ipV®*# toddy wo8* %«** Mater aa^m retea and 
to needed none (telle X think of it* one toMtifw moonlight ni#*t* mother and X were coming from tower* Frltey w^s driving* wtoa wo reached the iiud-Mlll *m-pooa, **“5 *-“*4 •• ifothar —*—»*"Miss Kata. this Is tttn prettiest sight Is CaUlsa." as expression of whtaaical appreciation - the sewno Is vividly before o» today, pf*<»TO years -the ssoonll^nt on the water of the pond, the eurrlng hanks of the pond, edged with grass «nd tr- os and hashes, the hai^soBW horsss,
express ion and tha sudden msil« that tlluainod hsrdoar andJwaatlfal, 
face.) there wore other sad colts In ay Ilf9 ofwhlehl haversssUofltloBs. I spent fciaa, energy andpstlonee, hreaklng training 
them to saddle and to harness. I loved horses and handled then suc­
cessfully,

I
Mae was

other friends anonn the entasis, 
first lore. I hare spotem of h3

dogs, little curly-tailed 
i, his is a child’s dtear

\cOm tell, toetor Clients* teo lived at tovydel* a friend

s» H m
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of Father»s, loaned us Pluto, a beautiful Leverick setter, for a 
part of the shooting season* He was a blue-blooded gentleman, a 
cross of Leverlck and Gordon* He was a bit wild when ho first came 
to Father and me, but a fine intelligent hunter and retriever* We 
were soon constant companions and devoted friends, and we returned 
him to Doctor McGlements with appreciation but deep regret, and 
when Doctor McGlements wrote, saying someone had tried to poison 
Pluto, and if 1 wanted him to come and get him, X went immediately*
He was glad to see me, jumped in the buggy and put his head on my 
knee, expressing his happiness and feeling of homo-coming. It was 
a friendship that lasted until his death at 16 years. He was the 
greatest and most satisfactory dog I have known and hunted, a true 
and faithful friend, kind and dependable. Just one instance to show 
his class, there were many, when he had grown old we were living in 
Denton, and he would lie in the street at times, and after he had been 
run over on one occasion, I sent him to Charlie Gahall on the fans, 
Charlie had been my overseer and loved him dearly and would care for 
him* The last fall of his life, with a party of friends and young 
dogs, 2 went to the farm for bird hunting* The old fellow welcomed 
me warmly and stayed close to me until we were ready to start out, 
then I had Ned (one of the colored boys from the old home) take him 
and lock him up* X knew that he knew that we were going hunting and 
would want to go too, and X knew he was too feeble* W© came back to 
the house for lunch. He met me, visited with me for a while, smelled 
my game bag, seemed satisfied and disappeared, and when we started 
out in the afternoon could not be found - Ned was to look out for him. 
"ftien we were about l/4 mile across the fields, our young dogs seemed 
to get a strong scent of birds, but could not place them, and while 
I was watching the young dogs, I heard something panting behind me.
It wa3 old Pluto. I said nothing, he passed me, looking straight 
ahead maybe 20 yards and came to a stiff point, 1 called to my friends 
that old Pluto had joined us and pointed ancPEo come for a shot* They 
said no, he is so old, he does not know what he is doing, we will 
chance your putting them up* I replied, he never made such a false 
point in his life, the birds are here* In the meantime, from weakness, 
he had laid down* I went to him, helped him to his feet, put my 
knee against his rump and urged him forward to put them up, that was 
our invariable custom, he staggered along a few feet and put up a 
big covey, and then dropped exhausted. Everyone was surprised, but 
I was not, X knew* Ned had followed him and stood watching the point, 
and said My God, Mr. a1, that old dog has sense, he smelled your game 
bag, was satisfied you had game, knew you would not take him, and 
then he disappeared, hid until he could steal after you, found you, 
smelled the birds and pointed. He gave no attention to man or dog, 
until he had completed his job and showed us the birds, Ned took 
him in his arms and carried him back to the house. That was his last 
hunt, a perfect ending to a life of devoted service*

There were other dog friends - Cousin John Higgins Imported 
Dashing Monack, a full-blooded Llewellen, and gave me ,fLeah 2nd"
(we called her ^Nellie”), one of the first litter of pups (Dashing 
Monack out Harry Gauss Leah), 3h© was a beauty, blaek and tan points, 
a good pide partner for old Pluto* She was lovable and kind, a true 
aristocrat, X bred her to Pluto and retained Fannie and young Pluto, 
they were beauties, with all the distinctive markings of the Llewellens 
and also of old Pluto (Leverick and Gordon) as well, being l/2 Leverick 
he had practically the same markings. These dogs were a joy,
Handsome picture dogs, sweet tempered, efficient. Fannie was ac-
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eident&lly shot by a friend while we were hunting# Young Pluto 
died in my arms of pneumonia about a year after Fannie was killed. 
Kellie had died. When I went in the field hunting with my four 
fine, handsome, blooded dogs, I was proud and well-served, but 
Old Pluto was King and taught the others their duties# He was 
field~Marshall and made plans and gave instructions, that if not 
carried out might cause punishment#

On one occasion Will Lamdin and I drove out from Denton about 
two miles, it was early in the season# The dogs had not been 
hunted, but little. We left the buggy, and with Old Pluto, Kellie, 
and the pups Fannie and Young Pluto started hunting# Within a few 
minutes, along a wood in some new ground, recently cleared. Old 
Pluto pointed, the others lined up behind him# Will Lamdin became 
excited and urged that we hurry, fearing the young dogs would flush 
the birds. I said Don’t worry Old Pluto won*t let them. Will said 
I bet you they will, I said X will bet you that we could take time 
to smoke a cigar and they would hold the point# It was a bet, we 
moved closer, lighted up and sat down* Once one of the pups moved 
to ease his position. Old Pluto turned his head and showed his teeth.
I won my bet. We put coveys in the woods and followed them, had 
good shooting, found wood-cock in the woods, and when we came out of the 
woods at the school-house near John Wilsorfs 1 had 38 partridges and 
wood-cock. Will had, I think, 19# It v/$s good sport, duo to good 
dogs. We had a satisfactory pack of hounds, old Rautler and Kelly 
and others, and enjoyed foxhunting. These many animate, active 
things and the scenes they participated in, present themselves as 
X wander among my recollections*

ay school days had passed and I had entered Princeton College 
with a classmate and room-mate, Henry Gilmore, and was located at 
Mrs. Fine’s. My oarly recollections at Princeton center around 
some fine fellows - Sick Harlan, a junior, his brother, Jim Harlan, 
Barclay, Carso^, ter r yr Haxa11, 1 Frank Roberts, and Bland Ballard, the 
Captain of the Varsity Football Team# The Freshman Football Team, 
of which George Fleming was Captain, Haxall, Hodge, Ked and Phil#
Peace, Jenniscn Frank W&dley, Tim Rogers, Tom Wanamaker, Jim Harlan,
Kid Carson and X were members. We were a husky bunch and won our 
games. I was soon drafted feu* the scrub team that gave the Varsity 
practice. Unfortunately, my eyes became very troublesome and 
Thanksgiving holiday time Father took me to Doctor Thomas G* Morton 
in Philadelphia, who, after a careful examination, advised Father 
that I had such a bad condition of granulated lids, that I needed 
immediate treatment, and a cessation of use*" f was taken out of 
college and spent three months at Grandmother Kaudain’s in Phila­
delphia, and reported to Doctor Morton each day# The treatment was 
heroic, and consisted in turning up the lids and cutting over the 
inner surface with a sharp instrianent and applying Hltrate of Silver 
on the raw surface, usually it was an hour or sore before I could 
open my eyes. It was a rough tough experience, but salutary and 
accomplished results, and at the end of three months I went home and 
Father looked after my eyes, and permitted me to use them very little, 
occasionally reporting to Doctor Morton for examination and treatment# 
After 18 months, my eyes having improved, and the teacher of Castle 
Hall School having resigned, X was appointed teacher for the balance 
of that school year, and so acted, had 76 scholars on the Roll from 
A. B. G. to Latin and Algebra. It was a unique and interesting ex-
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I recall one Fox-hunt, Will M&nlova and I had particularly*
Will v/as staying with me, we started early, about daylight. Will 
rode my Sorrel Charlie, I rod© Caesar. The dogs preceded us to 
the Chop tank and Sandy Island Bridge and had a fox going by the 
time we reached the bridge. Fox and dogs went up the river and 
toward Dover, usually the Fox followed the river and would return.
We sat and listened and finally heard the baying of the dogs caning 
toward us, we kept quiet and before long the fox came along, passed 
between our horses, he was a leopard-fox, white spots on his sides, 
the only one I ever saw, down along the river, through East Greens - 
borough, again following the river, making Eastward excursions, 
another Pox crossed the trail and took all of our 40 dogs, but five, 
who hold to the Old Fox and his trail. Will and I never knew just 
what or how much territory we covered, we were below Denton, and on 
the Alms-Kouse farm when we killed the fox - Fox, dogs and ourselves 
so tired we were all moving slowly. I rode in and tried to save the 
fix, attempted to pick him up, by grabbing him by the nock, but he 
snapped at mo and before I could make another try one of the dogs had 
gotten close enough to snap him. Vhen it was over, we were nearly 
20 miles from home, tired bodies, tired horses, tired dogs, hungry 
as bears. Father said he estimated we had ridden more than 60 miles, 
nearer 70.
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I can hear him saying it now* I told him he would never have any 
more trouble with me* He and Mrs* Me Co ah were dear, as I look 
back through seventy odd years I see no bigger man than doctor 
McCosh, trained, learned, kindly, with a heart of pure gold, I 
always feel a warmth and glow in my system whin I think or speak 
of that Great Man* I always have felt that my suspension was due 
to my refusal to divulge v/ho were present at Jim Potter's champagne 
supper. Professor Sloan asked me the question, when I was called 
before the Faculty. I refused indignantly, and expressed myself so 
forcibly that I had to be punished for disrespect. More than a year 
later Professor Sloan attempted to start espionage, I caught a 
college proctor in my room* found out Professor Sloan sent him, and 
them meeting Sloan on the street, told him that I had caught one of 
his emisaries in ny rooms, had thrown him out the second-story 
window, but if it happened again, it would not be the tool that took 
the punishment but the principal, and furthermore, if he wanted to 
know anything from me, if it was any of his business I would tell 
him myself. The last year I was in college we were better friends,

Billy Kali and I roomed together at Mrs, Warrens and in reunion,
W6 separated at end of Sophomore year. Men develop characteristics 
that separate them, although they continue to be good friends, 30 with 
Billy and me. My eyes were something of a drawback, practically 
giving out at times. I was getting a great deal out of my course, 
but not what I should. Then too X was beginning to realize that 
Father and Mother were having a hard time to pay my bills, so al­
together my Junior year at college was not free from anxieties.
For a number of my Professors I had deep gratitude, and a warm feeling. 
Dr. McCosh, Dr, Atwater, Professor Winans, Professor Scott, Professor 
Hunt, General Knrge.

Two incidents in my Sophomore year are recalled with particular 
vividness, first, my selection to represent my class in the Pre­
liminary Cane-Spree, and my hard fight with Hugh Hodge, after more 
than an hour I succeeded in taking the cane from him, second, the 
Sophomore Reception, the Committee for which I was a member of.
This Reception v/as the Social Fvenfc of the year. Hunter McAlpin 
was Chairman, I had charge of the printing and the programs. Mrs,
Willis and Lizzie came to Princeton for this function and Lizzie was 
a Belle* Father also came on for it and for commencement, we had a 
happy time, and I was very proud of the lovely Delaware girl. I v/as 
also Captain of the Scrub Football team and occasionaly played 
on the Varsity Team - a badly sprained ankle interfering a good deal 
with my availability, I also trained with the secondary boat-crew.
Was also doing some work in Whig-Hall (Latin, Greek, English, of which 
we had a lot) with Professors Packard, Sloan, Orris, Cameron, Hunt and 
Murray and others. I took in regular stride and did fairly well in 
these. Trig and Calculus were not easy for me, my school-days prep­
aration not having been so good in Math, Science studios most in­
terested me, especially work under Professor Scott. Frank Roberts was 
chairman of *83 Glass-Day Committee and I was a member of it. In 
my Sophomore year on Washington's Birthday in the gymnasium, I 
battled Conover '8o for the Middle Weight wrestling and lost to him.
The next year Dr, J.M.T. Finney and I 134 had a hard battle, lasting as I 
remember the better part of an hour, and I won the championship 
(for 1884).
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Junior year Had a rataber of porousclous, first * a realisation 
that Father and Mother were having a hard struggle fimuraiftlly, 
many fruit trees had been killed by the hard winter of l^i-1383* 
and the crops of Peaches were seriously affected, second, I aui 
not quite well, ray throat was irritable in the Princeton air, third, 
Silly Hall and I had separated after rooming together for two years,X was living and had sy rooa at the "Fines,* fourth, X was having trouble with ay Physios under Professor Bracket, hut pulled throng* oo&fort&bly in the end* an incident happened in Physios elans.Bond llarrlsaa was called suddenly to rams by Professes* Bracket, and sowed over in front of Harris, who attested to coach him as he was not prepared* the Professor sensed what was going on and asked Harridan may questions, finally said that will do Mr* Harrison, thank you Mr* Harris, possibly you would both like to know the re­citation rates a aero for both of you, as not one question was correctly answered! Also during this year Professor Sloan attempted to put Into operation an *3spft0ttags Byatsa” and we had quite a stir in college, end X had a run in with Sloan over the natter* fried for a membership la the ecological expedition Doctor Scott ms planning, but owing to ev^rs?oPk failed to take written semination, and had finally to take an oral examination, that cut no cut*

During my last year la OslXape, X thought much of tilings re­ligious, and ess** under what our Methodist friends call ^conviction* 
sad finally joined the First Presbyterian Church of Princeton* Father 
and Mother had both been raised as Presbyterians, but owing to the 
want of a Presbyterian Church in our vicinity, were both member# of 
the Methodist Church* Xht&Xo Kennedy, /amt Lillc*s husband, bud been 
the last Presbyterian Pastor of the Qpecnsborcttgh Church - Drwsle 
Brown had also bean at one tin© Pastor of that Church*

X mm bocra in a Christian hone, of Christian Parents, and 
raised under Christian influences and in compliance and conformity 
with the foraw and thought of the Period, Ms* the sabbatical Sabbath, 
the King Janias W8isu the actual, true and inspired word of Cod, 
with ©very concept that flared free that belief, including the 
daasaation and hell-fire prmlmd for wrong-doingj the i^cmgiiiscd 
beneficence of Toe Father God, and the loving kindness of the Saviour* During say youth, X found it bard to reconcile the thoughts and 
wondering* enia^tiag from th^so beliefs* But could not and did not 
fully accept th<m far isyaelf*

X was distrait sad embarrassed because of ay respect sad love 
far ay teachers, sad «y desire to be st one with than, and sc it 
finally worked cut and we drew together*

X bad begun to think far myself, and r©solved for myself, during 
ay Junior year at Frimseton, that lire and nature sure not an accident, but there was before tbus and back of than a ^Design,* and a governing 
and controlling Head, which through all the ages had exorcised and 
stimulated the thought of, the desire for and the recognition of a 
Divine, all Powerful Greater in the minds goad Imagination of the 
people of the world*
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Mid that oar Saviour Smixs Christ tot© th& World to 
exemplify ow Cod and teach ms bow to approach him, asd boar to 
prepay ourselves to fit tot? tbs Gycat* Alvina Xnftoifcft Fton* I united with the Finrt F?lnWruSS 1©oat to Isittesrs to live JNistcr tofetdite sent for jay letter# $a&
1 united with Brswn Memorial Cbwrefc fr&sbyierian and soi still a

h&vtog rendered during my active year* shat service I ©cold*
2 loft eollsgs to Jun«f expecting to return for sy loot year, but that woo not to be* A number of things happened* Firsts there 

was a better prospect for reaches that year, and I had the opportunity 
to erect Mid run an evaporator to take care of the culling* and 
second class fruitj second, Mother*s Illness, Typhoid, a terrible 
illness lasting fro® early to July until late Septembers third, a 
very dry season, and w© picked w last pmobea after September 85th, 
1884* College had opened* 2 had had to take charge of everything* 
Father did not leave Mother, but watched every change, and finally 
he and tost Sadie brought her successfully through* The orchards, 
the general faming, the shipping, the evaporators using about $0 
or TO to 100 hands * 2 was tired, and not mentally ready to study, 
sad further I felt a great ambition to be of service to managing 
the Old Sene and getting Father out of financial difficulties, with 
the results X had accomplished in the mxrmzr of 1884 it looked as if
2 might do it* So it sms concluded 2 was to tales charge* For a year 
or two it looked promising, but Peach Yellows came to destroy the 
trees and by 1890 oar orchards were practically ruined, although we 
had reset portions of thorn, and the property was sold* we went to 
Benton to live in 1890, am Father practiced his profession to give 
us a living* 2 spent nearly two years to settling our affairs and 
them studied law to the off lee of George fi* Hussun, B»quire* to
the spirit of helpfulness Mother, two or three years before we left 
Castle Hall, began making Mid soiling Mrs* R* 3* H&rdc&etlo** 
ngliah Pitas Pudding* the best ever put on the market, 2 believe, 
and handled by the best four grocers of Mew York, Philadelphia* Baltimore and Washington, and elsewhere* After we moved to Ponton 
eh© continued and expanded the business, X helped her until X mm 
to Baltimore to live and practice law* To the pudding business was added the preserving of fruits* She soon developed a market for 
fancy fruits* of the best quality, of the best materials* -'/hen 
Father*s failing health, and her own failing strength required, she 
sold her business to sons young men to Benton, they did sot long keep 
up the quality, it saw a quality proposition, and the business died 
It was ft noble effort on her behalf, successfully executed* Aunt 
Sadi© was very helpful to the matter*

to 2 wander, the recollections of the suffering and anxieties 
of Father and Mother for years over matters financial are vividly before me, and 2 see Will Brown, Aunt TOLlse-Ann's son, as too *Aroh 
Fiend* and curs© of Father*® life, tJfccle Brown, Slav* Charles Brown, 
as tbs complacent hypocrite, whose conscience might hesitate at the 
coamdsslon of tbs crino but would not hesitate to reap the advantage 
of it after it was engineered by his son Mill* To explains ithen »m
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Cousin l^uset, which had laid quiet for years* Cousin Garnet ted 
never filed his final a ©counts and closed the Estate* althou# the 
Harpers were overpaid* Fatter paid the Bill, and many hills for other 
people* The "Times* required that those who ted property assist 
their neighbors* tod Father never refused, be it one who would buy 
a horse or cow and anything the neighbor required, and it was often 
he ted to pay* Ms Practice was large, Ms collections were small, 
people of the country around him were poor after the Civil War, ate 
he tried to help. Father paid for Grandfather, for Uncle lorn, for
Uncle till, for Uncle Charlie, for Cousin mset, for Cousin 3®rcm 
ate others* In 1890 he went to Denton, he continued his practice 
as long as his health permitted* A man. Big in Brain, Big in 
Character, Big in Heart, and my Hotter Beautiful in Person, Beautiful 
in Character, Big in Brain ate Heart - the two making a comp©sit one* 
It is no wonder she could not live after he Hud gone into The Beyond, 
but followed him within ar few months* I feel I have a rich heritage. 
My difficulty has been to live up to my entitlements. I am afraid I 
have not succeeded, althou^x X have trite.

I have had many friends among men, often with men older than 
myself, vis* Bade Silas, Ed* Hastings, Harry Conrad, Abe Moore, 
a Captain of Marinas, whose name I cannot recall, but who was most 
kind to mo during the winter of 1872, when Father was a member of 
the Maryland Legislature, and I was making him a visit at the Old 
Maryland Hotel, Annapolis, then Will Black, Frank Smiley, Fred 
ialone, will tenlsve, ©y college friends sad chums. My Brothers- 
In-Law, John E. Wilson and Sldridge Downes, men for whom I ted ate 
have the greatest respect, constitutionally ate practically honest, 
whose motives are or were never questioned. I have known many strong 
men. ate have crossed Legal Swords with some of them, Judge .Tote M* 
Robinson, Judge Stump, Bernard Carter, Pinckney (Governor) Whyte, Thomas 0. H&fr&b, Judge Albert C. Ritchie, a great man and Judge, 
Governor Albert C. Ritchie, his son, W* Sheppard Bryan, Judge Morris, 
Senator Arthur ?• Gorman, Senator George Gray of Delaware, Joseph 
0. France, Dr* Babcock, Ik*. J* Ross Stevenson, Dr* John
McDowell, President Grover Cleveland {when attending the wedding of 
a college mat a at "Lakewood in the Pines", Hew Jersey* President 
Cleveland was offered a seat in the private Pullman reserved for 
the wedding party returning to Hew York, hie car not being available 
he accepted ate was most agreeable) / Woodrow Wilson, Major Biggs, Dr. 
Gamas! J* Crowe, Dr. William 3* GardnerT'Dr. J* M. T. Finney, Dr. 
Thomas Guthrie Speers, Dr. John W* Baylor, Dr. BeSchweinlts the 
eye-specialist, Dr. Hiram Woods, Clifton S. Brown, associated with 
tm In my office for a number of years, a strong, capable mite, he 
ted developed into a fine trial lawyer, la my opinion, the beat of 
the younger men at the Bar, when he mi killed by a Jew, to whoa 
he had rendered signal service, Edward 0* Martin who was also associ­
ated with me in my office, a care-taking man, ate polisher of the 
English language, developing slowly 1st© a safe counsellor. These 
men and otters, with whom X have had contact, have afforded use a 
rich association* Prom the early days, X x*ecall many incidents ate 
experiences with Irvin the deaf and almost dumb colored boy {early 
scarlet fever) my playmate, son of .Almira, Prisby*s wife* These old 
recollections bring a flash of pleasure and an ache of pals* Few are 
left* Most ar© gone. The sands of the hour-glass ar© running out, 
disability ate limitation ar© hard to face ate accept gracefully ate 
with equinimity.
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X come new. in mj wanderings in the l&byrtnth of EeeolXeeitoos, 
into pleasant places, lowered aisles, sfesaly corners, rose gardens, 
whence swoefc odors linger, to the eonterapl&fclon that X have tad 
pleasant, helpful ^ association with many fine womra during
sy lifetime, to whom t am heavily indebted fee* kindness, guidance, 
example and love, which has been lavished npra me unstintedly* To 
ssy Mother for devoted love in unlimited measure, and for the exercise 
c^f many sacrifices, To ay Aunt tteggie* who claimed me far her oldest 

i, with all that relation Indicates. 3k Aunt Sadie, the grails 
Af tat starry stand-by. These with my colored 

rad amt Clrany, our colored cook, constitute the 
In my recollection. Grra&sether tardc&stle the 

, and sweet Impression. Grandmother gradate, secsunB*? *»**.««•«*, 
always ready to supply loving service, and wisdom that owes of long 
experience. Aunty Q&mp, a land-mark in the family. Cousin Hollis freer, an artist, talented, beautiful, sta made me tlfe-siaod pictures 
of my Father and Mother, they are before am as Z writs f tar sister. 
Cousin Annie Gr**©r, practical and useful, and both so kind and 
thoughtful, the winter I was suspended at frlneetcei for cloven weeks,
1 spent my time with ttas and totmd to keep up my college wo&k 
mm& Angle (k&dsbcrough, mention of whom suggests many kindly thoughts 
and incidents, My cousins the Eanlove girls, Cousin Annie, Omiate 

tef Carrie, who lived near us In 'frerasl 
whom 1 tad many associations rad contacts, all of whii 
pleasant. X ms very fond of Aaaf&iXXte Esraedy and ibicls ¥>mmedg~^uju*. 
rad their son Frank and ttair d;raghtSr"SataXie, these were very dear 
people. There were many ottar relatives teho came to Castle Hall 
or that 1 cam© in contact with, who added to the ram of my experience 
or pleasure. Aside £mm relations, ay life touched many others In 
a friendly way, and is ay very early days, maybe with a bit of 
callow sentiment. Clara Satterfield rad 1 rode and drove and fox-

i together. Blafreyed llary Black, and X 
each ottar and spent time together. - Beautiful, laughing Lissic 

frtfrk, Mary Paul tar friend rad sates, a bit otatameue, tat a good friend and lovely (M. tastings staged tar very much rad I tried to 
spaed his cause, unsuccessfully) (Mary would not eat meat), tain 
Bennett, who liked to scrap with as, tat was pure gold, and 1 am 
psiitaded of an incident of her wedding day (married Horace Sill} X will not record. Marjory Henry, daughter of the Pastor of ?rteo©tra ^rtsbyterira Church, lest Phila,, no beauty, tat a good friend. The 

girls iuan and Bells, Flora rad afeiy Sl&vmts, Stay ferrison, lharp, Asms Irassy, Mrs Milaee, Basse Hadley, these rad other 
wwmm passed along, into and through ay early life rad school-

From my 
*, relatives divine gift

markable and 
were outstanding

and the 
, Z realised 

never wished to 
During my school and girls came into

for a period of 
the other, at all I 
tmMm that I did

, Z felt that Z 
there was an 

realise

before no
woman is our cheapen her even
days, two re­
ef ay life ‘ tar own deep 

the ideal
devotion rad 

Tim© passed.
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differences with the first arose from time to time, ties loosened* 
With the ether, ties strengthened and tightened, until X recognised 
that there was only one woman that X loved and desired in the close 
relation of wife, and to whom X was ready to give a lifers devotion 
and X have, not for one moment wavering Is my love and absolute 
devotion* X feel that X have been one of the fortunate ones, and that Human nature does not forge closer, warmer, dearer Ties, than 
these that have and do bind me to Father, Mother, to Clara ay wife, 
to Sister Ida and Joim Wilson, to Aunt Sadie, Aunt Maggie,Uncle 
Ellas, to AX sal Bess, to Laird and Asalia and to Kuretta and Hardy, 
to Bert and Sarah, to Clara vmit&Xey, Winifred, El&ridge, Mary and 
Hortens®, to Doctor Samuel J* Crewe and John &• Baylor* Friends, 
friends, loving, faithful, devoted friends* As long as X may be a 
pleasure, and as long as I can add a bit of pleasure to the Life of 
my Precious Wife, X want to live, when X cannot, X want to go* ay 
only worry and regret Is, that ay health tea broken down, and X have 
to be a burden and tas upon her strength* But X feel, that our years 
together and our low© for cash other will sake our lives still m Joy



At tte of my Junior y^*r at Frinetete* I terrled home to
« - the precise of a fairly goodget ready for the Po&eh Seasonms favorable, and Cousin Ada and Zstenburg, who visited us 

that spring, Bade it possible for ite to purchase 5 seres of land at Goldsborough and ereet and install two Greer iSvaporatora (I 
might say, incidentally, that the #500* Cousin Ada udram&d mm 
the only funds any awstosr of ®y Father** family ever gave me or any amount that w&® ever refrrrwd to Fattier fr to any of us, 
nofri t hatending the large sum* Father had paid far Grandfather, 
for his brothers, eons Ins, nephew and friers)# The land was purchased, the building erected, the evaporators installed* and I me reeiy for tee Season* Zt had hardly opened t-;hen Mother was 
taken with Typhoid, and Father devoted his whole time to his cars for her, and nor life m%s smtred to us cnly because of his in- 
telligent and unremitting care. But, it left everything else to 
be attended to by se, the picking, sorting* shipping of the fruit, the loading of the ears, the operation of tte evaporators, all to
the Judf^wt and inejcpsrienoe of an untrained boy, who also 
tuning poaches to supplement the loading of the cars and to hoop 
the evapcscatws curating to ttoSf capacity, witiefc was about 300 
baskets a day* Maybe an aptness for organisation was inherent, 
at Wff rats tte svaporators rera soon operating practically ana 
smoothly, the help organised, and the output of f im quality, With 
the otter psrfc of the work X was sore faailiar, Sieving raart&ged tbs 
orcbsrds in fruit season for several years, tmeter 3hlfe»*« careful 
training, i^d teving developed good jwd^ent of when to pick the 
fruit, which was the reel question, not too green, rips not over­ripe (wo did not tkvc refrigerator esara tt fctet blasci* X r swasher 
that summer as a nightmare, setter *s Illness, the day to day tension of her living through it, tte work, the long hours (fros lay-light 
to one P* $U often), the physical <*ertlcm, mn&sl hue inoar, strain - &1X fell heavily, hut Z 2-emgcd to carry it with fair success and 
the end of the season choked fair results, and I had node friends 
among growers of t&© sold frm aey to eU*y, ttefc held over
during the following years, in other words, Z established a reci­tation for fair-dealing* late iu September, just about tte tiae 
tho fruit secooR closed. Mother grew better and Father pronounced her oat of danger, and It was a question of bullying her up* She 
ted always had be&fb&tel heir, long end straight (she could easily 
sit on it), ter hair ted been, cut off dicing her illness, and wh« 
it beram to s^ain* it mime out early grey, Tte short curly 
grey looks clustered around her freshly rensssci face after ter 
lllnocc* She b*»xufclfuZ* X have- ter picture iteellbly traps 
upon my eausexouenc^e* iiftor the fruit soasr (1884) was over, I 
took up in earnest the question of general fam conditions* During 
the next sossons, we had assay anxieties, hut th& irostc were 
not too utikind ate wo ted fruit, partis! erops, but wo began to see evidence of ’Paste £s2l£tfs% devastating disease teat deefrcgpaA tte frees* tf« fried everything ctrix'd &£trdF £o stay it, without 
avail, we replanted sects of tee orchards* By tte tine tte years 
1880 and 1*33$ roasted ns our orchard* were practically ruined and 
it was hard to Mte a livi?ig, even tteugh wo had kindly land* There 
bad to be a readjustment, jvhest end cam and other crops had been 
subsidiary, even strawberries and tomatoes* These were terrible days,
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nerv e -x* a ok ing and taxing to the limit, and we realized the Old Home 
must he sold - that happened in 1890. Father opened an office in 
Denton and began his practice* which he continued successfully as 
long as his health permitted.

I was admitted to the Bar in October 1894, and immediately 
opened my office in the Masonic Building in Denton, and almost at 
once found something to do, even though the remuneration was small.

The years 1890-1895 that I spent in Denton were fateful years - 
the loss of the Old Home I loved, the failure of accomplishment, the 
break up, the new environment. It was hard, all hard, and created 
a depression and mental condition that was hard to meet and master. 
But, I found kindness,and sympathy and eomradshlp in association 
with Clara Downes, my old, old friend. X had always had respect 
and affection for her, and an under-current of unrecognised but 
real sentiment, which with close association blossomed and ripened, 
as the years passed, into real love, life time love, We grew 
closer and closer, and we realized, before I left Denton in April 
1895, that we loved, and our desire was and is always to be to­
gether, Husband and Wife.

I came to Baltimore in February, 1895, to attend Princeton 
Alumni Association, and visited Kemp Bartlett at the same time.
Kemp was the owner of a large collection business, Shriver Bartlett 
& Company. There was a blizzard the day following the Alumni 
Meeting, and I stayed indoors at Kemps and amused myself looking 
over the papers in a case that was giving Kemp some anxiety. I 
came to the conclusion his West Virginia lawyers were in the wrong 
court, and prepared & memorandum or Brief for him on the subject.
He was pleased and submitted it to Joseph G. France, his counsel, 
who agreed with me. X returned to Denton, and in about two weeks 
Kemp wrote inviting me to a conference with him and Prance, to 
consider my stepping between Prance and the Collection Agency, and 
taking over the legal end of tha business. The result of the 
conference was that I accepted this proposition of a guaranty 
and 1/3 of the net profits of my office. It was hard to leave 
Father and Mother, and Aunt Sadie, and doubly hard to leave my 
sweetheart. But there was hope to make things easy for my loved 
ones, and that our complete union would not be long delayed. I left 
Denton on the morning of April 8th, 1895, to take up my work for 
Shriver Bartlett & Co., in a down-pour of rain. I remember so well 
driving to the door of Clara*s house for a final "Good Bye."



Aa I wan&or, the recollections of the Social Life cm tho 
Shore crowd In upon me and demand recognition, In early young- 
maa days, we depended upon our horses ana buggies and railroad 
trains for our Journeying®, and usually erne could drive to the 
scene of merry-making, *« prided ourselves on our good horses, 
asad we used them to good purpose, I think of our Eastern shore 
Social Life, as refined, cultivated, kindly,warn hearted and 
loyal, and during my years at college, and during the years from 
1884 to 1090 and from that time until removed, to Baltimore In 1395 * 
Ho t w i tbs Landing the anxieties and disappointments that were con­
stantly and increasingly surging Into my life, X was grateful for 
the opportunity for contact and social Intercourse with kind and 
thoughtful friends and associates, V*e had many ssaall town* in oar 
region, each distinct, each having special social characteristics, 
but all having in common, that Whole-Souled Sastem-Shoro Hospitality 
and love of the Home-hand Traditions, customs and methods of thought* 
that made a common ground upon which we met and enjoyed oaoh other. 
Usually the summers gave us many small, practically informal affairs, 
Picnics, OaiospEieetings were very popular for a long time, aria 11 dances, 
and private entertainment, rides and drives - a satisfying social 
atmosphere. In the winter time, when we were not riding due to 
weather conditions outside, our towns would have their yearly dances, 
in fact Ussy wore real Balls, in which the whole town - young and 
old - would feel that had an interest to mke it a great success,*3©o& Kttcle%”Good Food,H rGood Time.* I am going to try to call 
the Roll of the Towns and maybe name some special friend -

Chester town - The beautiful Anna Hubbard and her brother Wilbur.
Lewin. Wicks, Sue Wilkins and man? others, Hal lie 
Bock, a beautiful girl, Mary Beck her sister, not 
so beautiful, but with every other qualification 
that counts most in determining values,

kiddle to*n - Marion Bardoaatle, Annie his wife. Dr, Frank
Kennedy, Jodie Biggs and her friend Miss Jones. 
Marion and Eliza. Cochran, Alex* Corbett*

Eastern. - Mary Jenkins, Jennie Adkins, Sod Jenkins, torn
Jenkins, Lizzie Lloyd, and among those 
older Colonel Edward Lloyd and Dr. and Mrs* amithors*

Centerville - Mr. and Mrs, Med Brown (I recall many charming 
incidents that Mrs* Brown was responsible for), 
Lottie begg, Kellie Brown, frank and Tom Heating, 
Hary and Belle Merrick, Clayton bright, Hattie 
HoKeonoy* Jack Brown, John McHeaney.

Milford - Lizzie Willis, Dr, John Pretty&an, Lena Sharp,
Anna Causey,Virdie Causey," -.in Vaules, Maime 
Valiace, Bessie Medley, Ike Adkins, Lynn Pratt 
and his sister, Bessie Thaw, Dan Hirsh, Cousin 
Clara Yardly and her girls.
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Oreensborough «* Carrie Manlove, the Satterfield girls, Lida
Simpers, ITara© Schofield, Dr. Malone , Will 
ManXove, Calvin Satterfield, fill and Annie 
Massey, Mrs. Belly Massey, Katie Ho© and Fred

Dover

Denton

* George ¥. Masseyjs Daiighters, firs. Mat. Smithere.
Mr. and Mrs. 
Milford eontl3

Smithere, as well as the
wmai

#* Clara Downes, the Richardson Girls, ? op si-e Van - 
gosel Anderson* Will Anderson, Luther and Mrs. 
Qa&d, Dukes and Araond Downes, Cousin Annie 
Downes and many dear home-folks. "The Towers 
hoys, L&wrenos and Alii©, Georg© and
Minnie Skirven,

Georgetown ** Dave Marvel and Marne Wooteten his wife.

There were other towns and many many other people, hut generally 
of the same class, and this is what I am trying to say in a modest way - 
the Eastern Shore, Town and Country People were and are tha Best in 
the World, or suppose I am more modest and say of the Best In the World. 
My recollections of my Shore Social Life are s.lT*of the Bright Golden 
Hue and many happy and interesting incidents and things com© to mind.

During this time, there arc ro collect ions that come asking for 
notice* I was often in Milford these days, for sweetheart purposes, 
dances, and social ong&gertents. Christmas Day 188b, I think it was, 
after we had our celebration at home at Castle Hall with Father and 
Mother, I started for Milford driving Caesar, It was icy cold, and 
Caesar was wild, I was nearly frozen when I reached Felton and had to 
be helped from the baggy, my hands were almost frozen, the horse was 
so wild I never had the opportunity to unwrap the reins from around my 
hands. A hot fire and a stiff drink prepared me for the remaining 12 
miles of my drive. Mrs. Will la1 warn welcome and hot coffee warmed 
and prepared me for the dance that night*

Another time I was caught in a blizzard in Milford, felt that I 
had to be at home, drove in my buggy as far as Fredricks, borrowed a 
saddle and riding old Caesar finally covered the 20 miles to Castle 
Ball, without ever seeing a light along the way after 1 left Felton.
The snow was 1/2 leg deep md 1 have often wandered what would have 
happened if my horse had stumbled or for any reason I had boon forced 
from his back. I could not have remounted, I mi sura, between the ©old 
and th© stiffness, even though the men In the store in Felton had wrapped 
my lege and body in newspapers. These were both terrible experiences 
and only youth that does not know would take the risk.

I could mention many pleasant features and Milford experiences, 
but the one I have most in mind is a sad one. X was very fond of Mrs. 
Willie and she of mo. I sp«nfc a Sunday weekend with thorn and came home. 
Two days after I r«o©lv©d a telegram from Lizzie, "Mother is Dead."
She had burned to death* The Willis* lived about a idle out oi town.



tod toen In town at tending « 
when Mrs* Willis toard then coming, she picked up ki* glass lamp 
and started down stairs, it is supposed she struck the lamp on
tto Waists or it 
mM so toUy burned s’

Oded, and before they could rocsfts tor she 
died. As tbas wont on differences arose, 

sentiment Xoss*med sad then was flUsM. tot ear friendship w$m ssmtoted and lasted, and ultimately I was dsti^tsd when she worried 
Will a thoroughly fine fellow# She tkd had to the weaatJsw,
mm qtt&si~sentimnt&X eases with Brad torphy, t*yaa Pratt and our 
singing and dancing friend afterwards Pdww&re Governor, 3to ^esmawell, 
no cso of wkass merited hor,tot Will HoO&Utss was worthy Sl^linf 
good hastond, and guvs her a son she lowed and was proud of*

2 have another cold weather incident to mind, that is closely 
related to sons of our ultimto troubles at Castle Hall* to th* 
winter 188O-408X, wo had a heavy snow-fall - a spall of cold, 2 
had an engagement to tosM with Clara Downes, and was to visit her 
at her brother fhil*« and Cousin tonic *<s homo to Ponton# I left ifosei to the cutter, driving *F#t*, it ms awfully cold* cad test be­
fore 2 loft Father put a new horse-blanket over ay toad and it cam 
over ay and hands, 2 mention this thoughtfulness of Father to,
became otherwise 2 would have suffers I drove through Greens- 
borough, crossed tto river, $m& took, the Hiver Bead, tto track ms 
practically mfcro&cen, only some one on horse-tock tod been ahead 
of as, after a fctso my torse, that tod toon frisky sensed to labor, 
and finally 2 got cut to find out tto trouble, and found ttot tto 
bristles sad toir about my mreto noso was frosesa stiff and the 
nostrils dosed, t relieved tor by hiding my breath to tor nostrils, 
and finally reached Ponton to good shape* 'fha nest sensing the tbsmomter registered 16° tolow aero, tto coldest aver known on the 
Shore# tto shivorad a bit tot tod a good time, tot where the cold

O0 of our poach trees, and to addition 
vn to the body of the tree - disheartening___ _ _______ Clara and 2 tod warm oamradshtp at this time, possibly

wo neither realised tow close we were or how strongly the life-linos 
were dr&rlag# One «f those, trto flared ranch to tonbea life and to 
our life®, ms Otowy Swuasa, an old totetolor and general toau, and 
a devoted friend to young and old, a pronounced prohibitionist, to 
asked, ms to send Ms whiskey, tot to ship it to Father*® mac, to 
vma Prohibition Candidate for Cowsraw* As a matter of fact Father 
as his physician ordered hto to use It, to needed the stlaolont# 
to played many jokss m Jlacsr, all of which to took in 
Is tod a nice voice and loved , & good Christian

tort most 
lots of bi

It killed oven? 
bad to to cut

For several years, wo bad rather a resaleable Base Ball to in 
Grocnstorough, of which 2 was Capfcslts (2t was a combination of 
tto niaos of four ansll tosms - Prccsboraagh, Coldsborenggb, Unrrvlllo, 
Eidgely, and further remarkable for a County *•«■* »« tod throe 
pitchers and three c&botors

Garlic Frasier a $ws
O&orgo Welsh 3 toi Welsh#

Charlie Frasier wat our First Sting Fitotor, am the team shaped up



Frasier P, Lane G, Manlove IB, Hardeastle 2B, John Brown 8*3*
Fred Welsh 3B, Welsh C.?, Kulvis LF, SSctflement E»P*

&y recollection is that we did not lose a game in three years, 
sometime© we split up and played against each other. Playing at 
¥rappe, Talbot County, on ano occasion, Will KanXcva, in fielding a ball quickly, that had been thr«m over hia at 1 B, contracted 
his arm with such force that it broke Just about the elbow, it mad© 
a noise almost like a pistol shot, a clean break that soon mended.

And on the Eighty day of April, 1895, X had arrived in Baltimore really to take up my Professional Legal Life Work*
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Alexander Hardens tie, Jr* Jasuar3r 27 1362
July 8th,

Mwsoirs written toward -the close of his life

X m mnmntfrnmrn^Q of MarylandUkn, bom in *Civil lor Timas," 
«b January ^?th, 1W2, of English parentage on the Paternal side 
(-^r&eaetle, Smes^ Colston;, of Sootch-Iriah-Freneh on the Maternal 
aloe - Bruce, Petigrew, Bodln (anglicised to BaudainJ* My ancestor
2™% of 5**Sli®5*ia *&*»•§* mewod to the Seoteh-Xrlsh Bender at th© time of the Massacre of Saint Burfcholomaw, and in Britain these 
bloods were singled, and finally nwm to

5» 3W>Ms relating to Hobart Barde&stle, who earn to America 
lato in 1600 or early in 1700, are lost to ns, otiLm to fines that 
d©strayed Ms hmm m prqyipty ho acquired in Caroline Ornmty, t>**n 
Qaeea i&utes County, prior to the formation of Queen Axmo*s Jotmty, 
Old Kent, the Mother County of f-albot Queen toh and p&rt, above 
the Chopt&sk, of Caroline,

fhe records also of my mother*® family have faded largely from 
tho minis of those living today, and have besoms traditional* Captain 
John Petigrcw of Revolutionary fame, who fitted out and fought Ms own 
privateers of the Chesapeake Bay, mi Br* .Arnold Bnudat**, a Suited States Senator from Delaware, are outstanding son of thm early history 
of our family and country* fey th*&iidfather, Elias Haudata, brother of 
&r. Arnold g&udftln, lived and operated lam and boats on the Delaware 
Bay at and fro® idpslc, Delaware,

X find as X grow older* that sty mind recalls scenes, incidents 
and thoughts that early in life mads an almost unconscious impression, 
bat have to some extent revived and In many instances come to vivid 
life

I feel a strong sail to wander a bit in the labyrinth of recol- 
lections, and am for which X cm grateful, is a clear recollection 
and picture of Grandma Hardoastle, her kindly and sweet personality, 
that left a lasting Impassion cm the mind of a child three years and 
tee months old, when she died, fhe only recollection of Civil £t*r 
times and conditions is a vivid cue, and requires an explanation. MJr Grandfather, William If* Bandoasble, had grown old (88 years). his sona 
had all left, Ms daughters married, and for the purpose of dis­
suading my Father of becoming & Surgeon In the Army had deed**the Castle 
Sail property to him, subject to its incumbrances and under certain 
condition of maintenance for Massif* Father having teken it over, 
and married, realising that the land was beeaainc exhausted by tobacco 
raising# beeea* interested in raising peaches* the land was kindly 
to the purpose, m& he planted large orchards* transportation re* 
cmired hauling to Camden, Delaware, the nearest dipping point to 
Philadelphia and Sew York markets. large mg*** wer& wMessary, and 
w$re provided, one to carry 140 baskets, the other about 90| these could 
only make one trip a day to deaden, Delaware - 10 miles* After picking 
the fruit, sorting it and loading thm wages*, the wagons were ready to 
start on their journey -at daylight, Xt will be rwmbered that slavery 
existed at that tins and the Civil Ster was being fought nssaixmlly 
that issue* At ary rate, aside from political discussion my Father 
held some 40 mm slaves (although when h© took the property, he assigned



a value to each one and as he or she worked It out, they were freed, 
a number had already been freed) . And now for my vivid recollection* 
Early morning, just after daylight, the ?/agons loaded with peaches 
ready to start to Camden, the colored men in the kitchen for break­
fast, and the white men come for the purpose of assisting with the 
gathering of the fruit were greasing the wagon wheels* My Grandfather 
looked on and I at his side* Suddenly down the side or serv5.ee lane 
appeared a file of colored soldiers, commanded by a white officer*
He marched his troop to the kitchen door, and took every colored man 
except a big fellow named Frank, who dodged behind my mother, picked 
up the biscuit pestle and then disappeared# The picture of the wagon 
in the side yard, my Grandfather, the men greasing the wagon, the 
soldiers, the officer, the faces of the blacks, the indignation of the 
white men, all is impressed upon my mind, and is recalled today as 
then* I have wondered sometimes whether it could be a true recol­
lection, that could not be erased from the impressionable mind of a 
child.

As I am not necessarily as active in the many duties of my Legal 
profession, as for so many years (over 40), I have been thinking back 
over the impressions, experiences, associations, scenes, thoughts, 
that have been my life for more than 75 years, an over-pass of the 
normal allotment of years. On the theory that there Is no loss or 
waste in the economy of our lives, that something, even though I might 
not realize what, might be salvaged and be of benefit or information 
to someone, (although I fully realize that experience is the only 
teacher) I have attempted this memoranda#

My early years were spent under the dearest and most benign 
influences. My Father, capable, efficient, skillful, a student, a 
Country Doctor, loving his community, and pouring out his life in its 
service, with little remuneration, helpful, kind, unselfish, ready 
and willing to do for his neighbors. A slave owner, yes, but 
thoughtful, kind and considerate, and respected and loved by those 
he owned. My Mother, beautiful (one of three beautiful women of 
Philadelphia at time of her marriage to Father), gracious, resource­
ful, supplementing the Father In all kindly ways, adored and loved 
by all who knew her and came under her influence, together they were 
a perfect expression and agency of kindly consideration.

There was large landed property (about 1300* acres)and large 
inherited or assumed indebtedness (when Grandfather transferred the 
property to Father there was about #48,000.00 of indebtedness, although 
Father did not know it was so much) as well as Indebtedness assumed 
subsequently for other members of the family and for friends. It 
was usual for men of property in those days to assist those not so 
well provided, by endorsement, or acting as surety for the debts of 
those requesting assistance - a farm, a horse, a cow to be bought, 
would Doctor endorse? My Father never knew how to refuse, and often 
had to pay*

I was the only child of the Father and Mother I have tried to 
describe, in an old home built in 1781 by my Great Grandfather Thomas 
Hardcastle, and the parlor furniture was made for him in 1792. (I still



have four of the mahogany chairs# two mahogany tables - which when 
placed and hooked together form a round center-table# a looking glass 
similar to the one at the Washington home at Mount Vernon# and a Braes 
Lamp# which has been operated progressively by candles (I think), 
sperm oil# whale oil# coal oil# and now X have had it electrified.

The thought of Father# Mother# the old hose# the surroundings 
and environment suggest the other members of our family. A part of 
my earliest recollection at Castle Ball is my Grandfather William 
Mollis ton Hardeastle# he was 84 when I was born and lived until 1874# 
when he had almost reached his 9Cth year. My impressions of Grandfather 
are clear and distinct, a kindly# courteous, affable gentleman in­
terested in the affairs of the family# although he had relinquished all 
responsibility, A fall due to this interest ultimately caused his 
death. 7/hen cattle# hogs# etc. were butchered, and tang in fcfee smoke­
house, it was and tad been for years his custom to list tho different 
kinds and classes of the meat on the smokehouse door in chalk and also 
the withdrawals of the same# and he wished to do it himself# and 
finally when ha was past 94 he fell backwards from tta top step before 
the smokehouse door# as he reached up# and struck his head on the 
brick pavement, and froa this fall ho never fully recovered and died 
in Jhne 1374.

My Grantoefcher* Anna Colston Hardens tie# X remember as a sweet# 
kindly# smiling old lady. 1 was only a little over ttasse years# when 
she died in March 1065* Others. Uncle Charlie and hie family were 
beneficiaries of my parents* until hie death &t Castle Ball. Uncle 
Will's wife tad died and he made his home at C&atlo Hall until he 
died. Aunt Angie Goldsbough# Father's youngest sister* wife of Dr.
G. W* Goldsbough of Greonshorough# Maryland# was not happy in her 
home far a time# and spent a good deal of time at Castle Hall# and 
gave Grandfather gracious and careful care. After Grandfather's 
death she returned to her mm heme in Oraer*sborough, when she took 
up her home life with Dr. Goldsbough for the rest of his life* and 
after his death# she continued in the has© carefully eared for in 
most kindly manner by Dr. Gol4sbou#ifs grandchildren by a former 
marriage. There were many that cam© and went# especially in the 
summer seasons. Auntie Brown's family# Cousin Annie, Cousin Lida#
Cousin Hatalie Dulles# her two children# Rev. John W. Dulles (the 
Dulles wore all fine}* Auntie Brown <i£Llza Ann) was nice and kind# 
and I remember that she and her daughters added something to lay 
school days in Philadelphia. But the Reverend Charles Brown. Uncle 
Brown as always spoken of in the family# never inspired me with confi­
dence# and later at Hie instance of his own son William (my dear Cousin 
Will) took advantage of my Father# and by Cousin Will*# chicanery 
Father ultimately lost Castle Hall - the old heme. Uncle Brown's 
consent to the shrewd chicanery of Will Brown made me# as a boy# 
feel that ho was a pompous Old fraud. I may have something sore to 
say on this matter later.

My Father's brother# Thomas# X never knew# he had died before my 
recollections bogafc. tat I knew most of his children, Cousin Ada 
(Adelaide Ealenborg), Cousin Bell© (Parrish)# Cousin Sate# Cousin 
Anna* and Dr. Jerome and his family of girls and Hal# who lived at
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Cecllton and whom I have most pleasant recollections of visiting.
Aunt Tillie Kennedy, one of the dearest, chirpiest members of 

the family, she married Rev. George W. Kennedy, an earthly Saint,
I revere his memory. He had two children by a first marriage, Dr.
Stiles Kennedy, devoted to my Father and Mother and loved by all of 
us, and Cousin Ellen who married a West Virginia man named Lewis, 
who was drowned in a flood when their home was washed away. Frank 
and Nathalie were the children of Uncle Kennedy and Aunt Tillie, both 
dead.

The Manloves lived in Greensborough, Aunt Amanda, one of Father*s 
sisters (Malvina) married Pemberton Manlove, Cousin Anne died, Cousin 
Libbie died (married Dr. Stansbury and removed to California), Lena 
(married M. S. Mutchler and lived in Denton until he died) (is now in 
Parsons Home in Salisbury, Md.), Carrie, married Fred Roe and lived 
in Greensboro, Md. until time of her death, left a daughter Annie Roe, 
who married Keene Saulsbury and is living in Hanover, Pennsylvania, 
and William Pemberton, who has died within the last two or three years. 
This family of relatives I saw most of as I grew up, and loved them all 
dearly. Will was my chum.

Father*s Brother, Uncle Ned (Edward Mortimer), a Doctor, lived 
at Trappe, Talbot County, Maryland, and for him Father always had the 
greatest appreciation for and of. He gave Father his first tickets 
to Jefferson Medical College, started him on his life work. Uncle 
Ned died finally in Easton, Maryland (85 years), Aunt Annie had pre­
deceased him. His son. Doctor Edward, died leaving a daughter Nanny, 
whose mother was Nanny Hears. Nanny Hardcastle married Charlie 
Fisher and they have a daughter, Nancy, all three of these people are 
charming and very dear relatives. Will is living, and so is Edith 
living with Nanny Fisher, her niece. Uncle Nedfs sons. Addison and 
Ernest, died Just after reaching manhood (tuberculosis). Cousin Alice 
died after her Father and Mother.

Doctor Edward (Uncle Nedfs son) Hardcastle married a second time, 
but I do not knew his children, but have heard they are not very 
successful in keeping out of trouble. Uncle Ned was a capable and 
efficient physician, charming in manner, kindly and courteous, and 
dearly loved, for years a member of the School Board of his County.
I visited Uncle Ned and Aunt Annie a good many times, rode with Uncle 
Ned in making his visits, and loved to be with him. I think I had 
and have more respect for him, than any member of the Hardcastle family.

An incident of a visit to Trappe, Will was teaching the local 
school, Edith a successful musical student, these two with Miss Sallie 
Clark were the nucleus of the choir of the Episcopal Church, when 
Mr. Walker was rector. When making a visit I went with Edith and 
Will to choir rehearsal. Will disappeared for a few moments and we 
were startled to see him dressed in the Ministerrobes, and we were 
also startled by his almost perfect impersonation, gesture and toning 
of voice. Aunt Annie was never strong and after the death of Addison 
and Earnest, she was guarded and protected, considered as an invalid, 
and exercised the privileges of such in act and expression. I want 
to make it plain I was a great admirer of Uncle Ned, and enjoyed being 
with him.
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Uncle Jim Raudain, Mother’s oldest brother, after his wife died, 
case to Castle Hall with his oldest and youngest daughters, Ida and 
Clan, Eatla the middle one lived with Grandmother Baudain* Gaols 
Sim had failed in business* He was a genius in many ways, could males anything with his ton&s, a pigeon-house, a pipe, sleeve buttons of wood, a drag or cultivator, in fact anything that he saw. After living 
with us at Castle Hall for years, he lived with Uncle Elias and Grand­
mother until he died* Ida Kaudaln remained at Castle Hall through her 
girlhood, and afterwards went to Philadelphia and married Corbet 
Bauds In and finally died* Clara Haudaln remained with us, and went with us to live in Benton, when she mot Jim Todd and married him, 
after his death married a man by the name of Patterson, and has since 
died* I have little to say of these two girls, there was close 
association in the home, and times when the bonds of kinship tightened, 
but always there was something, one hardly knew what, that did sot 
seem to belong. And finally I feel that both these girls, for whom 
Mother and Father both made many sacrifices, were ungrateful and the 
years of pleasant association are spoiled by other recollections, which 
I will not and do not want to record*

Uncle Arnold, Mother’s second toother, and his wife Aunt Carrie, 
did not figure directly in the Castle Hall life, though mother ms in 
touch with him during his lifetime*

Aunt Maggie and Aunt Sadie, Mother’s younger sisters, were con­
stantly at Castle Hall* Mother was their second mother* And without 
attempting to describe them specifically, they were the dearest Amts 
in the world, the kindest, most thoughtful and best - X loved these 
precious women* Aunt Sadie, after Grandmother died and Uncle Elias 
married, lived with us in Denton and after Father ani Mother died in Itli came to us at 1217 John Street and died here in our home dearly 
loved*

Uncle Elias Haudain, Mother’s youngest brother, an expert in 
silk and velvet and other fine merchandise, was a typical old bachelor for years {but later married Aunt Mattie, a bright and attractive 
personality), tot pure gold all through, high type character and 
life, kind and wise, ever ready to help, and always wanted to do the 
comfortable thing* He was frequently at Castle Hall in the early days, 
t have tried to give an idea of those who provided the environment of 
my early life* It is imperfectly done, and does not show the over­
flowing respect and love I have for them, tot there are others in the 
picture, white faces and black faces, all have a distinct and clear relation to the whole*

Jimmy Montague, who handled the orchards during Peach season, 
Fletcher Strangh, who lived on the Upper Farm, Cousin Robert Emmet 
Hardens tie and his family our near neighbors, Robert Cultoeths family, 
Henry Cultoeths family, the Kuglera - the colored family and friends, 
viz* Aunt Cleramy, cook for over 50 years, Aunt Maria her sister, Sal lie 
the housemaid and most wonderful bread-maker* Aunt Clemssy made and 
beat the Maryland Biscuit* Henry Lusty and Mary, his wife, freed by 
Father before emancipation* Bed Henry, who looked after the driving 
torses and was an expert Oxdrlver, Carl Henry, Frank Henry who was 
the only slave not taken by Federal troops when men slaves were marched away the memorable early morning I remember as a child of little over 
three years (Frank slipped behind my Mother in the kitchen, when the
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soldiers appeared, and said Miss Kate I don’t want to go, sto said 
Frank ther*? is the Biscuit Pcatl#, defend yourself* picked
it up and slipped oat through tte hmmm and was the only man-slave not token, and was with us stisbll he died) , Ms wife Jlemny and their 
children* Friaby Brcum, a fins, honest feller, who was an ©Mpert 
toftscman and drove Bettor** carriage, ^ton she needed hto, and hailed 
the wagon tsmnt, X think to taught m most stout torsos and ms&es and 
how they should to controlled, imroXy there wane some of the different 
teams to alone could handle - Almira, Ms wife, Irwin, Almira’s deaf
sad Mi toy who was one of ay surly @«paMo«is, and you, eloa# Mail
and playmates* Thezv arc others that 1 eorae upon in say wanderings 
through the Labyrinth of HeeolXections, tot those were a part of the 
cawironsitmt and dally tom-life, and made the atmosphere In which X 
started my life* It was kindly, it was home-like, in a strong seas® 
it was patriarchal, tomuse Father and Mother both recognized a deep 
responsibility for those about us, it will haw to to Ff^gatored that 
our colored friends were storting a mm life, for which they tod no 
preparation* Xt was bapreisaM upon me that 1 had a responsibility for 
others less well placed, and that X tod a further responsibility to 
provide a standard character and conduct* Doctors, and Miss Kate’s 
son ms expected to to a little totter in mtmar, in appearance, and 
particularly in character and conduct, for tods as paid toms 
loving service and estoset, that som&ttoes made It a. bit hard to re­
strain the innate tendency to pride of position and birth* But such 
was tto 1eve and respect for ay Father and Mother, that X grow up in 
an almost paternal m feudal atmosphere*

Until X was ton years of age, my Mother ms uy teacher to MX lines, in 1072 while ny Fattor was a masher of the Maryland Legis­
lator®, mother and X spent part of the winter with Orcsstoettor 
Bsadsln and UtoX® KXX&s at 2X03 Ir&ndywtoe Street, Philadelphia, ami 
while there X attended Professor Shinn** School for two maths, and 
then spent the last month of Fathers time at Annapolis with him, and there knew rd so closely sMbsSsMl with Senator Daniel Fields 
and Hotorb Gary, Caroline r#proseatofc
and Souse. mien we returned boss X entered Castle Ml senoox, a 
public school, originally & semi-promte school for benefit of Castle Sail children and their neighbors and friends, and was a rosier 
attendant until 1870# My first teacher, ^IHjetgty famaa, was as unusual 
man, tot undoubtedly a good teacher, and under him X advanced rapidly* 
He did sot spare the rod, X can ace him new, walking tofora his class, 
chewing the and of a bl&ck-gua witch, and holding the close attention 
of com gteaber of tto elass* Ms got results* Mias derm Willis filled 

when Mtpm Parses died, a daughter of Doctor Willis ofa friend of my father’s, she ©mac to fifcstX® Hall to Use 
Hfse&tXon* She was a lovely girl, we studied and rode 

horseback, tot she died during tbs year from m overdose of medicine token to renews pain* Her end was tragic, the sepws&to found her 
lying cm the floor to her room, when she called her to the morning* 
k fir* Hough, who had beuigit the Coylor property opposite the school house, took over the school, to tod been a teacher and was equipped 
to start as to Latin and more advanced studies* After to left or died, 
X forget which, my Father ms Instrumental to securing Marshall S* 
fgubohXer, a recent graduate of Dickinson Collage, who lived at Castle 
Hall, and gave me special service, practically was say *£utor*
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In the Pall of 1876, Centennial yean, I went to Philadelphia 
to attend Professor Hastings Vest Philadelphia Academy, 35th and 
Powelfcon Avenue. I spent throe years at Professor Hastings school 
preparing for Prinoeton Colley. The first year I lived with Aunt 
Haggle and Uncle Laird on Borris Street, the day school was at 40th 
and Ludlow, and that gave me 60 block or Philadelphia squares each 
way ©very day. The other years X lived in the school, 35th between 
Powe 1 ton Avenue and Race Street. During my three years at the school 
I had the advantage of instruction in Latin and Greek by Professor 
Scott, a scholar and fine teacher and by Professor Hastings, in 
Arithmetic, Algebra and in English, in higher mathematics not so good. 
Owing to the death of the Professor, who taught Geometry during my 
last year at school, after entering Princeton without conditions or 
qualifications, X found afterwards X was not well grounded in that 
subject, and had to struggle with my Hath. During ay years at school,
I spent a part of each Sunday, as well as other times with Grand­
mother Haudain. She was one of the old fashioned, straight-laced 
Presbyterians, but loving and kind, I always think of her with love, 
respect and Just a trifle of awe - going to Alexander Presbyterian Chureh 
with her Sunday mornings and to Sunday School with Thiele Elias in 
the afternoon.

Hy years at school in Philadelphia were most pleasant and I 
made many wars friends. A few of then X would like to recall - Will 
and Mary Black, lulu Bennett, a beautiful girl, fine &nd keen of wit, 
Lizzie Khlfafrt. iA&ry Paul, beautiful girls, ifurjorie Henry, Frank 
Salley with whom I became close friends before we graduated* he visited 
me for a number of aureriers and worked with a© in Peaches ana afterward 
became a Presbyterian sinister, B&. Hastings, a nephew of Professor 
Hastings and himself a teacher, was a Pal, and a good fellow.

As stated above, during my first year at school I lived with 
/mat Maggie and Uncle Laird Simons. Uncle Laird was a literary man, 
and edited a column In one of the papers, and was engaged in other 
work of Ilk© kind, a most kindly man and devoted friend. Aunt Maggie 
and Uncle Laird had three (3) boys, vie. Silas Lauda in, Laird Har&eastXe 
and Herbert. Auntie always said she had four {4) boys and I was the 
oldest one. Laird Har&c&stle Simona, the second son, was born at 
Gas tie Hall, during a time when Uncle Laird was struggling with 
adverse conditions, and Father and Mother were being helpful, con­
ditions improved and they returned to Philadelphia and opened a home.

After Uncle Laird died, Laird H. was in poor health, and we took 
him with us to Castle Hall, and built his into health (his father had 
tuberculosis) and kept his for nine years, a precious boy, and after 
I left ealle In 1984 was with me constantly when not attending Castle 
Hall school. Our devoted association deepened into dearest love.
My Father and Mother loved him as their own son, and X a a my own brother. 
Laird K. joined his mother and the other boys in Philadelphia, secured 
a position in the Eld-Leather business, and finally landed with The 
William Amor Amor Company, Hr. An or, the President of that company, recog­
nized Ms ability and developed the business (tanning) along lines
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suggested fey Laird, as the business graw, depended largely upon 
his, and when he died, left; Laird Ms Cosanon stock, which with the 
stock Laird had already acquired, gave him control of the eo&pany*
Laird ran the business until the time of his death in 1936 (June 17)* 
Laird’s life was in many ways tragic, devotedly in love with his first 
wife, she died in giving birth to their first child* After a number 
of years he met, loved, and married Amelia Alexander, dear, and precious 
to him and to each of us, members of the family, two children were 
born to them, and both by the Caesarean method* The first child, 
Kuretta, was named for Amelia’s mother, the second for his father, 
himself and my father (Laird Hardcastla). The strain due to the 
condition of Amelia’s health (a tuberculosis condition after Pwaumonla), 
and the additional strain of business conditions, took tale of his 
strength and. in 1934 - 1935 he had a break and was forced to quit for 
a time, but seemed to come back strong and was apparently well* The 
crack cam® after a Saturday afternoon’s work among his shrubs and 
flowers, ha became unconscious and never rallied (Appoploxy)*

Amelia was wonderful and the children as well, meeting every 
responsibility* Laird had made careful and wise provision for his 
family, and loft them well provided for. When the business was 
straightened out and plans made for the children, Amelia faded away 
it seemed, she felt her duty was done, her Job accomplished, and it 
was time for her to Join Laird. The two children have graduated at 
college, they ar© dear, both capable, and have the kindly, thoughtful 
instincts of both father and mother* They are doing what they think 
their father and mother would wish them to do - be true, be kind, 
be Christian, see and know, and develop, and enjoy life, make it 
Joyous for themselves and others* Hardy has gone into the business 
to study and learn it fro® the bottom to top, it will be his, when he’s 
a little older, in the meantime he has the asi 
his Uncle A1 and others to rely on*

1 have tried to indicate the surroundings of my early life, 
plucking here and there a recollection as I wander in the Labyrinth. 
Mother and Father had a very devoted love for Uncle Dan and Aunt 
Mary (Mother’s fathers sister) Co?gill, it was at their heme in 
Dover, Delaware they met and learned to love each other* The visits 
we used to make to Uhel© Dan and Aunt Mary were & Joy, they wore 
kindness personified* Their granddaughters, Cora and Lou, were 
beautiful* After I came to Baltimore to live I saw a good deal of 
Lou, who had married Howard Harman* 1 always was devoted to Lou*
Cora I did not know so well* Lou Harman is now With Cora’s daughter, 
her husband la President (Clothier) of Sutgas College* Lou died at Dr. Robert C. Clothier's home November 30tn, 1939.

to my school days, la my aeoond year at Professor 
Eastings I had a severe Illness, there was an epidemic of (Spotted 
fyphaa) fever la West Philadelphia, Aunt Sadie took me horse, aad 
Father aad Mother eared for me awl pulled me through - many died,
Among my pleasant recollections of these school years are Cousins 
Annie and Kallie Green and Cousin Jennie Bennett. By ancle Tom, I 
never saw, but we had an oil painting of him, that Father gave to 
his daughter Cousin Ada Katehberg, who lived in Sew fork aid afterwards 
went to Germany. Cousin Bell Parrish, Cousin Rate who married and



to England to live, I have forgotten the name, Cousin Annie 
Pennock, Uncle Tom*a daughters were all charming women, hut a little 
different, and with the exception of Cousin Ada, left on my young 
memory the Impression of instability* Cousin Jerome, his son, was 
assisted by my Father to acquire a medical education, he and his 
wife Cousin Sallle lived in Cecllton, Maryland and struggled to 
raise a family of several girls and a son Harry, usually called Hal* 
Cousin Jerome and Cousin Sallle were pleasant and kind to visit, 
and the girls were all attractive, nice relatives* Many members of 
my Mother*a family and relatives I knew slightly and did not often 
come in contact with, hut my recollection of them is, that they were 
charming, refined, intelligent, particularly Cousin Dan and Cousin 
Mary Corbitt, Cousin Will and Cousin Martha Reynolds, Cousin Charles 
Douglas, Aunt Aim Hall and her daughters and Cousin Jim Hall, her son, 
one of Aunt Ann's daughters. Cousin Clara Yardly, was an© of the 
most attractive **nd dearest women I ever knew* I always felt she 
was more like my Mother than any other member of the family* Aunt 
Clara Wilson, the mother of Jacob Wilson, a musical genius, he could 
get more music oat of a violin or banjo than anyone X ever knew or 
heard, and tor a long time he did not get much oat of life, bat was 
adored by children, dogs and horses, and finally by a splendid woman 
Cousin Sadie, he was often at Castle Hall and always welcome*

Daring my school days at Professor Hastings, our school and city 
college football teams were consolidated with Will Black, Sam Tate, 
myself and others halfbacks* We were a strong school team, won 
our game, boat University of Pennsylvania freshmen, boat its Sophomore 
team, and then played a tie with its Junior Team, from which its 
University Team was largely drawn, two men I remember clearly Jack 
and George Thayer. I met Jack Thayer years after in the U. S# Court 
in Baltimore, he was a Vice President of Pennsylvania Railroad Company* 
Work with this team prepared me for the Freshman Team at Princeton 
and assured me a place on the scrub-team that helped train the 
University Team. Bland Ballard was Captain of varsity*

In reviewing and considering my early environment, X cannot 
leave out the mention of ay friends, the animals with which X was 
associated, and meant so much to a boy raised in the country, first, 
my little horse Sam Rock (Sham Rock), my little dog Mac, dear to my 
memory, both of which provided by thoughtful parents added to my 
pleasure and education* I learned to ride on the bask of Sam Rock, 
and was soon pushod on him even while my legs were so short they stuck 
out, and if X fell off, as sane times happened, he would wait for me 
to lead him to a fence or to some place that enabled me to climb on 
his baok again - patient and kind, the old fellow carried and played 
with me and with ay little friends both boys and girls, taught them 
to ride* There are many incidents X remember about Sam Rock, on© or 
two I want to Jot down, vis* one© when riding with Miss Cora Willis, 
we came fast into the lane. Miss Cora lost her balance and became 
partially unconscious, the little hors© realised something ms wrong, 
he steadied as I held her in the saddle? another time, with Ida Naudain 
riding him, we were fox-hunting, the wind was high and a limb from a 
tree blew across Idafs lap* Sam Rock acted so quickly and intelligently 
that he avoided a serious accident* what a dear memory. Little Mae with
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bis tail curling over his hack, fussy and proud. I do not know 
his breed, but he was an aristocrat and a kindly gentleman, always 
ready for play, ready always with courage for defence. He was part 
of my education, kindly and had courage, yes, the little dog had & 
real value as a hunter, he was the best squirrel dog I ever knew, 
his little bark would send them to the side of the tree, where they 
were easy victims to the gunner. Once, as I remember, rather and 
Dncle yim killed, with th© aid of Little Mao, over 30 squirrels In 
& short afternoon.

4s X wander in the Labyrinth, recollections crowd in - th© 
horses, the mules, the oxen, the old red cow even that nobody 
but Aunt Clenny could milk.

I think of Charlie, a blood bay beautiful as 
l, a picture black, with mouth of iron; Ashby,
; cavalry leader} later Tankerville, a wild fellow,

After Sam Hook, 
a picture} of Queen, 
named for the great 
softened by Fatherfs quiet management, a stand-by for Father and the
family} Pet, a brown mare, a good side-partner for Tankerville, and 
good carriage horse and driver, but oh how she could run under the 
saddles her son Tamer lane, usually known as Caesar, greatest horse 
of the century, driver, road trotter (2.40) and saddle horse, when 
necessary, and fox-hunter - tall, lanky, hipkapped. a wonder horse 
of service* He could be the meanest and the best in the world, ac­
cording to the state of his mind, and he had a mind all his own.
If he was mad or had a contrary spell, it was hard to get harness 
on him and get him between the shafts, and if you did not watch him 
he would put his iron-shod foot on your foot. But if anything un­
usual happened he would atop and stand perfectly still until you 
were out of trouble, one incident, a patient sent for Father in a 
terry at night, Caesar was fast, I alone drove him at that time, . 
geared to Father’s Doctors Phaeton we set out at a fast pace, and 
just before we reached the patient’s gate, in crossing a smalljus* oerore we reacnea zne patient's gate, in crossing a small 
uneven rough bridge the front axle broke in th© middle, and the 
front wheels closed up tight and formed a cage. Caesar stopped in 
his stride, although the top of the phaeton came over and rested 
on his rump. He stood still while I pilled myself along the shaft 
by using the harness, and ungeared him before Father could get oat.
If he had moved, the pressure of the carriage top would or might 
have excited him, and in our helpless condition, we could easily 
have been severely injured or killed, .mother incident of Caesar, 
vis., we were living in Denton, and I was invited to dine at a nearby 
town (6 miles) and after dinner the whole party was to go to Denton, 
my then hone town, for a dance. X drove Caesar, he was stabled while 
we were at dinner, several teams got off before they attempted to 
gear my horse to ay buggy. I was to take the young la<^r, guest of 
the evening, to th© dance. The men finally succeeded In harnessing 
my horse and brought him to the house-door, when I came out with the 
young lady they were having trouble to hold him. I walked in front 
of him and told the men to let him loose, they were surprised but 
did as I told them. He was anxious to get off, as other teams had 
gone, but stood while I wrapped up, but as soon as I tightened tee 
reins he lunged, snorted and sent his heels flying over the top, then 
he settled down to going and before the sim miles were accomplished, 
we were leading the procession, having made the 6 mile drive in 22 
minutes. The next summer, the same young lady was visiting the same 
place and people. I took her driving, the moon was bright, the road
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sandy, the horse I think must have gone to sleep, he Tell flat la 
the road, the young lady said "Funny horse, in winter time tries to kick 
your head off. In summer fall down In the road*" I could think of 
many other things both had and good that old horse did, but he had 
good sens© and good Judgment, and was with us until he died*

Maxeppa was th© finest saddle beam X over rods, easy, every 
muscle s responsive spring* Hs could no pace his stride In cantering, 
one could walk beside him$ he was fast, and could jump anything in 
reason* Dark brown in color, almost black, he was s graceful beauty*
He loved fox-hunting and always wanted to closely follow the dogs*
And that leads me into a by-path of recollection, an incident, of his 
wilfulness and prowess* Upon one occasion, while fox-tenting, I was 
riding hi® down a road, between fields with fences each side, and woods 
each side beyond the narrow fields, with dogs running fast and baying 
in the woods to the left* Mascppa became impatient, he wanted to go, 
to closely follow the dogs. Ho became impatient, snapped the bit 
between his teeth and tore down the lane at a dizzy pace. I found it 
would be impossible to control him before I reached a gate which was 
closed to the house yard ahead of me, and before th© gat© was a mud-hole 
five or six feet wide* With hors© out of control, mud-hole and gate 
ahead, I saw my only cbanco ms to ride him for the jump of mudhol© 
ate. gat© in one spring, ate that is what he did, jumped tele ate gate 
without touching either, passed around th© house through the house- 
yard, ate jumped the gat© ate similar mudhole on th© other side, before 
I got him under complete control. I feel that his feat ms marvelous 
and l lucky. Uncle Had loved to ride horseback, was ©harmed with this 
fellow end we let hi® have hi® ate fee rode hi® for years. Another 
fine terse was Sorrel Charlie, both a good driver ate tenter#

Of the mules. Little Jack, small ate used specially to plow close 
under the Peach trees, was also a fine saddler, he was a kicker par 
excellence, tern him loose, throw a stick at him, ate th© strong chance 
was, that stick would com© back at you and you would probably have to 
dodge* The team, Jennie . tec lead, Gyps I© ate Bern, "the Brit oh®, were 
directed by "Get up*,"Gee*, Poddy wo*, "wo,* Frishy used no reins ate 
he needed non© (while 1 this& of it, on© beautiful moonlight night, 
mother and I were coming from Dover, Frlsby was driving, when we 
reached the Hud-Mill mill-pond, Frlsby turned to Mother ate said,
"Miss late, this Is the prettiest night in Salline." An expression of 
whimsical appreciation - th© scene is vividly before me today, after 
70 years - th© moonlight on the water of th© pond, th© curving banks 
of the pond, edged with grass ate trees and bushes, the handsets© horses, 
"the old Mg aarrlagc,* Frlsby*a quizzical face - ay Mother *s surprised 
expression ate the sudden smile teat illumined ter dear ate beautiful 
face*) There were other horses ate colts in ray life of which X have 
recollections* I spent time, energy and patience, breaking ate training 
them to saddle and to harness. 1 loved horses and handled them suc­
cessfully, they were not afraid of me, ate were not nervous teen I was 
about them.

X had other friends among the animals, dogs, little early-tailed 
Mac was my first love. I have spoken of hi®, his is a child*a dear 
memory.

One fall. Doctor * Me Clements, who lived at Mary del, a friend
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of FU«h*r*s, loaned us Pluto, a dutiful toverick setter, for a 
part of the shooting season* He was a blue-blooded goutl^an, a 
sross of Levespiek and Gordon* to was a hit wild when to first mm 
to Father and ass, tot a fine intelligent hunter and retriever* ^o 
were soon constant mxapantona and devoted friends, and we returned 
him to Doc tor MeClements with appreciation tot deep regret, and 
when Doctor UeGlessents wrote, saying someone tod tried to poison 
Flute, and if I wanted him to ease and get Mm, I went Ima^diatsly* 
to was glad to see ate, justped in the buggy and put his toad on my 
knee, expressing his happiness and feeling of hoae-eoa/lsig. 2t was 
a friendship that lasted until hie death at Id years, to was the 
greatest and most satisfactory tog 2 tore known and hunted, a true 
and faithful friend, kind and dependable* Just one instance to stow 
his class, there were many, when to had grown old we were living in 
Denton, and to would lie to the street at times, and after to had toon 
run over o» <mo occasion, X sent hi© to Charlie Gabon to the farm,
Otorlie had toon aqr overseer and loved him dearly and would care for 
him. Tea last fall of his life, with a party of friends and young 
dogs, I went to tto farm for bird hunting, The old fellow wslSOHC& 
so warmly and stayed close to me until we wore reedy to start out, 
then 2 tod tod (one of the colored toys from the old tome) take mm 
and lock him up. I knew that to knew that we were going hunting and 
would want to go too, and 2 knew to was too feeble* We came back -to 
the house for lunch. He mat me, visited, with m® for a while, smelled 
my game bag, sesmsd satisfied And disappeared, and when ve starts 
out is the afternoon could not to found - tod was to look out for him. 
When we were about 1/4 mile across the fields, our' young dogs saeiaed 
to get a strong scent of birds, but could not place them, end while 
2 was watching the young dogs, 2 heard sobs thing panting behind me.
2t was old Pluto. 2 said nothing, to passed me, looking straight 
ahead maybe it) yards and mm to a stiff point. I called to my friends 
that old Pluto had joined us and pointed Sn&' to com for a shot* They 
said m9 he is so old, to does not know what to is doing, we will 
chance your putting them up. I replied, to newer mde such a false 
point in his life, tto birds are tore* In tto meanttee, fro© eeatoess, 
to had laid down. I wont to him, helped Ms to his feet, put m 
knee against his rump and urged him fs^ward to put ttom ip, that was 
our invariable custom, to staggered along & few feet and put up a 
big covey, &ss& then dropped exhausted* Bveryena --ms surprised, tot 
2 was not, 2 knew* tod tod followed him and stood watching the point, 
and said My tod, Mr. Al, that old dog has some, to smelled your game 
tog, we satisfied you tod game, knew you would not toko him, and 
then to disappeared, hid until to could steal after you, found ym, 
smelled the birds and pointed. to gave no attention to wm or dog, 
until to had completed his Job and showed us the birds, Med took 
him in his sms and carried him took to the house* That me his last 
hunt, a perfect ending to a life of devoted service.

There were other dog friends - Cousin John Higgins imported 
Dashing McmaCk, a full-blooded LX^greXlen, and gjawe ?m "Leah 2nd*
(wo culled tor- *Welllew), one of the first litter of pups (Basiling 
Jftarack out Harry tons© Leah). Jto was a beauty, black and tan points, 
a good plde partner for old Flute. 3to was lovable and kind, a true 
aristocrat, I toed her to Flute and retained tannic and young Flute, 
they were beauties, with all the distinctive markings. of the Llewsliona 
and also of old Fluto ( Lover lek and Cordon) as wall, being l/% Leveriok 
to tod practically the smm markings. These dogs were a Joy, 
handsome picture dogs, sweet tempered, efficient. Fannie was ac~
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olden tally shot by « friend *blls w iMatlng, Yoangdied in ay arts# of pnowsonia aboat a year after Fannie was «d.llod* 
Pellio bad died, alien I went in the field banting with «y four 
fine, hundooiae, blooded d»g», I wae proad and w*ll-*eyved, tert 
lid Plato was King and taught the others their dntiee. Ite waa f 1 a Id-Marshall and Bmdd plum and gave instructions, th«.t If not 
carried out might mum ptmUlmmU

On om occasion Will l*mHn and I drove out fr*w* Benton about 
two miles, it wa# early la the season* fUs dogs bid not boon 
bunted, but little* » l«ft the buggy* and with Old Pluto* Belli©, 
and the pape Fannie and Ictttg Pluto started hunting* Within & few 
alsmtes, along a wood in some now ground, recently cleared, Old 
Pluto pointed, the others lined up behind his* sill Uundin bscame 
excited and urged that we hurry, fearing the young dogs would flush 
the birds* 1 said Dom*t worry Old Pluto wm*t let thorn, 3X11 said 
I bet you they will, I said X will bet you that we could take time 
to sit^cs a cigar and they would hold the point* It was a bet, wo 
slowed closer, lighted up and ml down* Once one of the pups mowed 
to ©ace hia position. Old Pluto turned his heed aw?, showed Ms teeth*
X won ray bet* ??e pul. coveys in the wood*? and followed thee, bad 
good shooting, found wood-eeefc in the woods, and when w@ cams out of tho 
woods at the school-house near John Fllson** I had 39 partridges and 
wood-cock, Will bad, X think, IP, It was- good sport, due to good 
dogs* Wo bad a satisfactory pack of hounds, old Rattler and Kelly 
and other??, end enjoyed foxhunting* The#* many animate, active 
things and the scenas they participated in, present thrsB»eXv®». as 
X wander among my recollections*

£y school days had passed and X bad entered Princeton Oollego 
with a clasmuate and room-date, Henry Oilmore, and was locate at 
Mrs* Fine**, 8y early recollections at Princeton center around 
sees© fine fellows - Disk Harlan, a Junior, his brother, Jim Harlan, 
Barclay, Carson, JerryafeidVi, Hrrmh Roberts, and Bland Ballard, tbs 
Captain of tho varsity Football Team* Tho Presfrsan football loom, 
of which 0*3erg* llening 'ms G&ptain, Bsusall, Hodge, Had and Phil* 
Peace, Jamison frank ladley, Tim Rogers, Tom *afiamaU*r, Jim Harlan, 
Kid Os mm and X owe members* We were a husky bunch ana wan cur 
games* 1 was soon drafted for the scrub team that gave tbs Vanity 
practice. DnfOrtons tsly, my eyas became v-sry trc^blosor?© and 
Thanksgiving holiday tSmm father took me to doctor tfegmo a* mortem 
in Philadelphia, who, after a careful examination, advised father 
that I had such a bad condition of granulated lids, that X needed 
lasmodlate treatment, and a cessation of Vie * ITwas taken out of 
college and spent three months at Grandmother Baudalnts in Phila­
delphia, sad reported to Doctor Morton each day* TO© treatment was 
heroic, snd consisted in turning up the lids and cutting ov#r the 
iim&r surface with a sharp instrument and applying fltrato of silver 
on the raw surface, usually it was an hour or more before X could 
opes my eyes* It was a rma#3 tou|$t experience, but salutary and 
accomplished results, and at the wad of Idme months X went home and 
Father looked aft^r my eyes, and permitted sic to us© them very little, 
occasionally reporting to Doctor Norton for oxamimtion and treatment 
After IS south®, w& eyes having improved, and the teacher of Castle 
Hall School having resigned, X was appoint ml teacher for the balance 
of tint school year, and so acted, bad 76 scholars on the Roll from 
A* B. C. to Latin and Algebra* It was a unique and Interesting ex-
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X rooall orn l, Will Iganlore and X had pe^lmlarly*
Will was stuping with «e* w© ftortod o^rly, about djayXSgbfc* til 
.rods my SWrtl £3»rll%, I rods Sasaar* The dogs preoadod a* to 
the- Ohoptssk and 3a«% Island Bridge and had a ta going by the 
tin* w# psmMI the bridge* Foss and dogs want up tha river and 
toward dmrf WiU| the Fan followed the river and would return*
§* sat and ifatiwrd and finally hoard the haying if the dogs o<»t|| 
toward m$ w® kept qmiot and hafsm long tbs fuse same along, passed 
hebtroon our harass, ho ms a ioapardwfaot, white spots on his sides, 
the only one X arar sot, down along the river, throat last drrans* 

ngulsi following the .river* ?&&&*£ Eastward e&eor signs, "' 
another Ms ersss^d the trail and tools: all *f om* 40 dogs* hat - five, 
who hold to the lid Ms and his trail* "EtXX and I nwsr jww Just 
what or ho;? aesags territory wo we mere heloer Benton, and oa
the .Clm*»SkM«e farm when wo killed vhe fesc - Fas* dog* end enraelw* 
so tired w* -sere all awing alowly* I rods in and tried to ***** the 
fix, attempted to plsk hte up, by grabbing Ma by tor nock, Vat Ho 
snapped at ia© and before X eould note another try one of ths dogs had gotten close onengti to snap Mm* Mm it nun war, we were ne$*3$
20 -rstlea from homo, tired bodies, tired horses, tired dogs, hungry 
as boars* Father said ho e*t&ggiied we had ridden mere than 
nearer TO*

miles.



perieaeo, Clinton Wyatt, son of one of my Father’s old friends, 
was my advanced pupil, and afterwards became a prominent Preacher 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church. I have always felt very glad 
that I could be of service to such an ambitious and worthy youth.

I returned to Princeton in the Fall of 1881 and became a 
member of the Class of »85, at the same time had close and pleasant 
relations with my original Class of *83. When I entered college in 
*79, "The Cane-Spree" was an established Custom, I was trained by 
a junior Ohr, and matched with Sed Siimaons (Uncle of Bessie Simmons, 
Al’s wife}a Sophomore, he was a splendid fellow, a gentleman of 
parts, and gymnasium trained, but Ohr had trained me well and I was 
strong. I took the Cane in short order, 22 seconds, if* I remember 
corroctly.

After my return to college I made warm friendships with a 
great many of my new classmates, particularly with Med Wilson, Will 
Jackson, Billy Hall (Mother), Charlie Knox, Jack Cooper, and m&ny 
many others, Alex. Clerihew among them. Bond liarriman who sat be­
side me for three years, and about whom and with whom I have very 
many pleasant recollections, his brother Oliver was one of my *83 
friends and classmates. The four months passed with the usual class 
work, the Freshman Football and the practice as a member of the Scrub 
i'mm, the effort to get the clapper out of the college bell on Old 
North. Owing to the death of Doctor MeCosh’s son late in October 
the usual Hallowe’en frolic was not celebrated until the last night 
of the tom, before Christmas Holidays, Jim Potter gave a champagne 
supper that night, and some of the boys were keyed up and did some 
damage to gas lamps, a few windows, and a riot was reported in the 
New York papers. A follow by the name of Baker from Baltimore waa 
captured by the local police, and put through the Third Degree and 
gave the names of some 20 boys who he said participated, mine among 
them. 4s a matter of fact, I bad not attended Jim’s supper and 
although I was at the head of the crowd for a time, X left and took 
to my room at Mrs. Warren’s a friend who had a drop boo much and put 
him to bed. Those reported were haled before the Court at Trenton 
and fined, the fines were paid by the bunch to protect two or throe 
that actually did damage. I was one of five in whoso favor ’’Salle 
Pros" was entered.

Shortly before the above happened, Wilson, Jackson and X secured 
a saw to cut out the bell clapper, Mat Goldie Proctor blocked us 
and we went up by Priests Drugstore, he had a mortar made of small 
pieces of colored glass, we cut it off with our saw, had it buried 
for a time, and feeling that we should get it back, we put it in 
my trunk. I expected to stop in Philadelphia, and from there return 
the sign to the owner. Instead, it went to my home, and before it 
could be returned, the faculty had the information, how I do not know, 
the result being that I collected 11 weeks suspension under Tutors 
in Philadelphia. I spent the time with Cousin Mary and Annie Greer 
on Race Street 34OC block, Cousin Jennie Bennet and Lulu were of the 
family - a happy and profitable winter.

When I returned to College Doctor* McCosh sent for me, and McCosh 
asked for a statement, which I gave him complete, he said he did not 
question it, he also said "You must be good or get out of my college",
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X can hear bias casing It now* X told him he would n^vnr have any 
§103*6 trouble with mu* Ho Mid drs. beCosh were dear, ns 1 lock- 
back through seventy odd years X see no bigger man than doctor 
SsGosh, trained, learned, kindly, with a heart oi pure gold, I 
always feel a warmth and glow In my system whin X think or apeak 
of that Qpaut Man* I always have felt that my suspension was tow 
to my refusal to Uvulge who were present at Jim fottweM champagn® 
supper* Professor Sloan asked ate the quest ion, when X was called 
before the faculty. X refused Indignantly, and expressed myself so 
forcibly that I had to he punished for disrespect* Wore than a year 
la tor Professor Sloan attempted to start espionage, I caught a 
college proctor in my room, found out Professor Sloan sent him, and 
them mooting Sloan on the street, told him that X had eaught one of 
his emisarie* in ay rooms, had thrown him out the aecond-story 
window, tut If It happened again, it would not he trie tool that took 
the punishment but the principal, and furthermore, if he wanted to 
tasft' anything frera me, if it was any of hie business I would tell 
him rayaelf. The last year X was in college we were Better friends*

Billy ilill and I roomed together at Mrs* barrens Mid in reunion, 
we separated at end of Sophomore year* Men dev el on characteristics 
that separate them, although they continue to he good friends, so with 
Billy and m3, ily ayes were something of a drawback, practically 
giving out at times. I was getting a gr*?afc deal out of my course, 
but not what I should* Then too X was beginning to realise that 
Father and Mother wore hawing a hard timo to pay my bills, so al­
together ay Mw year at college was not free frets anxieties*
For a number of ay Professors X had deep gratitude, and a warn feeling. 
Dr* McCosli, or* Atwater, Professor Kinase, Professor Scott, Professor 
Buut, General Dkrge*

Two incidents in i&y Sophcsaors year are recalled with particular 
vividness, first, my selection to represent my class in the ?r^- 
1 hainary Caao-Spree, and my hard fight with 5i«gfe Kodgo, after store 
than an liOUi* X succeeded in taking the cane fro® hir*, second, the 
oophotnore Hocoptlao, the Committee for which X was a member of.This Reception was the Social BVemfc of the year* Hunter McAlpia 
was Chairsi&n. I had charge of the printing and the programs. Mrs.
Lillis and Diesis cam* to Princeton for this function and DXWiie was 
a Belle* Father also e&y^ on for it sad for commencement, we bad a 
happy time, utid X was vary proud oi the lovely Delaware girl* X was &Xso Captain of the Scrub Football team and occasionaly played 
on tho Varsity Teem - a badly sprained ankle interfering a good deal 
with my availability* X also trained with the secondary boat-crew* kas also doing sosss work in thig-Hell (D&fcin, (-reek, English, of which 
we hid a lot) with Professors Packard, Sloan, Orris, Cameron, duat and 
Ifsurray and ethers* X took in regular stride una did fairly well in 
these. Trig and Calculus were not easy for mo, my school-a*ys prep­
aration not having been so good in Math* Science studies most in­
terested tse, especially work under Professor ocott. rrank Roberts was 
chairman of f85 Class-Bay Commit tee and X was a member of it. In 
my Sophomore year on Washing ten1* Birthday in the gymnasium, I 
battled Conovar *83 fa? the i id&le Weight wrestling and lest to him*
The next year Dr. J.X.X. Finney and I *84 had a hard battle, lasting as X 
remember the better part of an how, and I won the championship 
(for 1884}*
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Junior year Md a number of percussions, first, a realisation 
that Father and Mother were having a hard struggle financially, 
toany fruit trees had been killed by the hard winter of 1B81-X882, and the crops of Peaches were seriously affected, second, X was 
not quite well, my throat was irritable in fee Princeton air, third, 
Billy Hall and I had separated after rooming together for two years,
I was living and hid my room at the "Fines,** fourth, X was having 
trouble with my Physios under Professor Bracket, but pulled through 
comfortably in the end* An incident happened in Physics class,
Bond Harriman was called suddenly to recite by Professor Bracket, 
and moved over in front of Harris, who attempted, to coach Mm as 
he was not prepared* The Professor sensed what was going on and 
asked Harrison many questions, finally said that will do Jar* Harriman, thank you Mr* Harris, possibly you would both like to know the re­
citation rates a zero foe* both of you, as not one question was 
correctly answered# Also during this year Professor Sloan attempted 
t© put into operation an "Kspionage System® and we had quite a stir 
in college, and X had a run in with Sloan over the matter* fried for 
a membership in the zoological expedition Doctor Scott was planning, 
but owing to scree overwork failed to take written examination, and 

finallyhad to take an oral examination, that cut me out<
During ay last jmr in College, I thought much of taings re­ligious, and ease under what our Methodist friends call "conviction® 

and finally Joined the First Presbyterian Church of Princeton* Father 
and Mother had both been raised as Presbyterians, bat owing to the 
want of a Presbyterian Church in cur vicinity, were both members of the Methodist Church* Uncle Kennedy, Aunt Lille*a husband, had been 
the last Presbyterian Pastor of the Greenaborough Church - Uncle 
Brown had also been at one time Pastor of that Church*

X was bora in a Christian home, of Christian Parents, and 
raised under Christian influences and in soaplianco and conformity 
with the forms and thought of the Period, fix* the Sabbatical Sabbath, 
the King James version, the actual, true and inspired word of God, 
with ©very concept that flowed from that belief, including the 
daiaaation and hell—fire promised for wrong-doing j the recognized 
beneficence of The Father God, and the loving kindness of the Saviour* 
During say youth, X found It hard to reconcile the thoughts and 
©renderings erainating from these beliefs* But could not and did not 
fully accept the® for myself*

X was distrait and embarrassed because of ay respect and love 
for ay teachers, and ay desire to be at one with thorn, and so it 
finally worked out and we drew together*

I had begun to think for myself, and resolved for myself, during 
my Junior year at Princeton, that life and nature were not an accident, but there was before them and back of them a design,® and a governing 
and controlling Hoad, which through all the ages had exorcised and 
stimulated the thought of, the desire for and the recognition of a Divine, all Powerful Creator in the minds and Imagination of the 
people of the World*
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The Old Testament teaches a Doctrine of Foroo. people and nations 
wore destroyed* because they did no£ WSonForm to or comply with the 
Cities laid down.

Then Christ come into the World# Showing, hiving and Teaohing. 
tlie virtues as wo know theta* Kindness* i>acrirlca* Eove* and promising 
that throng him* ws can reach The a*oat Creator* the Path or God*

appeals 
It has craved 
the

The New Testataent presenting Christ*g Life and Tea | to Hoason* and satisfies "the Kearff-SongTng^ comfort and knowledge* without cSertSwu we see* ar 
FcneWaT of every f am of life* the drass* the Trees* Animal Life* 
everyth!ng apparently dies* hat wakes to New Life at tho appointed time.

Is not Man* therefore* the sentionth force. natures hipest ox- passion of the thinking and roseoiling faculties (the only creature 
or thing in Nature* lhat does poftfeose these faculties) linked by these 
faculties* or other bonds* too subtle for grasp by finite minds* to 
the Maker* drawing the Breath of the Spiritual* that returns whence it 
comes. The Divine Spark, the connecting Link. The spiritual existence and vital anffijlT1force' in our liven*

Christ has said "Not a sparrow/ falls to the ground without Oed's 
notice*" That is m wonderful saying* a sparrow is little even com­
pared with so. There is a star in the Heavens* so far away that its light travels 100 years, at lifht speed* before it reaches "the Earth.” My finite mind cannot conceive it* it is outside the range olTeur M, 
about which our World revolves* I cannot envision the Space or the Distance. I cannot Imagine* even* fch? Kye, that can eeTUKs sparrow 
fall. I cannot measure or think of so colossal a Holer of Worlds. even thou^x* throng my creation I have spiritual conSLct WLWfiSa* 
of which* I am assured* And I feel* and know, I am a part of His 
Design* and fit into hie plan* and am given tty own responsibility and latitude* the result of which will ultimately fit ice Into The Design In mj proper place* namely is accordance with the m&nmFTa 
vrSfcri I have ordered and lived isy life* having always before mg the 
Precepts and Life of Christ* as a guide.

With these and other like questions disposed of - my mind settled. 
AM God and the Son Jesus Christ ar© real to ste* Since that time (my Junior year tTr^rlSeeSoST T'lilvg not boon particularly interested In 
church doctrines* m& not at oil in controversy! questions* I have 
been willing to take the Life sad Precepts of Christ as the Guide, and 
Just try to follow as tesTTW* SSiSfilSg many many failures.

By Articles of Faith are*
I believe in Fair Dealing* in Honesty* in Truth. Arad I 
believe I should do to others exactly What I would have 
others do to mo.

And finally* I believe in a marvelous God, who is unimaginable to ay finite mind* who rules worlds* and whose Plan. X am an indestruct­
ible Part.
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M& that cnr Saviour Jesus Christ cam© late the World to 
exetsplify our 8©d and tee oh us how to approach him, and how to 
prepare ourselves to fit into the Great, Divine Infinite Plan* I 
united with the First I
came to Baltimore to live Doctor Babcock sent for my Letters and 
X united with Brown Mammal Church Presbyterian and a® still a 
«*toerf having rendered during ay active years what service I could,

X left college in June* expecting to return for my last year, 
but that was not to be, A number of things happened. First, there 
was a better prospect for Peaches that year, and X had the opportunity 
to erect and run an evaporator to take ear© of the callings and 
second class fruit; second, Mother's illness. Typhoid, a terrible 
illness lasting fro® early in July until late September; third, a 
very dry season, and we picked our last peaches after September 25th, 
IBM. College had opened, I had had to take charge of everything* 
Father did not leave Mother, but watched every change, and finally 
ha and Aunt Sadie brought her successfully through* The orchards, 
the general farming, the sliipplng, the evaporators using about 60 
or 70 to 100 hands - I was tired, and not mentally ready to study, 
and further I felt a great ambition to be of service in managing 
the Old Home and getting Father out of financial difficulties, with 
the results I had accomplished in the summer of 1884 it looted as if 
I might do it. So it was concluded X was to take charge, For a year 
or two it looked promising, but Peach Yellows earn© to destroy the 
trees and by 1890 our orchards were practically ruined, although wo 
had reset portions of them, and the property i*'as sold, W# wont to 
Denton to live in 1890, and Father practiced his profession to give 
us a living, X spent nearly two years in settling our affairs and 
then studied law to the office of George IS, Russtsa, Esquire. to 
^se spirit of helpfulness Mother, two or three years before we left 
Castl© Hall, began making and selling Mrs, K* H, Hardeaatie's 
English Plum Pudding. The beet ever put on toe market, X believe, and handled by the best fancy grocers of Hew York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Washington, and elsewhere. After we moved to Denton 
she continued and expanded the business, I helped her until I came 
to Baltimore to live and practice law. To the pudding business was 
added the preserving of fruits. She soon developed a market for 
fancy fruits, of too best quality, of the best materials. Whm 
Father's failing health, and her own failing strength required, she 
sold her business to some young men to Denton, they did not long keep 
up the quality, it was a quality proposition, and the business died.
It was a noble effort on her behalf, successfully executed. Aunt 
Sadi© was very helpful to the matter.

As X wander, the recollections of the suffering and anxieties 
of Father and Mother for years over matters financial are vividly 
before me, and I see Will Brown, Aunt Elis©~Ann's son, as the *Arch 
Fiend® and curse of Father's life, Uncle Brown, Rev. Charles Brown, 
as the complacent hypocrite, whose conscience might hesitate at the 
eoaaaissioa of the crime but would not hesitate to reap the advantage 
of it after it was engineered by his son Will, To explains When Mr.
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Baynard died, there was a snail fund of about #2800 from Ms estate 
for the benefit of his daughter Ratal la, who afterwards Harried a 
Presbyterian Minister, John W, Dulles, the aforesaid fund was placed 
In the hands of my Grandfather William M* Hardcaatle, hi® son Thorns 
was living in Ohio* He cam© East to visit hie family and for th© 
purpose of scouring funds for investment in Ohio, which seemed safe 
and very promising# The only money available was the legacy of 
Ratalie Baynard, after a family council that fund was given Uncle 
Tom, he lost it* Kliza-Ann Baynard married Bev. Charles Brown, 
Grandfather accounted for th© fund, by giving a mortgage on Castle 
Hall* Mr* Brown was developing a family, and he and his family made 
Castle Hall their home for most of each year for many years, recog­
nising this fact, when the mortgage was drawn it called for *om 
per cent” in sera© parts and in other parts of mortgage *no per cent*” 
HS3T T85m the mortgage was forgotten, or it was realized Wax'l£he 
amount was lived out by the Brown family* At any rate no demand was 
made for payment upon Grandfather, and when he persuaded Father to 
give up his plan to become a Surgeon in th© Army, and tale© over 
Castle Hall, nothing was said of the mortgage and Father, dealing 
with his own Father, made no examination of title* In fact, as it 
developed later, there was between #40,000 and #50,000 indebtedness 
against th© property when Father took It over, most of which ho was not 
apprised of* As I said, the mortgage had been forgotten, th© Browns 
had lived it out, had had more than value received* Father was busy 
in his practice, in setting and mastering and developing his “Peach 
Orchards,* he had married and had a son* Reverend Charles Brown 
had taken an assignment of th© “Forgotten Mortgage," Will Brown was 
a lawyer practicing in Philadelphia (there used to be an old saying 
* Crooked as a Philadelphia Lawyer*), he studied the mortgage, th© 
named interest therein (one percent and no percent), he reasoned would 
continue for three years, and then revert to the legal interest, 0$, 
and It might be oven possible to manipulate it into a compounding 
of interest* Knowing my Father, for a high-minded man, who never 
repudiated an obligation, he came to Father with information regard­
ing the mortgage, and secured from Father an acknowlodistent in 
writing, that he would pay the mortgage, if it should be shown right 
and proper* Th© paper was craftily drawn, and the Court of Appeals 
of Maryland said in Hardcasfcle vs Brown this paper, acquired by mis- 
representation, was both an adbissTon ‘"of indebtedness and a promise 
to pay* To get cut of the hands of the Browns, a part of Castle 
Hall was deeded to them and money finally borrowed of Mr* Laphsas 
to pay them th© balance* The property was subsequently sold to 
satisfy this mortgage*

Father was “Big,n “without Guile.* he could not imagine a nephew, 
son of his sister, deceiving him or lying to his* He was a loyal 
friend and loyal to his relatives, he paid more than $20,000 for 
his Cousin and Pal Robert &amet Hurdcastle, and when his difficulties 
came Robert Rmrnet *s sons refused to come to his assistance, although 
they were all comfortably well circumstanced, and could easily have 
afforded to return to him what he had advanced for their Father* 
m addition, they let him be sued and be required to pay the Harpers 
several thousand dollars because he had endorsed a guardian bond for
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which hadnewer filed feJU final 
Harpers were overpaid, 
people. Th# ®Utoee* 
tteir neighbors. And

the Estate* although the 
Hill, ana many bills for otter 
who had property assist 

be it ©me who would boy 
required, asd it was often his collections were mail* 

poor after the Civil ter* and i for Uncle f% for 
» £taet* for Cousin Jaras© 
ho centime his practise 

_ is Bmto* Big in 
utifUX to Person* Beautiful

r teTSd*gte© tetw^fes BeylS&f*
X feci 2 hare a rich heritage. 
sntltl«sa**te» I m afraid X

a terse or co*» and anything the neighbor 
te ted to pay. His Practice was large* 
people of the country around hi® were 
he tried to help, totter ptto for 
tteele till, for" tool* Charlie, for 
and otters* to 1890 be went to Ponton, 
as long as his health pcnuibtfid. A wm 
Character* Big to Heart* and ay tetter 
to ammeter* Big to Brito and tesu*t - 
It to no womacr she eonld not lire aft 
but followed hto within a few months.
My difficulty tea been to lire up to 
have not succeeded* although X have hr

X have ted smny friends among ®#n* often 
myself* vis. Btelo Eli as* M* Hastings* Harry & 
a Captain of Marines* shote name X cannot resell, but to© ms most 
kind to »e during the winter of IBTt, when totter was a setter of 
the Maryland legislating* and X ms making hto a visit at tte Old 
Maryland Hotel* Annapolis* then Will Black* Frank Smiley* Fred 
.'alone* till Man:lose* my tellege friends and toms* My flatters* 
to~Law* John £. Wilson and Bldrldgs Umrmn, mm for wtess X ted and 
haw® the greatest respect* eonst£tuttonally and plastically honest* 
whose native# arc? or were 8BW qua« timed* X tews kaosm stronga and have crossed legal Swords with sobs of ttea* 39&m Jote SU 

imon* Judge Stump* Bernard Carter* Ftoekney {Qcwernoa*) ibyto* 
1h«s a. Hayes * Judge Alter* 0* Bitohie* a great man and Judge* 

a©w#rmor Albert 0. Ritchie, his son* w* Stepperd Bryan* Judge Morris* 
Senator Arthur t# Com&a* Senator Oesrg© Gray of OStewsr** Joseph . 
0* France* Br#MaltbieD teteoek, Pr. J. Ross Stowemeo®* Br. John 
ggBMiS* President Grower GXewol&M {when attending the wedding of 
a teXXeg© smto at "Lakewood to the Ftoe®#. Hew Jersey. President 
gMteft was offered & seat to the private PuXtoa® reserved for 
the wedding party rotating to Hew York* bis ear mot hatog available 

xBoth as he adapted and was moat agreeable) * ftedrew Witosss* Mai or Biggs* Or* 
student Sastuel J. Crows* Pr* ^iXltont §. Car&sr* Br. j* M. x. Finney* Bp 
and 'mmm authri* Spesrc* Br* John w. to* PetetwrstoltJt to©
President ©f©«*p©*l*£iftt* Br, Hires foods* Clifts 3* Brown* associated with 
of Prince-sie to ay offle© for a mater of yearn* a strong* capable mind* be 
bon ted developed tot© a fine trial lawyer* to ay cptoi«* tte best of
Jniver- to* younger me® at too ter* when h© mm killed by a Jew* to when

he ted rendered signal sorvioe, Kdsr&rd B. Martin who was also assoei- 
at#d with iso in my office* a eare^toktog mom* and pollster of the 
mglls&t language* deweXcptog slowly tot© a safe counsellor. Tmm 
mm and otters* with whom X have had contact, have afforded m a 
rich association. hwi toe early days* X recall mmy fnaitents end 
oxpertomcos wlto Xrvln the deaf and almost tot colored boy {early 
scarlet fsv^r) sy playtaato* son of .Almira* Frtoby^a wife, ftese old 
rocoliscti^^ bring a flash of pleasure and an ache of poto* Few ore 
left. Most are gone, toe sands of toe teur«*gX&aii are ronntog out* 
disability and Itoitstim are hard to fate and accept gracefully and 
with eqMtotoity*
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I case now. In my wandorln/a In the La&yrlnth of Recollections, 
Into pleasant places, feowerod aisles, shady corners, rose gardens, 
whence sweet odors linger, to the contemplation that I have had 
pleasant| helpful and happy association with many fine women during 
my lifetime, to whom I am heavily indebted for kindness, guidance, 
«®asqple and love, which has been lavished upon me unstintedly* To 
my Mother for devoted love in unlimited measure, end for the exercise 
of many sacrifices* To ray Aunt Maggie, who claimed me for her oldest 
son, with all that relation Indicates* To Aunt Sadie, the gentle 
unselfish, hut sturdy stand-by. These with my colored Horse Betty 
Buxira and Aunt Clenny, cur colored cook, constitute the Advance 
Brigade In my recollection* Grandmother Har&castl© the faint, hut 
kindly, and sweet Impression. Grandmother Nau&aln, seemingly austere, 
always ready to supply loving service, and wisdom that comes of long 
experience* Aunty Greer, a landU-sa&rk in the family* Cousin Mollie

an artist, talented, beautiful* she made me life-sized pictures
sister.of ray Father and Mother, they are before me as I write* h«

Cousin Annie Greer, practical and useful, and both so kind and 
thoughtful, the winter I was suspended at Princeton for eleven weeks,
I spent ray time with them and tutored to keep up my college work*
Aunt Angle Goldaborough, mention of whom suggests many kindly thoughts 
and incidents* My cousins the Manlove girls. Cousin Annie, Cousin 
Ltbbie, Lena, Carrie, who lived near us in Gresnsborough, and with 
whom 1 had many associations and contacts, all of which were most 
pleasant. 1 was very fond of Aunt Tillle Kennedy and Uncle Kennedy 
and their son Frank and their daughter Hatalie, these were very dear 
people* There were many other relatives who cam© to Castle Hall 
or that 1 came in contact with, who added to the sura of ray experience 
or pleasure* Aside fro® relations, ray life touched many others in 
a friendly way, aid in ray very early days, maybe with a bit of 
callow sentiment* Clara Satterfield and I rode and drove and fox­
hunted, and enjoyed rambles together* Blackeyed Mary Black, and I 
liked each other and spent time together* Beautiful, laughing Lizzie 
Knight, Mary Paul her friend and rain©, a bit statuesque, hut a good 
friend and lovely (Bd* Hastings admired her very much and I tried to 
speed his cause, unsuccessfully) (Mary would not eat seat)* Lulu 
Bennett, who liked to scrap with me, but ms pur© gold, and I am 
reminded of an Incident of her wedding day (married Homo© Hill) I 
will not record* Marjory Henry, daughter of the Pastor of Princeton 
Presbyterian Church, West Phils*, no beauty, bat a good friend* The 
derrick girls Mary and Belle, Flora and Mary Clements, May Morrison, 
Lem Sharp, Anna Causey, Mara© falls©©, Bess© Hadley, these and other 
good women passed along. Into and through ay early life and school­
days, each adding something of value and fragrance*

Fro® ray earliest days, and the illustrations before me of 
mother, relatives and friends, I realized that woman is our best, 
and divine gift, and have never wished to cheapen her oven with a 
careless thou^t* Boring my school and college days, two re­
markable and superior girls earn© into the rang© of ray life, both 
were outstanding and superior, and each made to? own deep Impression 
upon ray consciousness* The one seemed to b© the ideal sweetheart, 
and for a p*u?iod of years, I felt that I had that sentiment* For 
the other, at all times, there was an underlying devotion and deep 
feeling that I did not clearly realize for a time* Time passed,
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differences with the first arose from time to time, ties loosened* 
With the other, ties strengthened and tightened, until I recognized 
that there was only one woman that I loved and desired in the close 
relation of wife, and to whom I was ready to give a life's devotion, 
and I have, not for one moment,wavering in my love and absolute 
devotion* I feel that I have been one of the fortunate ones, and 
that Human Nature does not forge closer, warmer, dearer Ties, than 
those that have and do bind me t;o Father, Mother, to Clara my wife, 
to Sister Ida and John Wilson, to Aunj Sadie, Aunt Maggie,Uncle 
Elias, to A1 and Bess, to Laird and Amelia and to Buretta and Hardy, 
to Bert and Sarah, to Clara ..Whitby , Winifred, Eldridge, Mary and 
Hortense, to Doctor Samuel J, Crow© and John W* Baylor* Friends, 
friends, loving, faithful, devoted friends* As long as I may be a 
pleasure, and as long as I can add a bit of pleasure to the Life of 
my Precious Wife, I want to live, when I cannot, I want to go. My 
only worry and regret Is, that my health has broken down, and I have 
to be a burden and tax upon her strength. But I feel, that our years 
together and our love for each other, will make our lives still a joy*



At the end of my Junior year at Princeton, I hurried home to 
get ready for the Peach Season - the promise or a fairly good crop 
was favorable, and Cousin Ada and Mr* Katenburg, who visited us 
that spring, made it possible for me to purchase 5 acres of land 
at Goldsborough and erect and install two Greer Evaporators (I 
might say, incidentally, that the $5GG* Cousin Ada advanced was 
the only funds any member of my Father *s family ever gave me or 
any amount that was ever returned to Father or to any of us, 
notwithstanding the large sums Father had paid for Grandfather, 
for his brothers, cousins, nephews and friends). The land was 
purchased, the building erected, the evaporators installed, and 
I was ready for the Season* It had hardly opened when Mother was 
taken with Typhoid, and Father devoted his whole time to his care 
for her, and her life was spared to us only because of his in­
telligent and unremitting care. But, it loft everything else to 
be attended to by me, the picking, sorting, shipping of the fruit, 
the loading of the cars, the operation of the evaporators, all to 
the judgment and inexperience of an untrained boy, who also was 
buying peaches to supplement the loading of the cars and to keep 
the evaporators operating to their capacity, which was about 300 
baskets a day. Maybe an aptnose for organization was inherent, 
at any rate the evaporators were soon operating practically ana 
smoothly, the help organized, and the output of fine quality. With 
the other part of the work I was more familiar, having managed the 
orchards in fruit season for several years, under Fafcher*s careful 
training, and having developed good judgment of when to pick the 
fruit, which was the z*eal question, not too green, ripe not over­
ripe (we did not have refrigerator cars at that time)« I remember 
that summer as a nightmare, mother * s illness, the day to day tension 
of her living through it, tho work, the long hours (from day-light 
to one P. M. often), the physical exertion, mental business strain - 
all fell heavily, but I managed to carry it with fair success and 
the ond of the season showed fair results, and I hud made friends 
among growers of peaches who sold from day to day, that held over 
during the following years, in other words, I established a repu­
tation for fair-dealing* Late in September, Just about the time 
the fruit season closed. Mother grew better and Father pronounced 
her out of danger, and It was a question of building her up. She 
had always had beautiful hair, long and straight (she could easily 
sit on It), her hair had been cut off during her illness, and when 
it began to grow again, It came out curly grey. The short curly 
grey locks clustered around her freshly renewed face after her 
illness. She was beautiful. I have her picture indelibly impressed 
upon my consciousness. After tho fruit season (1884) was over, I 
took up In earnest the question of general farm conditions. During 
the next two seasons, we had many anxieties, but the frosts were 
not too unkind and we had fruit, partial Grops, but we began to see 
evidence of ttPeach Yellows% devastating disease that destroyed the 
trees. We tried everything we could hear of to stay it, without 
avail, we replanted some of the orchards. By the time the years 
1888 and 1889 reached us our orchards were practically ruined and 
It was hard to make a living, even though we had kindly land. There 
had to be a readjustment, wheat and corn and other crops had been 
subsidiary, even strawberries and tomatoes* These v/ere terrible days,
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nerve-racking and taxing to tho limit, and wo realised the Old Home 
mot be sold » that happened in 1890* Father opened an office in 
Benton and began his practice* which he continued successfully as 
long as his health permitted,

Two or throe years before we left tho farm, Mother had developed 
a nice business in staking Mrs, &♦ S* ilar&eaati©*© BngXlsh Plum 
Pudding* and had the leading grocers in Philadelphia* lew fork* 
Baltimore, Washington and elsewhere,as her customers* Mho continued 
It and developed It in Benton, and I helped her during the falls 
and whenever it was necessary as to making and shipping, and in the 
meantime, t a laid led law in Judge Rus sum * s of flee. In addition to the 
pudding, Mother put up preserved peaches and other preserves* It 
was all a quality proposition. She sold the whole proposition finally 
to some young men in Benton, but they lot the quality deteriorate 
and the business died*

I was admitted to the Bar in October 1894, and imms&iatoly 
opined my office in the Masonic Building in Benton, and almost at 
once found sosne thing to do, even though the remuneration was small*

fhe years 1890-1895 that I spent in Benton wore fateful years - 
the 1 <m% of the Old Horse I loved, tho failure of accomplishment, the 
break up, the new environment* It was hard, all hard, and created 
a depression and mental condition that ua& hard to meet and master* 
But, I found kindness,and sympathy and eoara&ohlp in association 
with Clara Downes, my old, old frigid* I had always had respect 
and affection for her, and an under-current of unrecognised but 
real sentiment, which with close association bloeearned and ripened, 
as the years passed. Into real love, life time love* m grew 
closer and closer, and we realised, before X left Denton in April 
1895, that tre loved, and our desire was and is always to bo to­
gether, Husband and Wife*

I case to Baltimore in February, XS95, to attend Princeton 
Alumni Association, and visited hemp Bartlett at the same time*
Kemp was the owner of a large collection business, Shriver Bartlett 
& Company* There was a blissard tho day following the Alumni 
Meeting, and I stayed indoors at Kasgp* and amused myself looking 
over the papers In a case that was giving Kotap some anxiety* I 
came to the conclusion hie W^st Virginia lawyers were in tho wrong 
court, and prepared a memorandum or Brief for him on tm subject*
He was pleased and submitted it to Joseph 0. France, his counsel, 
who agreed with me* I returned to Dentes, and in about two wocke 
Kemp wrote inviting me to a conference with him and France, to 
consider my stepping between France and the Collection Agency, and 
taking over the legal end of tho business* The result of the 
conference was that I accepted this proposition of a guaranty 
and 1/5 of the not profits of my office* It was hard to leave 
Father and Mother, and Aunt Sadie, and doubly hard to leave my 
sweetheart* But there was hope to make things easy for my loved 
ones, and that cur complete union vrould not be long delayed* I left 
Denton on the morning of April 3th, 1895, to take up my work for 
Shriver Bartlett 4c Go*, in a down-pour of rain* I remember so well driving to the door of Clara*a house for a final "Good Bye**7



As I wander, the recollections of the Social Life on the 
Shore crowd in upon mo and demand recognition* In early young- 
man days, we depended upon our horses and buggies and railroad 
trains for our journeyings, and usually one could drive to the 
scene of merry-making* We prided ourselves on our good horses, 
and we used them to good purpose* I think of our Eastern Shore 
Social Life, as refined, cultivated, kindly,wains hearted and 
loyal, and during my years at college, and during the years from 
1884 to 1890 and from that time until removed to Baltimore in 1895 - 
notwithstanding the anxieties and disappointments that were con­
stantly and increasingly surging into my life, I was grateful for 
the opportunity for contact and social intercourse with kind and 
thoughtful friends and associates* We had many small towns in our 
region, each distinct, each having special social characteristics, 
but all having in common, that Whole-Souled Eastern-Shore Hospitality 
and love of the Home-Land Traditions, Gustoms and methods of thought, 
that made a common ground upon which we met and enjoyed each other* 
Usually the summers gave us many small, practically informal affairs. 
Picnics, Campmeetings were very popular for a long time, small dances, 
and private entertainment, rides and drives - a satisfying social 
atmosphere* In the winter time, when we were not riding due to 
weather conditions outside, our towns would have their yearly dances, 
in fact they were real Balls, in which the whole town - young and 
old - would feel that had an interest to make it a great success,
"Good Music","Good Food," "Good Time." I am going to try to call 
the Roll of the Towns and maybe name some special friend -

Chestertown - The beautiful Anna Hubbard and her brother Wilbur.
Lewin Wicks, Sue Wilkins and many others. Hallie 
Beck, a beautiful girl, Mary Beck her sister, not 
so beautiful, but with every other qualification 
that counts most In determining values*

Middletown - Marion Hardcastle, Annie his wife, Dr* Frank
Kennedy, Jodie Biggs and her friend Miss Jones* 
Marion and Eliza Cochran. Alex. Corbett.

Easton - Mary Jenkins, Jennie Adkins, Ned Jenkins, Tam
Jenkins, Lizzie Lloyd, and among those 
older Colonel Edward Lloyd and Dr. and Mrs. Smithors.

Centerville - Mr* and Mrs. Nod Brown (I recall many charming 
incidents that Mrs. Brown was responsible for),
Lottie Legg, Nellie Brown, Frank and Tom Keating, 
Mary and Belle Merrick,Clayton Wright, Hattie 
McKenney, Jack Brown, John McKenney*

Milford - Lizzie Willis, Dr. John Prettyman, Lena Sharp,
Anna Causey, Virdie Causey,HanVaules, Maime 
Wallace, Bessie Hedley, Ike Adkins, Lynn Pratt 
and his sister, Bessie Thaw, Dan Hirsh, Cousin 
Clara Yardly and her girls.
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Greensborough

Dover

Denton

Georgetown

- Carrie Manlove, the Satterfield girls, Lida 
Simpers, Marne Schofield, Dr* Malone , Will 
Manlove, Galvin Satterfield, Will ana Annie 
Massey, Mrs* Belly Massey, Katie Roe and Fred

- George V. Massey’s Daughters, Mrs* Hat. Snithers, 
Mr. and Mrs. Will Smithers, as well as the 
Milford contingent*

- Clara Downes, the Richardson Girls, Tops!® Van- 
gesel Anderson, Will Anderson, Luther and Mrs* 
Gadd, Dukes and Armond Downes, Cousin Annie 
Downes and many dear home-folks* The Towers 
boys, Lawrence and Allie, George and
Minnie: Skirven.

- Dave Marvel and Mame Wootten his wife*

There were other towns and many many other people, but generally 
of the same class, and this is what I am trying to say in a modest way - 
the Eastern Shore, Town and Country People were and are the Best in 
the World, or supoose I am more modest and say of the Best in the World. 
My recollections of my Shore Social Life are alT~of the Bright Golden 
Hue and many happy and interesting incidents and things come to mind*

During this time, there are recollections that come asking for 
notice. I was often in Milford these days, for sweetheart purposes, 
dances, and social engagements. Christmas Day 1885, I think it was, 
after we had our celebration at home at Castle Hall with Father and 
Mother, I started for Milford driving Caesar, it was icy cold, and 
Caesar was wild, I was nearly frozen when I reached Felton and had to 
be helped from the buggy, my hands were almost frozen, the horse was 
so wild I never had the opportunity to unwrap the reins from around my 
hands* A hot fire and a stiff drink prepared me for the remaining 12 
miles of my drive. Mrs. Willis1 warm welcome and hot coffee warmed 
and prepared me for the dance that night.

Another time I was caught in a blizzard in Milford, felt that I 
had to be at home, drove in my buggy as far as Fredrieka, borrowed a 
saddle and riding old Caesar finally covered the 20 miles to Castle 
Hall, without ever seeing a light along the way after I left Felton.
The snow was l/2 leg deep and I have often wondered what would have 
happened if my horse had stumbled or for any reason I had been forced 
from his back. I could not have remounted, I am sure, between the cold 
and the stiffness, even though the men in the store in Felton had wrapped 
my legs and body in newspapers. Thesw were both terrible experiences 
and only youth that does not know would take the risk.

I could mention many pleasant features and Milford experiences, 
but the one I have most in mind is a sad one. I was very fond of Mrs. 
Willis and she of me. I spent a Sunday weekend with them and came home. 
Two days after I received a telegram from Lizzie, ^Mother is Dead.”
She had burned to death, 'The Willis’ lived about a mile out of town.
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TAz&Xq and her visitors had been in town attending a dance and 
when Mrs, Wilis heard them coming, ate picked up ter glass Imp 
and started down stairs, it is supposed she struck tbs lamp <st 
the banister or it exploded, and before they could reach her she 
was so badly burned she died, m time wont on difference© arose, 
sentiment lessened and than v?as eliminated, but our friendship was 
■unabated and lasted, and ultimately I was delighted when she married 
Will ScCfcHisa, a thoroughly fin© fellow, She ted ted in the want line* 
mom quas i-sent toental cases with Brad mzrphj, hjm Pratt and mr 
singing and dancing friend afterwards Delaware Governor, Sim PenneveU, 
no one of whom merited her,but Will McCallua ^as worthy aS^ m3o“Herra 
good husband, and gav© ter a son she loved and was proud of,

I have another cold weather incident in mind, that is closely 
related to some of our ultimate troubles at Castle Hall, In the 
winter 1880-X8SX, we ted a heavy snow-fall - a spell of cold, 2 
ted an engagement in Denton with Clara Downes, and warn to visit her 
at ter brother Phil *s and Cousin Annie *s home to Denton. I left 
home in the cutter, driving "Pot9, it was awfully cold, and just be­
fore I loft Father put a now horse-blanket over my head and it cam© 
over ray arms and hates, 2 mention this thoughtfulness of Father*a, 
because otherwise 2 would have suffered, I drove through Greens- 
borough, crossed the river, ate took the Elver Hoad, the truck was 
practically unbroken, only some one on borse-b&ok ted teen ahead 
of me, after a time my horse, that had been frisky seemed to labor, 
ate finally 2 got out to find out the trouble, ate found that the 
bristles ate hair about my mar©** noae was frozen stiff ate the

t barmen ©ter registered 28° below sero, the coldest ever known on the 
Shore. We shivered a bit but had a good time, but where the cold 
hurt most, it killed over X0QO0 of our peach trees, ate to addition 
lots of tham had to be cut dovm to the body of the tree - disheartening 
ate depressing, Clara ate 2 bad warm eosradship at this time, possibly 
we neither realised how sloso ws were or how strongly the life-lines 
were drawing. One of those, who figured much to Dent cm life ate in 
our life*, urns Jtosqr Swann, an old batchelor ate general bean, ate 
a devoted friend to young ate old, a pronounced prohibitionist, he 
asked me to send him whiskey, but to ship it to Father * s name, ho 
was Prohibition Candidate for Governor. As & matter of fact Father 
as Ms physician ordered Mm to use it, ho needed the sttoulont.
Wo played many Jokes on Jtomy, all of which ho took to good part.
He had a nice voice and loved , a good Christian and churchman.

For sev eral years,, we bad rather a remarkable Baa# Ball foam in 
Groensborough, of which I was Gap tain (It was a combination of 
toe nines of four small towns - Greosbor©ugh, Ool&sborougk, Bunvllls, 
Rtdgely, ste further romarkab3.e for a County feast, we fed three 
pitchers ate three catchers

Will Manlove - Fred, MeClement
Charlie Frasier * fom fsgtti
George Welsh - Fred Welsh.

Charlie Frasier wis our First Sting Pitcher, ate the team shaped up
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Praaior P# Laa® C, Mastoto 1B# Har&esatla SS3# *eta Brown S#S»
Prsd WoXah SB, 3al»b S.F, Kulvin XJT# lIMlmoafr £**>

My rcHJOllootiob is that w© did not Xo#% * grist© is throw years,
•omottisaa w« aplit ap and played ag&inst ©aah other* Playing at 
Trapp®, Talbot Coorsty, or one oeoaalon, ??ill J^nlovs, In fielding a 
ball qaiofcly, that bad besn thrown oiror his at 1 B. coafcraotod 
bio am with auoh fore© that it broke Just abont tho «lb©*?, It mdo 
a noise atisoat life® a pistol «M9 a olaan break that soon nondod,

And on the Day of April, 1385, X bad arrival in Baltimorereally to take tip ay Professional Legal Life ??orit.
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